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ABSTRACT: A head covering to confine the hair suitable for
use by women, particularly for drying and sleeping purposes,
comprising an elongated member of fabric or the like having"
elastic means associated with the peripheral edges, and a con-
tractable hole being defined in the material adjacent one end
thereof wherein the other end may be inserted within the
opening and maintained therein solely by frictional forces.
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1
HEAD COVERING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The field of the invention lies in the area of women’s head
coverings incorporating interengaging portions wherein mat-
ing of the interengaging portions maintains the head covering
in the desired assembled relationship upon the wearer.

Head coverings which closely confine the head and employ
overlapping and interengaging portions are often called tur-
bans and have been of advantage in confining the wearer’s
hair while it is drying after washing. Examples of prior art of
this type are shown in U.S. Pats. Nos. 2,694,204 and
3,213,466. Such prior art devices normally employ clips, elon-
gated ties, fasteners or other extraneous devices for maintain-
ing the head covering in assembled relationship. The use of
such ancillary devices adds to the expense and also neces-
sitates the use of additional components to render the head
covering operative. Additionally, the use of ties with the head
covering material complicates assembly upon the wearer's
head, and requires a considerable amount of material.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention pertains.to a head covering of the turban type
wherein the head covering consists of a single member
adapted to closely confine the wearer’s head, and does not
require additional fastening means, clips or ties in order to be
maintained in assembled relationship upon the wearer. In es-
sence, the head covering consists of an elongated fabric
member, preferably of at least two layers, having an opening
defined adjacent one end, and the other end thereof being so
shaped as to be received and pulled through the opening. The
periphery of the elongated member is sewn with elastic thread
or incorporates an elastic flexible member whereby the edges
of the member will closely conform to the wearer’s head when
in use. The opening defined in the member is either lined with
an elastic thread or band, or associated with an elastic
member such that the elastic means tends to contract the
opening. Thus, upon receiving the other end of the elongated
member, the opening frictionally grasps and maintains the
material of the member within the opening. To maintain the
head covering upon the wearer, it is merely necessary to wrap
the elongated member about the wearer’s head and insert one
end thereof through the elasticized opening, and need for
more complex fastening means is eliminated. '

Another feature of the invention lies in the improved con-
forming relationship obtained between the head covering and
the wearer’s head. This improved conforming relationship
results from the use of the elastic elements at the periphery of
the member, and is also aided by the fact that the material
forming the member is cut on the bias with respect to the lon-
gitudinal length of the member. Thus, as the member is
wrapped around the wearer’s head, the material of the
member tends to stretch and function in an elastic manner.

A further feature of the invention, which makes the head
covering particularly suitable for use while sleeping, results
from the fact that the member is preferably formed of two
similarly shaped layers interconnected only at their periphery.
Thus, one of the layers forms an inner layer disposed toward
the wearer’s head and the other layer constitutes an outer
layer which would engage the pillow and bed linen. The flexi-
ble nature of the fabric, the fact that the layers are only inter-
connected at their periphery, and the use of small spacers in-
terposed between the layers permits lateral displacement
between the outer and inner layers as the wearer moves her
head relative to the bed clothing. Thus, the relative movement
between the layers of the head covering minimizes movement
of the wearer’s head, causing **pulling” upon the hair, and im-
proved comfort characteristics are obtained. This feature of
the invention is particularly advantageous when using the
head covering to confine curlers or other hair-setting devices,
and wherein such devices remain upon the head during sleep-
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Comfort of the head covering is increased by using a soft
foamlike strip of material adjacent the lower edge of the
covering which is disposed at the head and neck regions dur-
ing use. This foamlike material is of such a nature as not to
hinder the elastic characteristics of the elongated member
lower peripheral edge, yet prevents the elastic characteristics
of the lower edge from imposing undue localized forces upon
the wearer such as in the region of the ears.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The aforementioned advantages of the invention will be ap-
preciated from the following description and accompanying
drawing illustrating two embodiments wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front view of the head covering in accord with
the invention as assembled upon the wearer’s head;

FIG. 2 is an elevational, right side view of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the head covering shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2 in its free form;

FIG. 4 is the perspective view of the material from which
the head covering may be formed, prior to folding and sewing;

FIG. 5 is a plan view of the material forming the head cover-
ing after folding and sewing;

FIG. 6 is a perspective, enlarged, detail view of the opening
defined in the head covering in accord with the invention;

FIG. 7 is an enlarged, detail sectional view of the spacers
utilized between the layers of fabric of the head covering;

FIG. 8 is a front, elevational view of another embodiment of
the invention using a net fabric; and

FIG. 9 is a left side, elevational view of the embodiment of
FIG. 8.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Preferably, a head covering in accord with the invention
consists of an elongated member 18, FIG. 5, which includes a
lower edge 12, upper edge 14, and end edges 16 and 18. The
elongated member 10 illustrated in full lines in FIG. 5 may be
formed from a fabric pattern as illustrated in FIG. 4.

In FIG. 4, a sheet of material 20, preferably a woven fabric
or net material, is cut in a square configuration. When cutting
the material to form the head covering in accord with the in-
vention, it is highly desirable that the weave of the woven
material be on the bias with respect to the longitudinal length
of the finished member. Thus, the warp of the material is
preferably arranged in the direction indicated by arrow 22.
Spacer elements 24, as will be later described, are at this time
affixed to the material at the upper half thereof, as indicated.
The rectangular sheet is now folded along the line 26 to
produce a triangular configuration such as illustrated in FIG. §
in the full line and dotted lines 28. If the head-covering em-
bodiment illustrated in FIGS. 8 and 9 is to be produced, no
cutting of the folded material takes place. If it is desired to
provide the embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2, the folded material
is cut at lines 30 wherein the lines 30 define the upper
peripheral edge 14, FIG. 5. Assuming it is desired to form the
embodiment of FIGS. 1 and 2, the folded material will be of a
configuration, after cutting at lines 30, as shown in FIG. 5, the
dotted line portion 28 being removed after cutting at lines 30.

The resulting folded, elongated member is of a truncated
triangular configuration, as in FIG. 5, and the upper edges
formed by cutting at lines 30 and the end edges are sewn
together to form edges 14, 16 and 18, respectively, that the
two layers of material may be affixed at the periphery of the
member 10. The sewing of the member along the edges 14, 16
and 18 may be accomplished with an elastic thread. However,
the most desirable construction is to sew the edges 14, 16 and
18 together with conventional thread and add an elastic strip
or thread as an additional component affixed to the member
10 at the edges and parallel to the associated edge.

An elastic strip, thread or similar means 31 is associated
with each of the edges 12, 14, 16 and 18 which tend to con- °
tract, to a limited degree, the associated edge. Thus, the
member 10 will, in its free form, assume the rather “-
puckered’ configuration illustrated in FIG. 3.
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An opening or hole 32 is defined adjacent the right end of
the member 10, FIG. §, and elastic thread 34 or other elastic
means are associated with the edges of the hole, and elastic
means are associated with the edges of the hole, and elastic
means 36 may also be sewn parallel to the opening 32, FIG. 6,
which tends to contract the opening in its longitudinal
direction, yet permits the opening 32 to be extended to
receive the left tapered end portion 38 of the member, FIG. 5.

To provide optimum comfort, it is desirable that a padding
strip 40 be sewn to the lower edge 12. This padding strip may
consist of a length of polyurethane foam material of the soft
open cell type, and this material is of a highly flexible nature
so as not to interfere with the contraction imposed upon the
edge 12 by the elastic means associated therewith.

The spacer elements 24 employed between the layers of the
fabric of the elongated member may consist of small orna-
ments or the like which are attached to the outer layer 42 and
include a backing member 44 disposed on the inner side of the
outer layer. Thus, the backing member 44 is interposed
between the outer layer 42 and inner layer 46 and, being
formed of a smooth, metallic material, the backing member 44
of the ornaments permits the maintaining of a separation and
promotes lateral shifting between the layers of the head cover-
ing intermediate the periphery thereof, whereby the layers 42
and 46 may be transversely shifted with respect to each other.

In use, the member 10 is wrapped about the wearer’s head
in a manner which will be apparent from FIGS. 1 and 2. The
central portion of the member 10 engages the rear of the
wearer’s head, and the ends of the member are pulled up and
disposed adjacent the upper forehead. The end 38 is inserted
into the opening 32 and pulled therethrough whereby a “bow"”
like appearance is achieved. The appearance of the bow is due
to the fact that the opening 32 is set back a distance from the
intersection of lower edge 12 and the adjacent end edge 18 a
distance which is substantially equal to the distance which the
end 38 will be pulled through the opening. Of course, the
distance that the member end 38 is pulled through the opening
32 will be somewhat determined by the size of the wearer’s
head and the volume of the wearer’s hair arrangement.

Upon pulling the member end 38 through the opening 32, it
will be apparent the lower edge 12 tensioned by the elastic as-
sociated therewith will cause the lower edge 12 to closely con-
form to the neck and face configuration of the wearer, FIG. 1.
The upper edge 14 will not be under such a degree of tension
and will be of a configuration as is apparent from FIG. 2. Thus,
it will be appreciated that the elastic within the edges 12 and
14 tends to maintain the head covering in close engagement
with the wearer’s head and hair.

No additional fastening means are required to maintain the
member end 38 within the opening 32, as an effective fric-
tional engagement between the opening and the member end
received therein is achieved. This frictional engagement
results from several structural features. The elastic material or
thread 34 associated with the edge of the opening 32 tends to
constrict the size of the opening as does the elastic means 36
and, thus, the opening will tend to **squeeze” the member end
portion 38 received therein. Additionally, the elastic material
within the edges 12 and 16, particularly the edge 16, adjacent
the member end portion 38, will tend to cause the portion 38
which has-been pulled through the opening 32 to distort and
pucker. Thus, after the end portion 38 has been pulled
through the opening 32, it tends to expand and, thus, it
becomes relatively difficult to pull end portion 38 through the
opening in a release or withdrawing direction. Also, since the
edges 12 and 16 define a diverging, tapering configuration
having a maximum height considerably greater than the length
of the opening 32, pulling of the end portion 38 into the open-
ing tends to progressively increase the frictional engagement
between the end portion and the opening permitting the
wearer to “adjust” the grip of the opening upon the end por-
tion 38. However, the head covering can be removed from the
wearer by grasping the end portion 48 in which the opening is
formed and pulling this portion away from the end portion 38
inserted through the opening to overcome the frictional en-
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gagement between the opening and the end portion 38
received therein.

The head-covering embodiment of FIGS. 8 and 9 is identi-
cal to that of FIGS. 1 and 2, except the elongated member 50
is of a triangular configuration as would result when the sheet
material 20 is not cut at lines 30 and the member 50 includes
edges 28 as well as edges 16 and 18. The additional portions
defined by edges 28 are desirable to retain when the head
covering is to be used to confine the wearer’s head during
sleeping, particularly when hair rollers and other hair-setting
devices are worn. By retaining the portion defined by edges
28, the upper portion of the wearer’s head is substantially
covered by the fabric and, thus, curlers or the like located
upon the top of the wearer’s head will be within the confines
of the head covering.

In the embodiment of FIGS. 8 and 9, the elastic thread or
strip is utilized throughout the entire periphery of the elon-
gated member, as in the previous embodiment, and the head
covering is utilized in a manner similar to that described with
reference to FIGS. 1 and 2.

When the purpose of the head covering is primarily to be for
aiding the drying of hair, it is desirable to form the head cover-
ing of a woven material utilizing threaded loops which extend
from the weave, such as is commonly known as terry cloth.
Terry cloth has well-known moisture-absorbing qualities and
is of a particular advantage when used with the head covering
of the invention, in that the loops of the cloth provide a high
coefficient of friction when the end portion 38 of the member
10 is inserted through the opening 32. It will be appreciated
that with a high coefficient of friction material, a most effec-
tive interconnection between the opening 32 and the member
end portion 38 is obtainable.

When the head covering is primarily desired for protecting
the hair during sleeping, such as when rollers or curlers might
also be used, the preferred material is a net which will permit
the circulation of air therethrough. The head covering pro-
vides a significant improvement in comfort for the wearer dur-
ing sleeping, as the use of a pair of layers interconnected only
at the periphery and the presence of the spacers 24 permits
lateral shifting of the layers relative to each other a significant
degree due to their flexible nature. Thus, as the wearer turns
her head, the outer layer may remain relatively stationary with
respect to the pillow or bed linen, while the inner layer shifts
therewith in accordance with the wearer’s head. This relative
shifting of the layers of the head covering minimizes “pulling”
of the hair, particularly when rollers and curlers are being
used.

The conforming of the head covering to the wearer’s head is
enhanced by the fact that the pattern of the sheet material 20
is formed on a bias with respect to the longitudinal length of
the member 10. Thus, with a woven material, the member 10
is capable of a limited stretching and resiliency in the longitu-
dinal direction which, in conjunction with the elastic thread or
strips associated with the periphery of the member, tends to
insure that the head covering will conform to the wearer’s
head and hair.

It is appreciated that various modifications to the invention
may be apparent to those skilled in the art without departing
from the spirit and scope thereof, and it is intended that the in-
vention be defined only by the following claims:

I claim:

1. A head covering comprising, in combination, an elon-
gated member having first and second ends and a peripheral
edge including a longitudinally disposed lower edge, elastic
means affixed to said peripheral edge tending to contract the
associated edge in the longitudinal direction thereof, an open-
ing defined in said member adjacent said first end, elastic
means affixed to said member adjacent said opening tending
to contract said opening, said second end being of such con-
figuration whereby said member may be pulled about the
wearer's head such that said lower edge is disposed adjacent
the wearer’s face and neck and said second end is inserted into
said opening and maintained solely therein by said elastic
means tending to contract said opening upon said second end.
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2. In a head covering as in claim 1, a strip of soft, foamlike
material affixed to said member lower edge, said strip per-
mitting resilient expansion and contraction of said lower edge
under the influence of the associated elastic means.

3. In a head covering as in claim 1 wherein said member is
formed of a woven fabric including a plurality of projecting
loops wherein said fabric has a high coefficient of friction
when said second end thereof is received within said opening.

4. In a head covering as in claim 1 wherein said member
consists of at least two similarly shaped layers of fabric inter-
connected only at said peripheral edge, and friction-resisting
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spacing means affixed to at least one of said layers and inter-
posed between said layers adapted to maintain separation of
said layers intermediate said peripheral edge and facilitate
relative lateral displacement of said layers intermediate said
peripheral edge.

S. In a head covering as in claim 1 wherein said member
comprises a woven fabric and the weave of said fabric is
obliquely related to the longitudinal dimension of said
member.



