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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, AMOs. CUMMINGS, of 

Boston, in the county of Suffolk and Common 
wealth of Massachusetts, have invented an Improvement in Fastening Windows; and I 
do hereby declare that the following is a full 
and exact description thereof, reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings, and let 
ters of reference marked thereon, . 
... My invention consists in providing an auto 
matic catch or lock, of peculiar construction, 
for the swinging bar or button used in most 
of the ordinary window-fasteners. This catch 
holds the button fast in its locked position, 
rendering it impossible to move it from the 
outside by the insertion of a knife or other 
thin instrument between the two sashes, all as 
hereinafter more fully described and claimed. 

Figure 1 represents a top elevation or plan. 
of a fastener to which my invention is ap 
plied. Fig. 2 represents a vertical section of 
the same parallel to and near the front side of 
the fastener, showing the automatic catch or 

i lock, and the manner of its attachment to the 
fastener. - 

The terms “right and “left,” when used in 
this description, refer to one facing the win 
dow from the inside. . . 

. A and B are the two main parts of the fast 
ener, to be secured to the two sashes of the 
window in the usual manner. Each is about 
two and a half inches long by seven-eighths 
of an inch wide and three-eighths of an inch 
deep. These are of cast-iron or 6ther suitable 
material, and maybe hollow on the under side, to give lighter weight. C is the button of the 

near its center, by an iron pin or rivet, c, in 
such a manner that the button turns or swings 
on it as a center. Near the front edge of B, 
and extending from near the middle toward 
the right, is a long narrow slit or hole, D, ex 
slit or opening plays the automatic catch d, 
which is a long, slim, plain piece of iron or 
other metal, hung loosely by a pin or other 

fastener, attached to the upper surface of A, 

it tending vertically down through B. In this 
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means, in such manner that the end k, to the 
right of the point of supports, will drop by 
force of gravity, forcing the other end l above 
the surface forming the catch for the button, 
as shown in Fig. 2, E being an end view of 
the button. When the window is fastened. A 
little to the left of the middle of B, and nearer 
the back edge, as shown by F, Fig. 1, rises a 
shoulder or stop, F, Fig. 1, F, Fig. 2, from 
the top of which a vent of a lip projects hori 
Zontally toward the right, as shown in Fig. 2. 
To understand the working of the automatic 

catch, suppose the button to be pulled around 
for the purpose of fastening the window. As 
it is moved along the surface of B it presses 
down the end l of the automatic catch until 
just as the button meets the shoulder or stop 
F, Fig. 2, when, having passed beyond the 
catch, the end l flies up above the surface, and 
close to the side of the button, by reason of 
the end k dropping on account of its greater 
weight. The button is thus held by the catch 
securely against the shoulder or stop F and 
under its lip. 
The button is notched on one side, as shown 

at N, where it meets the stop F", in such man 
ner that when the Window is fastened and the 
button locked a sharp shoulder of the notched 
part shuts by the shoulder or stop F", and 
close against its front side, thus holding the 
two sashes together, so that they cannot be pried apart. 
To unfasten the window, press down the 

catch with one of the fingers, and at the same 
time with the thumb move the button round 
to A. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire 

to secure by Letters Patent, is 
The automatic gravity-catch d, in combina 

tion with the stops F. and F, and the notched 
button C, Substantially as and for the purpose 
hereinbefore set forth. 

AMOS CUMMINGS, 
Witnesses: 

CLARENCE. P. WESTON, 
SAML. T. HARRIS. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  


