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This invention relates to a fastening means 
and has particular relation to a fastening means 
suitable for fastening doors and like closures in 
tight engagement with the wall, door jamb, win 
dow frame, or other opening sought to be closed. 

It is among the objects of my invention to 
provide a fastening means for doors and the 
like which will hold the door or other closure in tight engagement with the walls of the opening 
sought to be closed. . . . . . . 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a device which will hold a door tightly closed 
under ordinary conditions but which will spring 

strain or forces. . . . . . . . . . Another object of my invention is to provide 
a fastening means which is protected from snow, 
ice and the elements, and which may be so lo 

to a certain extent without injury under unusual 
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cated that it is spaced from the ground so that 
it will not become clogged with snow and ice. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a device which may be locked in closed position. 
Still another object of my invention is to pro 

wide a fastening means which may be reversed 
right or left as desired for use at the right or 
left end of a door. 
Other and further features and objects of the 

invention Will be more apparent to those skilled 
in the art upon a consideration of the accom 
panying drawing and following specifications, 
wherein are disclosed several exemplary embodi 
ments of the invention, with the understanding, 
however, that such changes may be made there 
in as fall Within the scope of the appended 
claims, without departing from the spirit of the 
invention. 
In Said drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view, partly in elevation and 

partly in section, of a device constructed accord 
ing to a preferred embodiment of my invention. 

Figure 2 is a view in perspective of the device 
shown in Figure 1 as it appears when in use, and 

Figure 3 is a view in perspective of the device 
as it appears from the outside of the door. 

Figure 4 is a view in perspective of a device 
constructed in accordance with a modified form 
of my invention. 

Referring now to the drawing, and particu 
larly to Figures 1 and 2 which illustrate a pre 
ferred embodiment of my invention, I preferably 
use a jamb plate O recessed or countersunk into 
the door jamb , and having an outwardly ex 
tending flange 2 thereon. In the embodiment 
of my invention here shown, I use stop members 
in the form of small triangular plates 3 and 4 
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which are mounted at the top and bottom of the 
jamb plate to and within the angle formed by 
the jamb plate and the flange. These triangular 
plates 3 and 4 serve to prevent the finger f6 
from turning off of the plate flange either at 
the top or at the bottom. - . . . " 
The jamb plate is provided with lugs which 

are placed midway between the top and bottom 
of the plate, and have openings therethrough for 
the insertion of a slidable bar 18, said bar being 
so mounted that when it is in the closed position 
the end thereof abuts against the flange 2 and 
extends into the arc of travel of the rotating 
finger 16. - - " . . . . . . . . . 

Placing the bar 8 in the center of jamb plate 
FO will permit the door fastener to be used either 
in a right or left handed position inasmuch as 
two recesses are provided for finger 6. In this 
manner the finger 6 is locked in position, and 
it is then impossible to open the door from the 
Outside. 
The finger 6 is turned by means of shaft 9 

extending through the door and through the 
outer plate 20, and is turned by a handle 2 at 
the end of the shaft. 
The shaft 9 is Surrounded by a coil Spring 22 

which abuts, at the Outer end, against a Washer 
9a and pin 9b, which holds the washer in place, 
and at the inner end bears against the inside of 
plate 23. The plate 23 is countersunk into the 
door 24 and is notched or recessed to receive the 
finger 6 when the latch is in open position. 
The spring 22 biases the shaft 9 outwardly so 

that the finger 6 is biased against the inner 
Wall of the flange 2 When the finger is engaged. 
The spring 22 serves two purposes, one of which 
is to hold the hook or finger 6 in place on the 
plate 2, and the other of which is to draw the 
door tightly against the jamb. 
The flange 2 is preferably made with indenta 

tions or recesses 2d. and 2b to help retain the 
finger 6 in the locked position. 
The modification of my invention as shown in 

Figure 4 utilizes a T head bolt instead of the 
finger 6 in the other embodiment. The T head 
bolt is adapted to operate in the same manner 
except that a slotted opening 27 is formed in 
the flange 2 through which the bolt head is in 
serted before being turned. When turned the 
bolt head is drawn inwardly by means of the 
spring against the flange 2. The head 26 of 
course bears against the plate at two points in 
stead of one, as in the case of the L-shaped 
finger. 
The flange is preferably recessed laterally, as 

  



2 
shown at 28, to receive the head and prevent it 
from working out of the locked position. 

It is apparent that to operate the lock shown 
in Figure 4 it is necessary to bring the bolt head 
into position opposite the slotted opening 27, then 
press inwardly on the handle and turn. 
The device which I have described not only 

operates as a simple, inexpensive and effective 
latching and locking means, but also serves to 
hold the door tightly against the jamb. If the 
door is pushed outwardly from the inside the 
Spring will take up the first shock, and if con 
tinued outward movement of the dOOr occurS, 
the handle 2 will strike the outer plate and pre 
vent the Spring 22 from bottoming. 
A further advantage of my device over the 

conventional bolt-type lock arises from the posi 
tioning of the base plate. When an attempt is 
made to open a door utilizing my device, a direc 
tion of force against the base plate Would be at 
right angles to the Screws which hold it in place, 
whereas in the conventional device the direction 
of force would be parallel to the fastening means. 
For this reason it is more difficult to force a door 
employing my device. 
A device constructed according to my inven 

tion will draw a door or the like firmly against 
the jamb or other edge of an opening to be closed. 
The device may be located in spaced relation with 
respect to the ground so that it will not become 
clogged with Snow and ice. The mechanism is 
protected from the elements. It can be used 
right or left as desired and may readily be locked 
in engaged position. The parts of the device 
may be constructed of inexpensive materials. 
Although I have described several Specific en 

bodiments of my invention, it is apparent that 
modifications thereof may be made by those 
skilled in the art. Such modifications may be 
made without departing from the spirit and Scope 
of my invention as Set forth in the appended 
claims. 
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I claim as my invention: 
1. In a door fastener, a jamb plate, a portion 

thereof extending parallel to the door, a re 
volvable fastening member extending through an 
opening in the door and through a door plate, 
a means in the door plate to receive the fasten 
ing member, a portion of the fastening member 
bent over to form a hook adapted to be turned 
into position over the jamb plate, and a means 
for biasing the hook against the jamb plate com 
prising a spring on the fastening member within 
the opening in the door, one end of same bearing 
against the door plate, the other end adapted 
to be held in fixed relation to the fastening men 
ber. 

2. In a door fastener, a jamb plate having a 
portion thereof extending parallel to the door, a 
revolvable fastening member extending through 
an Opening in the door, a door plate mounted 
flush with the inner surface of the door, said 
door plate having a recess therein, Said fastening 
member extending through an opening in the 
door plate and formed at its inner end to pro 
wide a latching finger adapted to be received 
flush within the recess of the door plate, a spring 
mounted around the fastening member and with 
in the Opening through the door and bearing 
against the door plate and against a protuber 
ance on the fastening member to bias the fasten 
ing member outwardly, a cover plate having an 
opening therethrough for receiving the fastening 
member, a handle on the outer end of the 
fastening member, the fastening member adapted 
to be preSSed in Wardly against the action of the 
Spring and be turned to engage the latching 
finger Over the jamb plate, said jamb plate hav 
ing a recess therein for frictionally engaging the 
latching finger, and pin means slidable in the 
jamb plate and adapted to prevent disengaging 
the latching finger from the jamb plate. 

ARTHUR. J. CALDERWOOD. 


