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This invention relates to a retaining band for 
locking the flaps of a carton so as to retain them 
firmly in position. Further advantages and novel 
features of the invention will be apparent from 
the following specification and accompanying 
drawing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a carton show 
ing a retaining band applied to one closure flap. 

Figure 2 is a view similar to that shown in 
Figure 1 with the retaining band slipped over the 
interlocked closure flaps, 
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Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on lines 3-3 
of Figure 2, and 

Figure 4 is a plan view of the retaining band. 
Referring to the drawing, Figure 4 illustrates 

a retaining band to which is preferably made of 
stiff cardboard such as is used for making ordi 
nary ice Cream, butter and lard cartons. The 
band it is scored along spaced lines 4 and 5 to 
form panels , 2, and 3. If desired, the band 
O may be printed with any suitable design or 

advertising matter 6. 
The band fo is adapted for locking and retain 

ing the Outer closure flaps of a conventional car 
ton as illustrated in Figure 1. This carton com 
prises front wall f6, rear wall 5, and side walls 
8 and 20. Inner closure flaps f, and 9 are in 

tegral with walls f8 and 20 respectively. These 
inner flaps are adapted to be folded over in over 
lapping relation as shown in Figure 3. Outer 
closure flaps 2 and 22 are integral with walls 
6 and 5 respectively and are adapted to be 

overlapped and interlocked by a tongue 23 and 
slot 24. 

In use, the band 0 is folded on score lines f4 
and 5 and is applied to the outer closure flap 22 
of a carton in the position shown in Figures 1 
and 3 so that panel 2 rests on the upper face 
of the flap 22 with panels f and 3 folded over 
in overlapping relation beneath the flap 22 as 
shown in Figure 1. 
As shown in Figure 1, flap 22 is provided with a 

slit 24 which is adapted to receive tongue 23 of 
the second outer closure flap 2. The band fo 
is preferably applied to flap 22 while it is in 
extended open position and before it is folded 
down over the inner closure flaps 7 and 9 and 
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interlocked with flap 2. The band O is posi 
tioned on the extreme left of flap 22, as shown 
in Figure 1 and in dotted lines in Figure 3, to 
expose slit 24. The flap 22 is then folded down 
over the inner closure flaps 7 and 9 and tongue 
23 of flap 2 inserted in the slot as shown in 
Figure 1. Band 0 is then moved to the posi 
tion shown in Figure 2 SO as to embrace the two 

(C. 229-45) 
overlapped and interlocked outer closure flaps 2f 
and 22. In this position overlapped panel por 
tions f and 3 of band 0 are wedged between 
the overlapped outer and inner closure flaps, and 
owing to the springiness of the cardboard will 5 
serve to retain and lock the Outer closure flaps 
2 and 22 so that they cannot be disengaged or 
opened. In Order to open the carton it is neces 
sary either to tear the band 0 or to move it 
to the extreme left position shown in Figure 1 10 
before the tongue 23 of flap 2 f can be removed 
from slot 24 and the flap opened as indicated in 
dotted lines in Figure 3. 

In accordance with this invention a simple in 
expensive and efficient means is provided for re- 5 
taining the closure flaps of a carton in closed and 
locked position. The retaining band is easy to 
apply and the end panels and 3 when in over 
lapped position, owing to the springiness of the 
cardboard, serve to form a secure and tight fric- i. 
tional lock for the closure panels of the carton, 
The length of panels f and 3 may be of any 

Suitable dimension but it is preferred that they 
be made of sufficient length so their ends over 
lap when applied to the carton closure flaps. In 25 
the preferred embodiment of band O, shown in 
Figure 4, the length of end panels. and 3 is 
equal to or slightly less than the length of the 
intermediate panel 2. The length of interme 
diate panel 2 is substantially equal to the width 30 
of closure flaps 2 and 22. Retaining band O 
may be printed with advertising matter or with 
instructions to the user of the carton contents. 
Since the band O must be manipulated before 
the carton can be opened, the attention of the 35 
consumer to any printed matter on the band 
0 is assured. 
If desired, the band O may be made of card 

board or other suitable flexible sheet materials 
such as metal foll, celluloid and other syntheti- 40 
cally produced flexible sheet materials. When 
the bands are made of cardboard it is advan 
tageous to make them of the same caliper and 
stock from which the cartons are made to which 
they are applied. 

It is obvious that many modifications and 
variations may be made of this invention which 
are intended to be embraced in the appended 
claims. 
I clain: 
1. A retaining band for locking carton closure 

flaps comprising an elongated band of paper 
having free unconnected ends, spaced score lines 
in said band forming two end panels and an 
intermediate panel, the said end panels being 55 
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adapted to be overlapped beneath the closure 
flaps of a carton to lock and retain same in 
closed position. 

2. A retaining band for locking carton closure 
flaps comprising an elongated band of flexible 
material having free unconnected ends, spaced 
score lines in said band forming two end panels 
and an intermediate panel, the said end panels 
being adapted to be overlapped beneath the clo 
Sure flaps of a carton to lock and retain Same in 
closed position. 

3. A retaining band for locking carton closure 
flaps comprising an elongated band of paper 
having free unconnected ends, spaced score lines 
provided in said band forming two end panels 
and an intermediate panel, the length of said 
intermediate panel being substantially equal to 
the width of the closure flaps, the said end pan 
els being adapted to be overlapped beneath the 
closure flaps of a carton to lock and retain same 
in closed position. 

4. A retaining band for locking carton closure 
flaps comprising an elongated band of paper 
having free unconnected ends, spaced score lines 
provided in said band forming two end panels 
and an intermediate panel, said panels being 
Substantially of equal length, the length of said 
intermediate panel being equal to the width of 

2,141,011. 
the closure flaps, the said end panels being 
adapted to be overlapped beneath the closure 
flaps of a carton to lock and retain same in closed position. 

5. A carton having a pair of Overlapped inner 
closure flaps and a pair of outer closure flaps, 
said outer closure flaps being retaining in closed 
position on said carton by an elongate retaining 
band having free unconnected ends folded about 
said outer closure flaps, the free ends of said 
band being in overlapped relation and wedged 
between the said inner and outer overlapped clo 
Sure flaps. 

6. A carton having a pair of overlapped inner 
closure flaps and a pair of Outer closure flaps, 
said Outer closure flaps being retained in closed 
position on said carton by a retaining band folded 
about said outer closure flaps, said band having 
free unconnected ends and being provided with 
spaced score lines forming two end panels and 
an intermediate panel, the length of said inter 
mediate panel being substantially equal to the 
width of the outer closure flaps, the Said end 
panels being overlapped and folded under said 
outer closure flaps and retained between the said 
inner and outer overlapped closure flaps. 
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