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IMPROVEMENT IN DRAWERS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 2,690, dated June 22, 1842, 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OLIVER JENKINs, of 

Boston, in the county of Suffolk, in the State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a new and 
useful Improvement in Drawers for Furni 
ture, of which the following description, in 
connection with the accompanying drawings, 
forms a full and exact specification. 

In the same I have set forth the nature and 
principles of my improvement, by which it 
may be distinguished from others of a like 
character, together with such parts or combi 
nations thereof as I claim and for which I 
Solicit Letters Patent. 
The peculiar object of my improvement is 

to enable a drawer to be moved freely into 
and out of its case or frame in which it slides 
Without, comparatively speaking, any of that 
adhesion or binding on its sides or exterior 
which occurs in most articles of this kind, 
often to their detriment, and which is owing 
more or less to the unequal shrinking or 
Warping of the parts of the wood-work. 
A drawer with my improvement added to 

it may be moved with great ease, even if the 
hand or force which causes it to operate is 
applied to any part of its front. 

Figure 1 of the above-mentioned drawings 
represents a view of the lower side of a 
drawer constructed according to my im 
proved method. Fig. 2 is a horizontal sec 
tion of the drawer-case, exhibiting the frame 
or bearing upon which the bottom of the 
drawer rests and moves. Fig. 3 is a vertical 
cross-section of the drawer and its case, while 
Fig. 4 is a central longitudinal and vertical 
Section of the same. . . . 
The main feature of my invention consists 

in constructing the lower side of the bottom 
of the drawer A with a long groove a, Figs. 1 
and 3, in its center, which groove shall extend 
from the front of said drawer to its rear, as 
seen in Fig.1, and also arranging the case or 
frame c, upon which the bottom of the sides 
and front of the drawer rest with a long 
tongue b, Figs. 2, 3, and 4, in its center, which 
in transverse section shall correspond to the 
groove a, and in length shall extend from the 

front of the drawer-case to its rear, as Seen 
in the drawings. The groove a may be 
formed in a piece of suitable hard Wood or 
metal B, screwed or otherwise properly af 
fixed to the lower side of the drawer and ex 
tending a short distance in rear of or beyond 
the back part of the drawer, as seen at d, 
Figs. 1 and 4, in order to abut against the 
rear e of the drawer-case and thus form a 
stop to arrest the movement of the drawer. 
The front of the groove a and tongue b is 
covered by the front board f of the drawer. 
The tongue may also be formed of hard Wood 
or metal screwed or otherwise connected to 
the drawer-frame. When the drawer is in 
serted in its case, the tongue b enters the 
groove a, and as the drawer is moved it is 
guided with great facility in a rectilinear di 
rection by the tongue and groove. This ar 
rangement renders side guides to a drawer 
entirely unnecessary, and by enabling the 
sides gg, Fig. 3, of the case to be set off an 
inch, more or less, from the sides of the drawer 
it prevents any shrinkage or swelling of the 
parts from interrupting the action of the 
drawer, as well as any of the unpleasant con 
sequences above mentioned. 
Having thus described my invention, Ishall 

claim 
Constructing the bottom of the drawer with 

a groove in its center running from the front 
to the rear of the same, and the frame or case 
thereof with a tongue which shall correspond 
to said groove, as set forth, and which, when 
the drawer is inserted in the case, shallenter 
the groove and guide the drawer in its move 
ments to and fro, the whole being arranged 
substantially in the manner and for the pur 
poses hereinabove explained. 
In testimony that the foregoing is a true 

description of my said invention and im 
provements I have hereto set my signature 
this 11th day of May, in the year 1842. 

OLIVER JENIKINS. 
Witnesses: 

R. H. EDDY, 
EZRA LINCOLN, Jr. 

  


