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MECHANISM FOR AUTOMATICALLY SEW 
ERING THE TERMINAL THREADS OF A 
STITCHED BOOK OR THE LIKE 

Oskar Miller, Leipzig-Plagwitz, Germany, as 
signor to Gebruder Brehmer, Leipzig-Plagwitz, 
Germany, a limited partnership of Germany 

Application September 28, 1931, Serial No. 565,662 
In Germany April 10, 1931 
35 Claims. 

The present invention relates to book-stitching 
machines and more particularly concerns that 
type of machine in which means are provided for 
inserting, if desired, both simple chain-loop 

is Stitches and also croSS or staggered stitches into 
the Sections of a continuously stitched book-pad, 
as is Well-known in the art. 

In order to separate the stitched books from a 
book-pad Stitched in this manner it is necessary 
to Sever the interconnecting threads between the 
adjacent books. 

Eitherto this operation has been performed 
manually although, when the interconnecting 
threads form part of idle stitches provided be 
tween the adjacent books, the threads may be 
Severed mechanically as described in the co-pend 
ing application filed by Andre Rivlois and Oskar 
Miller, Serial No. 501,128, dated 9th December, 
1930. Such stitches may, however, be inserted 
in book-pads without the use of interposed idle 
Stitches, or alternatively the stitches may be uti 
lized with or without idle stitches to secure back 
ing strips to the book-pads. In this case it may 
prove to be impractical to use the mechanism de 
Scribed in the above numbered co-pending appli 
cation. 
The object of the present invention is to pro 

vide means for mechanically severing the inter 
connecting threads between the adjacent books 
of a Stitched book-pad when the latter is Stitched 
with or without the provision of idle Stitches be 
tween the books, or with staggered stitches and/or 
provided with a backing strip as is known in the 
art. 
According to this invention mechanism is pro 

vided for use in a thread-Stitching machine 
whereby the thread leading from the terminal 
stitch of a stitched book to the initial stitch of 
an adjacent book is engaged mechanically and 
guided to thread severing means. 
In Order that the above description of the in 

vention may be more readily understood, two 
embodiments of the invention Will hereinafter 
be described with reference to the accompanying 
drawings which show, by Way of example, con 
structional forms of the invention applied to 
stitching machines of the SWinging sheet carrier 
type provided with Stitching mechanism whereby 
both simple chain-loop Stitches and staggered 
stitches may be inserted, if desired, into the book 
Sections in known manner. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a part sectional view of a portion of a 

stitching machine of the swinging sheet carrier 
type showing the arrangement of one embodi 

(CI, 112-252) 
ment of the thread-severing mechanism accord 
ing to this invention and associated with stitch 
ing mechanism which includes a tongued strip 
guide. 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the thread severing 
mechanism located in the stitching machine. 

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary detail view taken on 
the line III-III (Fig.2) and showing the stitching 
needles and thread held thereby in one position 
of the stitch forming movement. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary plan view of the thread 
severing apparatus showing the thread guide 
moved to engage the terminal thread to be sev 
ered. 

Fig. 5 is a detail view at right angles to Fig. 4 
of the thread selector when engaging the thread. 

Fig. 6 is a view corresponding to Fig. 4 showing 
the thread selector moved to the opposite ex 
treme of its lateral travel to engage the follow 
ing terminal thread. 

Fig. 7 is a detail view at right angles to Fig. 6, 
showing the thread selector engaging the termi 
nal thread. 

Fig. 8 shows an alternative arrangement of the 
thread severing apparatus according to this in 
Wention for use in a thread Stitching machine 
whereby the needle guides are used without 
tongued strip guides. 

Fig. 9 is a view looking in the direction of the 
arrow IX (Fig. 8) showing the recessed needle 
guide and the position of the thread selector while 
the stitching is proceeding on the first book of a 
book-pad. 

Fig. 10 is a view corresponding to Fig. 9 show 
ing the thread Selector moved to one extreme of 
its lateral travel to engage a terminal thread 
Which is to be Severed. 

Fig. 11 shows, in a view corresponding to Figs. 
9 and 10, the position of the thread selector when 
moved to engage the next terminal thread at the 
other extreme of its travel. 

Fig. 12 shows, in part, a book-pad provided 
with a backing strip and stitched with a simple 
chain-loop stitch such as would be produced in 
a stitching machine of the above type, and 

Fig. 13 shows, in part, a book-pad similarly 
provided With a backing Strip and Stitched with 
both chain-loop and staggered or cross stitches. 
AS Will be seen in FigS. 12 and 13, when a book 

pad is provided with a backing strip b either by 
means of a simple chain-loop stitch, Fig. 12, or by 
staggered Stitches, Fig. 13, a thread guide or 
Selector adapted to operate above and parallel 
to the back of the book-pad (as described in 
the above numbered co-pending application) will 
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2 
not locate the connecting or terminal thread a 
since when the simple chain-loop stitch is used, 
the thread a will be positioned under the backing 
strip b While, When stitching the book-pad with 
staggered stitches the connecting or terminal 
thread a although now positioned on top of the 
backing Strip b is displaced from Side to side dur 
ing the Stitching and SO renders difficult the cor 
rect registration of the thread guide and requisite 
interconnecting thread. 
For the purpose of severing the terminal threads 

associated with backing-strips, as well as staggered 
or simple chain-loop Stitches inserted into book 
pads Without backing Strips as is sometimes the 
case, irrespective of the stitch being either an 
idle Stitch or an inserted Stitch, the thread sever 
ing apparatus according to this invention has 
been devised. 

Referring to FigS. 1 and 2, the stitching ma 
chine includes a main frame O which serves to 
Support a book-pad trough positioned, as is 
usual, beneath a stitcher head or heads which, 
since they form no part of the present inven 
tion, are merely indicated by the sewing needle 
2 and looping needle 3. The needles are as 

sociated in their stitching operations with a swing 
ing sheet carrier 37, a rear needle guide 2? and 
upwardly moving piercing needles 4 whereby the 
book sections placed upon the sheet carrier 37 are 
Stitched and added to the book-pad advancing 
along the trough f. The stitching arrangements 
are of well known type whereby either or both 
simple chain-loop or cross and staggered stitches 
may be inserted into the book-Sections which 
may or may not be provided with a backing strip. 
The rear needle guide is associated with a 

tongued Strip guide 3. Which is attached in known 
manner to the underside of a second or front nee 
dle guide or bar 29 which latter is supported by 
the machine frame and is provided With a curved 
surface adapted to lead a backing strip to the 
tongued strip guide 30. The latter is positioned 
adjacent to and slightly Spaced from the under 
side of the rear needle guide 2. 
The rear needle-guide 2 is rigidly supported 

from the frame O of the machine and is pro 
vided with a horizontal projection or flange 22 
having slots 23 formed therein. A slide bar 25 
is positioned beneath and parallel to the projec 
tion 22 and is provided with bolts or shoulder 
pins 24 adapted slidably to engage the slots 23. 
A lever or rod 26 is pivoted at 27 on the machine 

frame and pivotally connected by means of the 
pin 28 to an upwardly projecting flange formed 
integral With the outer edge of the slide bar 25 
at one extremity thereof. 
Thread selector or guide members 3 are 

mounted on the slide bar 25 and project at right 
angles thereto to extend to the front guide 29 by 
passing between the lower Surface of the guide 
2 and upper surface of the tongued strip guide 
30. Thread severing members 39 and 40 are 
mounted upon or formed integral With the thread 
guides or selectors 3 and are arranged to have 
their cutting edges projecting laterally and hori 
Zontally to the said thread guides. The effect 
Of the mechanism is that When the lever Or rod 
26 is moved about its pivot 27, the slide bar 25 
together with the thread selectors or guides 3 are 
moved laterally of the machine, which move 
ment is guided and limited by the travel of the 
shoulder pins 24 in their respective slots 23. 
The operation of the device is as follows: 
The book-sections or sheets 6 to be stitched are 

placed one by one on the carrier 37 and so fed 
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singly to the stitching mechanism. The piercing 
needles 4 move upwardly to pierce the Section 
from below whereupon the sewing needle 2 and 
looping needle 3 enter, from above, the holes 
formed by the needles 4 and in association carry 5 
out the primary stitchforming operation in known 
manner. The individual book sections aS 
stitched are packed in the book-trough in the 
form of a continuously stitched book-pad to 
which is attached the backing strip b, Fig. 12 or 0 
13, fed by the strip guides 29 and 30 as will be 
readily understood by those having knowledge of 
the art. 

Idle Stitches are formed between each tWO COm 
plete books of the book-pad and the completion 15 
of each idle Stitch brings the needles to their 
top-most raised position, Fig. 3, with an upwardly 
inclined terminal thread held taut between the 
formed idle stitch and the sewing needle. At 
this moment the lever 2S is moved about its pivot 20 
27 in the direction of the arrow 8, Fig. 2, and 
the slide bar 25 is moved to the right, thus mov 
ing laterally the thread guide or selector 3 of 
which a plurality may be used according to the 
number of Stitcher heads employed in the ma- 25 
chine. 
The guide or selector 3 engages the updrawn 

terminal thread as shown in Figs. 4 and 5 and re 
mains in this position until the lever 26 is again 
shifted. The sewing needle now descends to in- 30 
Sert a Stitch in the first Section of the next book 
fed by the Swinging sheet carrier to the stitching 
position, and thus the terminal thread engaged 
by the member 3 becomes looped over the latter 
member as shown by the dotted line in Fig. 5. 35 
During the subsequent stitching of the Suc 

ceeding books of the book-pad, the thread so 
looped over the guide 3 is pushed along the 
latter and finally encounters the cutting edge 
of the Severing member 39 by which it is severed. 40 
When the stitching of the succeeding book is 
completed, a further idle Stitch is formed and 
by means of the lever 26 the thread selector 3 
is moved to the opposite limit of its lateral nove 
ment with the result that it engages the upWardly 45 
extending thread of the last formed idle stitch 
and pushes it to the left, FigS. 6 and 7. During 
the continued Stitching operation upon the first 
Section of the next book the thread is looped 
over the thread guide and Subsequently pro- 50 
gressed along the Said guide and severed by en 
gagement with the cutting member 40. 

Referring to Figs. 8, 9, 10 and 11, the thread 
Severing apparatus is ShoWn provided for use 
in a stitching machine more particularly adapted 55 
to Stitch booklets which, in the usual course, are 
not provided with backing strips. 
As shown in Fig. 8, in a machine for this 

purpose, the front needle guide and tongued 
strip guide are omitted. The rear needle guide 60 
34 is provided with a flainged extension 22d. Which 
is formed with slots 23a. A slide bar 36 is mount 
ed beneath the extension or flange 22a parallel 
thereto and carries shoulder pins or bolts 24d. 
which slidably engage the slots 23d. The Slide 65 
bar 36 is moved in a Similar manner to that de 
Scribed in reference to the first embodiment, 
i. e. a rod or lever 26, pivotally mounted on the 
frame of the machine, is pivotally linked at 
28 to one extremity of the slide bar 36 and when 70 
moved actuates the latter. 
The slide bar 36 carries one or a series of pro 

jecting thread Selector or guide members 35 in 
corporating opposing thread-severing edges 39a, 
4.0a and similar to the above described members 75 
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3 but of modified width. These guide members 
35 are preferably set into grooves 45 formed in 
the undersurface of the needle guide 34 but could, 
if desired, be disposed adjacent thereto as in the 
above desiribed embodiment. 
The components of the stitching mechanism 

are similar to those previously described and 
comprise the swinging sheet carrier 37, which 
feeds the booklets to be stitched to the book-pad 
trough and is associated with une or more 
Stitcher heads indicated by the Stitching needle 
2, Fig. 8. 
The operation of the thread Severing device 

is precisely similar to that described in reference 
to the first embodiment. 
Upon the completion of the stitch inserted 

into the booklet or subsequent locking stitch, 
the lever 26 is moved about its pivot to actuate 
the slide bar 36 and thread selector or selectors 
carried thereby. 
The latter, before movement, is in the position 

shown in Fig. 9 and after the first engaging 
movement is in parted thereto is caused to en 
gage the terminal thread of the last formed Stitch 
and push the thread to one side out of alignment 
With the needle 3 as shown in Fig. 10. 
When the needle 2 descends to form the Stitch 

in the next fed booklet, the thread is looped over 
the selector 35 as will readily be understood and 
when the last formed stitch or subsequent idle 
stitch is completed, the thread selector 35 is 
noved to the opposite extrene of its lateral 
travel and so engages the last positioned up 
drawn thread which, in turn, is looped over the 
thread Selector or guide 35. 

During the formation of the book-pad and its 
progress along the trough , the terminal 
threads so looped over the thread-selectors 35 
are caused to engage either one or the other of 
the cutting edges or Severing members 39 and 
40 and thus the severing operation of each 
book is cornpleted. 
The actuating lever 26 as herein described, is 

a manually operated member, but it can readily 
be adapted to be operated by timed mechanical 
means such as, for example, a cam driven link 
mechanism in timed driving connection with the 
drive of the stitching mechanism. 
Thread Severing apparatus of single operative 

unit construction has, for clearness, been more 
particularly described herein but it is obvious 
that the slide bar 25 or 36 would carry a series 
of thread selector members 3 or 35 in accord 
ance with the number of stitcher heads operat 
ing upon the book-pad. 
Such thread Selectors Would each have formed 

integral thereWith the cutting or thread sever 
ing edges 39, 40 or 39a, 49a or if preferred sep 
arate thread severing means could be mounted 
On Or a SSOciated With each of the Said thread 
Selectors or guides. The thread Severing means 
need not, of necessity, comprise cutting edges or 
similar knife blades but for instance be com 
posed of devices adapted to sever the selected 
threads by means of applied acid or timed elec 
tric SparkS. 
The use of the thread Severing apparatus has 

been described more particularly with reference 
to the Severance of the terminal threads of idle 
stitches formed after each completely stitched 
book or booklet but the operation of the ap 
paratus is in no Way dependent upon the forma 
tion of an idle Stitch. 
When an idle Stitch is not formed after a 

a completely stitched book or booklet, the termi 

3 
nal thread to be severed leads in an upward di 
rection directly from the last inserted Stitch to 
the Sewing needle 2, and is engaged as above 
described during the lateral movement of the 
Said thread Selector. 

It will be appreciated that, the thread selector 
or guide members 3 as shown in Fig. 1, and sim 
ilarly the thread selector or guide members 35 
described in reference to the Second embodi 
ment, are positioned so that the free extremities 
thereof are in contact or almost in contact with 
the vertical face of the needle guide or bar 29. 
Thus the threads to be severed, when loosened by 
the down Ward descent of the Stitching needles 
A2 cannot pass downwardly between the ex 
tremities of the thread guides 3 and the face 
of the needle guide 29 but must lodge upon the 
upper Surface of the said thread guides 3. 
What I claim is: 
i. In a book-stitching machine, in combina 

tion, a needle guide, thread Stitching needles asso 
ciated With Said needle guide, means for as 
Sembling and Stitching a book beneath Said needle 
guide, thread-Selecting nembers projecting be 
tween said stitched book and said needle guide 
adjacent, the path of movement of the said Stitch 
ing needles, a thread-severing device associated 
With said thread selecting members, means for 
inaparting lateral rinovement to the said thread 
Selecting members to engage and carry from 
the normal position the terminal threads ex 
tending from the Stitched book to the stitching 
needles, means for looping the displaced terminal 
threads over the contacting thread-selecting 
henbers, and means for progressing the said 

looped threads towards the said thread sever 
ing memberS. 

2. In a book-stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a rear needle guide, a front needle guide, a 
thread selecting member slidably supported by 
the rear needle guide, means for imparting lat 
eral movement to the Said thread selecting men 
ber, and means for Severi: g a thread engaged 
by the said thread selecting member. 

3. In a book-stitching inachine, in combina 
ticin, a rear needle guide, a horizontal slide bar 
slidably supported by said rear needle guide, 
Stitch forming needles aSSOciated With Said needle 
guide, a front needle guide, a backing strip guide 
asSociated with Said needle guides, a thread 
Selecting member Supported by said side bar and 
adapted to extend between said rear needle guide 
and said backing Strip guide, means for impart 
ing lateral movement to the said thread select 
ing inenber to engage the terminal thread of a 
Stitched book, and means for Severing the thread 
engaged by the Said thi'ead selecting inenber. 

4. In a book-Stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a, inachine frame, a rear needle guide hav 
ing a slotted flanged extension and Supported on 
said inachine frame, a horizontal slide bar, shoul 
dered pins Secured to said slide bar and adapted 
to engage slidably tie slotted extension of said 
rear needle guide, a lever pivoted intermediate 
its length to said inachine frame and connected 
to lie extrenity of Said slide bar in order to 
impart lateral movement to the said slide bar, 
a, front needle guide Supported by said machine 
fraine, a tongued Strip guide Secured to said front 
needle guide and extending beneath said real 
needle guide, thread Selecting members secured 
to said slide bar and adapted to extend between 
the underSurface of said rear needle guide and 
the tongued Strip guide, Stitch formiing needles 
associated with said needle guides and adapted to 
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4 
position in the path of lateral movement of the 
thread Selecting members the terminal threads 
of a Stitched book and means for severing the 
Said terminal threads when the latter are en 
gaged by the said thread selecting members. 

5. In a book-stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a machine frame, a book trough, a sheet 
carrier associated with said book trough, thread 
Stitching needles adapted to stitch book sections 
fed to the book trough by the said sheet carrier, 
a rear needle guide Supported on said machine 
frare above Said book trough, a horizontal slide 
bar slidably Supported by said rear needle guide 
and adapted to move parallel thereto, means for 
imparting a lateral movement to said slide bar 
in either direction transversely of said book 
trough, thread selecting members supported by 
Said slide bar and adapted to extend into the 
path of the terminal threads extending from 
the Stitching needles to the last stitched book, 
and means carried by the thread selecting mem 
bers for severing the said terminal threads. 

6. In a book-stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a needle guide having recesses in its under 
Surface, a horizontal slide bar slidably mounted 
on Said needle guide, thread selecting members 
Supported by the said slide bar and having their 
free ends positioned in the recesses in the said 
needle guide, neains for holding taut in the path 
of travel of the said thread selecting members 
the terminal threads of a stitched book, means 
for imparting lateral movement to the said slide 
bar and thread selecting members thereby to en 
gage the terminal threads, means for looping the 
Said threads over the thread selecting mem 
bers, means for progressing the said looped 
threads along the said thread selecting members, 
and in eans for Severing said terminal threads 
during the last mentioned movement. 

7. In a book-stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a needle guide having recesses formed in 
its underface, a horizontal slide bar slidably 
mounted on Said needle guide, thread select 
ing memberS Supported by said side bar and 
having their free ends positioned in the recesses 
in the Said tieedle guide, thread stitching needles 
aSSociated With Said needle guide, thread sever 
ing innenberS aSSociated with said thread select 
ing ileinbers, means for imparting a lateral 
movement to the Said thread selecting members 
to engage the latter with adjacent terminal 
threads extending from the stitching needles to 
the Stitched book, ?neans for looping the said 
threads over the thread selecting members and 
means for progressing the said looped terminal 
threads towards the said thread severing means. 

8. In a book-Stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a nachine frame, a rear needle guide hav 
ing a slotted flanged extension and supported 
On Said machine frame, a horizontal slide bar, 
shouldered pins secured to said slide bar and 
adapted to engage slidably the slotted extension 
of said rear needle guide, a lever pivoted inter 
mediate its length to Said machine frame and 
connected to one extremity of said slide bar in 
Crder to inpart lateral movement to the said 
Side bar, a front heedle guide supported by said 
inachine frame, a tongued strip guide secured to 
Said front needle guide and extending beneath 
Said rear needle guide, thread selecting mem 
bers Secured to said slide bar and adapted to 
contact lightly their free extremities with the 
front needle guide, stitch forming needles asso 
ciated with said needle guides and adapted to 
position in the path of lateral movement of the 

2,021,669 
thread Selecting members the terminal threads 
of a stitched book and means for severing the 
Said terminal threads when the latter are en 
gaged by the said thread selecting members. 

9. In a book-stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a rear needle guide, a front needle guide, 
a thread selecting member slidably supported 
by the rear needle guide and having its free ex 
tremity closely adjacent said front needle guide, 
means for imparting lateral movement to the 
Said thread Selecting member, and means for 
Severing a thread engaged by the said thread se 
lecting member. 

10. In a book-stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a rear needle guide, a front needle guide, 
a thread selecting member slidably supported 
by the rear needle guide and having its free ex 
tremity contacting with said front needle guide, 
means for imparting lateral movement to the 
Said thread selecting member, and means for 
Severing a thread engaged by the said thread se 
lecting member. 

11. In a book-Stitching machine, mechanism 
for Severing the terminal threads of a stitched 
book or the like, comprising a thread guide, 
means for displacing the thread guide laterally 
So that a thread leading from a formed stitch 
becomes looped over said guide in the formation 
of the Subsequent stitch, and a thread-severing 
device mounted adjacent said thread guide to 
engage and sever the looped thread. 

12. In a book-stitching machine, mechanism 
for Severing the terminal threads of a stitched 
book or the like, comprising a thread guide ex 
tending transversely of said stitched book, means 
for displacing the thread guide laterally so that 
a thread leading from a formed stitch becomes 
looped over said, guide in the formation of the 
Subsequent stitch, and a thread-severing device 
having two or more cutting edges and mounted 
adjacent Said thread guide to engage and sever 
the looped thread. 

13. In a book-stitching machine, mechanism 
for severing the terminal threads of a stitched 
book or the like, comprising a thread guide, 
means for displacing the thread guide laterally 
So that a thread leading from a formed stitch 
becomes looped over said guide in the formation 
of the Subsequent stitch, and a thread-severing 
device provided with at least one cutting edge 
and mounted upon said thread guide to engage 
and sever the looped thread. 

14. In a book-stitching machine, mechanism 
for severing the terminal threads of a stitched 
book or the like, comprising a thread guide, 
means for displacing this thread guide laterally 
So that a single updrawn thread leading from a 
formed Stitch becomes looped over said guide in 
the formation of the subsequent stitch, and a 
thread-Severing device located adjacent said 
thread guide and adapted to engage and sever 
Said looped thread. 

15. In a book-Stitching machine, mechanism 
for Severing the terminal threads of a stitched 
book or the like, comprising a thread guide, 
means for displacing the thread guide laterally 
So that a thread leading from a formed stitch 
becomes looped over Said guide, and a thread 
Severing device arranged to move with but not 
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engage and Sever Said looped thread. 

16. In a book-stitching machine, mechanism 
for Severing the terminal threads of a Stitched 
book or the like, comprising a thread guide, 
means for displacing the thread guide laterally 
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2,021,669 
so that a thread leading from a formed stitch 
becomes looped over said guide, and a thread 
Severing device having at least one cutting edge, 
said severing device being arranged to move with 
but not relatively to Said thread guide and adapt 
ed to engage and sever said looped thread. 

17. In a book-stitching machine adapted to 
produce a continuously stitched book-pad, mech 
anism for severing the threads connecting the 
adjacent books, comprising a thread guide, a 
thread-severing device associated with said 
thread guide, means for displacing the thread 
guide laterally So that the thread to be severed 
becomes looped over said guide and progresses 
along the latter to contact with said severing de 
Vice during the Subsequent Stitching of Said 
book-pad. 

18. In a book-stitching machine, means for 
Severing the interconnecting threads of a con 
tinuously stitched book-pad, comprising a 
thread-severing device, a thread guide extending 
from Said thread-Severing device to a thread 
leading from the Stitched book-pad, and means 
for displacing said thread guide transversely of 
the book-pad so that the thread becomes looped 
Over Said thread guide and progresses along Said 
guide to engage said thread-severing member 
during the Subsequent stitching of the book 
pad. 

19. In a book-stitching machine, means for 
Severing the interconnecting threads of a con 
tinuously Stitched book-pad comprising a sub 
stantially horizontal thread guide, means for im 
parting a reciprocatory lateral movement to said 
guide, a stitching needle adapted to draw a 
thread across the path of travel of said thread 
guide, means for looping said thread over said 
thread guide so that the thread traverses said 
guide, and a thread-severing member mounted 
adjacent said thread guide to engage the moving 
looped thread. 

20. In a book-stitching machine adapted to 
produce a continuously Stitched book-pad, mech 
anism for Severing the threads connecting the 
adjacent books, comprising a substantially hori 
Zontal thread guide, means for innowing said guide 
transversely of the book-pad to engage a thread 
updrawn from a formed Stitch. So that the thread 
becomes looped over said guide in the formation 
of the Subsequent stitch, and a thread-severing 
member adapted to engage and sever said looped 
thread. 

21. In a book-Stitching machine, means for 
Severing the interconnecting threads of a con 
tinuously stitched book-pad comprising a thread 
Stitching needle adapted to hold a thread ex 
tended obliquely from a formed stitch, a thread 
guide, means for displacing said thread guide 
laterally to engage said extended thread so that 
the latter subsequently becomes looped over said 
guide, and a thread-Severing member adapted to 
engage and sever said looped thread. 

22. In a book-Stitching machine, in combina 
tion, a thread-stitching needle adapted to hold 
a thread extended obliquely from a formed stitch, 
a substantially horizontal thread guide having 
thread-cutting members formed integral With its 
lateral edges, means for engaging Said guide with 
said thread so that the latter becomes looped 
over said guide, and means for progressing said 
looped thread along Said guide to contact With 
at least one of said thread-cutting members. 

23. In a book-stitching machine, means for 
Severing the terminal threads of a stitched book, 
comprising a thread-selecting member adapted 

5 
to project into the plane of the terminal threads 
extending from a stitched book, a lateral thread 
cutting device arranged to move With but not 
relatively to said thread-selecting member, means 
for imparting a reciprocatory lateral movement 5 
to said thread-selecting member to engage the 
terminal thread adjacent thereto, means for 
looping said terminal thread over said thread 
Selecting member, and means for progressing 
said looped terminal thread to said thread-sever- 0 
ing means. 

24. In a book-stitching machine, means for 
Severing the terminal threads of a Stitched book, 
comprising at least one thread-Selecting member 
adapted to project into the plane of the terminal 5 
threads extending from a stitched book, a thread 
Severing device having opposed lateral cutting 
edges associated with each said thread-selecting 
member and arranged to move With but not rela 
tively thereto, means for imparting a reciproca- 20 
tory lateral movement to each Said thread-select 
ing member so that it engages and pushes to 
One side of the normal path thereof an adjacent, 
terminal thi'ead, in eans for looping Said teinia. 
thread over said thread-selecting nember, and 25 
means for progressing the looped terminal thread 
to said thread-severing means. 

25. In a book-stitching machine, a needle guide, 
a thread-stitching needle adapted to reciprocate 
transversely of said needle guide, a member mov- 30 
able at intervals between said needle guide and 
the work to be stitched and across the path 
of Said needle in a direction transversely of the 
path of movement of the Work, So that the thread 
carried by said needle becomes looped over said 35 
meinber in the following stitch-forning opera 
tion of said needle, and a thread-severing device 
associated with said member to sever the thread 
engaged thereby. 

26. In a book-stitching machine, a needle guide, 
a thread-Stitching needle adapted to reciprocate 
transversely of said needle guide, a member mov 
able at intervals between said needle guide and 
the work to be stitched and across the path of 
Said needle in a direction transversely of the 
path of movement of the Work, so that the thread 
carried by said needle becomes looped over said 
member in the following stitch-forning opera 
tion of said needle, and a thread-severing device 
mounted upon said member to sever the thread 50 
engaged thereby. 

27. In a book-stitching machine, an apertured 
needle guide, a thread-stitching needle adapted 
to reciprocate through an aperture in said needle 
guide in each stitch-forming operation, a member 55 
movable at intervals between said needle guide 
and the work to be stitched and across the path 
of Said, needle in a direction transversely of the 
path of movement of the work, so that the thread 
carried by said needle becomes looped over said 60 
member in the following Stitch-forming opera 
tion of said needle, and a thread-severing device 
associated with Said member to sever the thread 
engaged thereby. 

28. In a book-stitching machine, an apertured 65 
needle guide, a thread-stitching needle adapted 
to reciprocate through an aperture in said needle 
guide in each stitch-forming operation, a mem 
ber movable at intervals between said needle 
guide and the work to be stitched and across 10 
the path of said needle in a direction transversely 
Of the path of movement of the work, so that 
the thread carried by said needle becomes looped 
Over Said member in the following stitch-forming 
Operation of Said needle, and a thread-severing 75 

40 

45 
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device carried by said member to sever the thread 
engaged thereby. 

29. In a machine for producing a continuously 
stitched book-pad, a needle guide, a thread 
stitching needle adapted to reciprocate trans 
versely of said guide, a thread-guiding member 
provided with at least one cutting edge and mov 
able at intervals between said needle guide and 
the Work to be stitched and across the path of 
said needie in a direction transversely of the 
book-pad, so that the thread carried by Said nee 
dile is engaged by said thread-guiding member 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

and severed by contact with said cutting edge 
thereof. 

30. In a book-stitching machine, a needle 
guide, a thread-stitching needle adapted to re 
ciprocate transversely of said guide, a blade hav 
ing at least one sharpened edge and Supported 
by said needle guide, Said blade being arranged 
to move at intervals between said needle guide 
and the work to be stitched and acroSS the path 
of said needle in a direction transversely of the 
path of movement of the Work, so that the thread 
carried by said needle is engaged by said blade 
and severed by contact with said sharpened edge 
thereof. 

31. In a book-stitching machine, a needle 
guide plate having an opening for the passage 
of a thread-stitching needle, a thread-stitching 
needle which reciprocates through said opening, 
a member supported by said needle guide plate 
and movable at intervals relatively to said guide 
plate and across the path of Said needle So as to 
dwell upon one side of Said needle path while 
the signatures of one book are being stitched, 
and then to move acroSS and dwell upon the op 
posite side of said needle path while the signa 
tures of the following book are being Stitched, 
whereby the thread between the adjacent 
Stitched books becomes looped. Over Said mem 
ber, and a thread-severing device associated 
With said member to sever the looped thread. 

32. In a book-stitching machine, a needle 
guide plate having an opening for the passage 
of a thread-stitching needle, a thread-stitching 
needle which reciprocates through said open 
ing, a member Supported by Said needle guide 
plate and adapted to move at intervals below 
Said guide plate and acroSS the path of Said 
needle So as to dwell upon one side of Said needle 
path while the signatures of one book are being 
Stitched, and then to move acroSS and dwell upon 
the opposite side of said needle path while the 
signatures of the following book are being 
stitched, whereby the thread between the ad 
jacent stitched books becomes looped over said 
member, and a thread-severing device associated 
with said member to sever the looped thread. 
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33. In a book-stitching machine a needle 

guide plate, a thread-stitching needle which 
moves transversely of Said plate, a thread-en 
gaging member positioned between Said plate 
and the work to be stitched and movable at in 
tervals across the path of said needle So as to 
dwell upon one side of said needle path while 
the signatures of one book are being stitched, 
and then to move across and dwell upon the op 
posite side of Said needle path. While the signa- I 
tures of the following book are being Stitched, 
whereby the thread between the adjacent 
Stitched books becomes looped over said mem 
ber, and a thread-severing device associated 
with said member to sever the looped thread. I 

34. In a book-stitching machine for stitch 
ing the folded edges of book signatures, a needle 
guide plate having an Opening for the paSSage 
of a thread-stitching needle and an opening for 
the paSSage of a thread-looping hook, a thread 
stitching needle which reciprocates through said 
needle opening, a thread-looping hook which 
reciprocates through said hook opening, a 
thread-engaging member Supported by said 
guide plate and movable at intervals across the 
neede path. So as to dwell upon One side of said 
needle path during the stitching of the signa 
tures of one book and then to move across and 
dwell upon the other side of said needle path 
during the Stitching of the signatures of the foll 
lowing book whereby the interconnecting thread 
between the adjacent stitched books becomes 
looped over said thread-engaging member, and 
a tiread-Severing device associated with said 
member to Sever said looped thread. 3 

35. In a book-stitching machine for stitching 
the folded edges of book signatures, a needle 
guide plate having an opening for the passage 
of a thread-stitching needle and an opening for 
the paSSage of a thread-looping hook, a thread- 4 
Stitching needle which reciprocates through said 
needle opening, a thread-looping hook which 
reciprocates through Said hook opening, a 
thread-engaging blade provided with at least one 
thread-Severing edge, Said blade being supported 4 
by Said guide plate and movable at intervals be 
tween said plate and the work to be stitched and 
acroSS the needle path. So as to dwell upon One 
side of Said needle path during the stitching of 
the Signatures of one book and then to move 5 
acroSS and dwell upon the other side of said 
needle path during the stitching of the signa 
tures of the following book whereby the inter 
connecting thread between the adjacent stitched 
books becomes looped over said thread-engaging 5 
blade and Severed. 
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