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A waterproof sports glove comprises a pair of superposed flexible pieces of substantially water-impervious material connectead
and sealed together along the marginal edge portions thereof to define a glove body having an open lower section configured to
receive therethrough the hand of a user during use of the glove. The glove body Is provided with two finger sections separated
from one another by a cut-out portion, and each of the finger sections comprises at least one finger compartment for receiving
therein at least one finger of the user's hand. A web of a substantially water-impervious material is disposed within the cut-out
portion and interconnects the two finger sections.
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A waterproof sports glove comprises a palr of
superposed flexiple pieces of éubstantially water-impervious
material connected and sealed together along the marginal edge
portions thereof to define a glove body having an open lower
section configured to receive therethrough the hand of a user
during use of the glove. The glove body is provided with two
finger sections separated from one another by a cut-out portion,
and each of the finger sections comprises at least one finger
compartment for receiving therein at least one finger of the
user's hand. A web of a substantially water-impervious material

is disposed within the cut-out portion and interconnects the two

finger sections.
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WATERPROOF SPORTS GLOVE
Background of the Invention

1. Field of the Invention
The present invention relates generally to a waterproof
sports glove and, more particularly, to a flexible sports glove

constructed of water-impervious material for catching tennis-like

balls.
2. Background of the Invention

A leather baseball glove 1s typically worn by an
individual to catch a hard baseball. However, a hard baseball and
leather glove afe oftentimes inappropriate for use near crowds or
indoors, particularly when the baseball is propelled at high
speeds. Furthermore, during training of players at all levels 1in
the sport of baseball using a hard baseball and a leather glove,
fundamentals are oftentimes not properly learned due to the fear
assoclated with a hard ball traveling towards an individual at
high speeds.

Moreover, leather gloves are also inappropriate for use
in wet environments, such as in a pool, at the beach or in the
rain. Upon contact with water, leather gloves tend to become
stiff, which adversely affects the flexibility and useability of
the entire glove. Additionally, conventional leather gloves are

unable to effectively protect the wearer's hand against moisture.
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The present invention overcomes many of the

disadvantages inherent in conventional leather gloves used in

sports such as baseball.
Summary of the Invention

It 1s an object of the present invention to provide a
waterproof sports glove that may be used as a training tool for
sports at all levels, such as baseball, in order to facilitate
learning of fundamentals at a quicker rate.

It 1s another object of the present invention to
provide a waterproof sports glove that may be used in wet
environments without damaging the glove or adversely affecting
the flexibility and useability of the glove.

It 1s yet another object of the present invention to
provide a waterproof sports glove which may be manufactured
easlly and at low cost and which is rugged and durable in
construction.

The foregoing and other objects of the present
invention are carried out by a waterproof sports glove comprising
a palr of superposed flexible pieces of substantially water-
impervious material sealed together along the marginal edges
thereof to define a hollow body having an open lower section
configured to receive therethrough the hand of a user. 'The glove
body 1s provided with two spaced-apart finger sections separated

by a cut-out portion, and each of the finger sections comprises
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at least one finger compartment for accommodating at least one
finger of the user's hand. A web of substantially water-

impervious material is disposed within the cut-out portion and

interconnects the finger sections.

Brief Description of the Drawings

The foregoing summary, as well as the following
detailed description of a preferred embodiment of the invention,
will be better understood when read in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings. For the purpose of illustrating the
invention, there is shown in the drawings an embodiment which is
presently preferred. It should be understood, however, that the
invention is not limited to the precise arrangement and
instrumentalities shown. In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a front perspective view of a waterproof
sports glove according to the present invention;

Fig. 2 is a rear perspective view of the waterproof

sports glove shown in Fig. 1l; and

Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary view of a corner
portion of the waterproof sports glove shown within circle A in

Fig. 1 showing the flexible pieces prior to sealing.
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Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment

While this invention is susceptible of embodiments in
many different forms, this specification and the accompanying
drawlings disclose only one form as an example of the use of the
invention. The invention is not intended to be limited to the
embodiment so described, and the scope of the invention will be
pointed out in the appended claims.

Referring now to the drawings in detail, wherein like
numerals are used to 1ndicate like elements throughout, there is
shown in Figs. 1-3 an embodiment of a waterproof sports glove,
generally designated at 2, according to the present invention.
For purposes of illustration, the glove 2 is shown as a right-
hand glove for insertion on a user's right hand, and it is
understood that the invention is equally applicable to left- and
right-hand gloves. The waterproof sports glove comprises a pair
of superposed thin, flexible pieces 4,6 composed of substantially
water-impervious material and sealed together along the marginal
edge portions thereof to define a curved, hollow glove body 8.
The flexible pieces 4,6 correspond to the palm and the back,
respectively, of a user's hand. The flexible palm plece 4 is
similar in shape to but is slightly smaller in size than the
flexible baék pliece 6. This feature imparts to the hollow glove

body 8, and thus to the glove 2, a prestressed bow or curvature

as further described below.
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According to the present embodiment, as shown in Figs.
1-2, the marginal edges of the flexible pieces 4,6 are sealed by
a sewling process along a stitch line 7. However, since stitching
of the flexible pieces 4,6 produces holes in the flexible pieces,
additional means is required for sealing the flexible pieces in a
waterproof manner. Accordingly, as shown in Fig. 3, the marginal
edges of the flexible pieces 4,6 are heat sealed using a suitable
adhesive 9, for example thermoplastic synthetic resin adhesives
or thermosetting synthetic resin adhesives. However, it is
understood by those skilled in the art that othér suitable means
may be used for waterproof sealing the stitched marginal edges of
the flexible pieces 4,6. For example, after the stitching |
process, the marginal edges may be sealed with a seam sealer,
waterproof tape or the like.

Preferably, a synthetic rubber material, such as
neoprene, 1s used as the water-impervious material for the
flexible pieces 4,6. Neoprene is a synthetic rubber material
which not only exhibits excellent waterproof properties, but also
has a desirable flexibility property which permits it to be
repeatedly elastically deformed without damage or permanent
deformation. However, it is understood by those skilled in the
art that other synthetic rubber materials exhibiting the above

properties may be used for the flexible pieces 4,6.
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As shown in Figs. 1-2, the hollow glove body 8 is

provided with a sealed upper section 10, sealed side sections 11,

the hollow glove body 8, the two finger sections 14,16 being

separated by a U-shaped cut-out portion 18. A web 20 of
substantially water-impervious material is disposed within the
Cut-out portion 18 and interconnects the two finger sections
14,16. An anchor strap 22 is attached to.the flexible

piece 6 at the open lower section 12 of the hollow glove body 8
for securiﬁg the waterproof glove 2 to the hand of a user. The

anchor strap 22 is provided with suitable connecting means, such

of the hand of a user. For example, in this embodiment the
finger compartment 26 is dimensioned to receive therein the
little finger, the ring finger and the middle finger, the finger

compartment 28 is dimensioned to receive the index finger, and
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art that other numbers of finger compartments may be utilized, if
desired. For example, four individual finger compartments may be
provided for respective ones of the little finger, the ring
finger, the middle finger and the index finger of a hand, or one
finger compartment may be provided for accommodating all four
fingers.

As shown in Figs. 1-2, the web 20 comprises a plurality
of horizontal and vertical thin strips 32,34, which are likewise
preferably formed of flexible water-impervious material. The
strips 32,34 are arranged in a crisscross or lattice pattern and
stitched together at their intersections to define a pocket
configured to receive a ball, such as a tennis ball or the like.
In the present embodiment; the pocket comprises three horizontal
strips 32 and three vertical strips 34. However, it is
understood that any other number of strips may be used without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention.

The opposite ends of the horizontal strips 32 are
inserted in between the overlying, opposed edges of the flexible
pieces 4 and 6 and secured thereto by stitching at the same time
the two flexible pieces are stitched together. Similarly, the
lower ends of the vertical strips 34 are inserted in between the
overlying, opposed edges of the flexible pieces 4 and 6 and
attached thereto by stitching during stitching together of the
two flexible pieces. Preferably, the flexible water-impervious
material for the strips 32,34 is the same as described above with

respect to the flexible pieces 4,56.
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The construction of the waterproof sports glove
according to the present embodiment will be explained below with
reference to Figs. 1-3.

The flexible pieces 4,6 ére first cut from a suitable
thin synthetic rubber material, such as neoprene, either manually
or with an industrial cutting machine, using a pattern generally
resembling the shape of a hand. As noted previously, the
flexible piece 4 has the same shape as but a slightly smaller

size than the flexible piece 6. The cut-out portion 18 is

separately. The horizontal and vertical strips 32,34 are also
cut from synthetic rubber material and arranged in a lattice
pattern to form the web 20 as shown in Figs. 1-2.

The flexible pieces 4,6 are superposed and sewn
together, as shown by the stitch line 7 in Figs. 1-2, along the
marginal edge portions thereof at the upper section 10 and the
side sections 11,13 to form the glove body 8 using, for example,
an ilndustrial sewing machine. Before sewing together the
flexible pieces 4,6, the strips 32,34 are inserted between the
overlying insérted edges of the pieces 4,6 and a suitable
adhesive 9 is applied to the marginal edge portions of the pieces
4,6 (excluding the edge portions at the bottom, open section 12).
During the sewing process, the smaller flexible plece 4 is
elastically stretched to the size of the larger flexible piece 6

After the sewing process is completed, the tension applied to the

-8 —
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stretched flexible piece 4 is released, whereby the flexible

plece 4 contracts to some degree as it seeks to return to its
original size. The contraction of the flexible.piece 4 1s
resisted by the larger flexible piece 6 which is sewn to the
plece 4, whereby the piece 6 undergoes some degree of stretching
as thé plece 4 contracts thereby imparting a prestressed

curvature or bow to the glove body 8. Then the flexible pieces
4,6 are sewn at a stitch line 36 to form the finger compartments
26, 28.

Instead of, or in addition to, applying the adhesive 9
to the marginal edge portions of the flexible pieces 4,6, a
suitable seam sealer, waterproof tape or other sealing means may
be applied over the stitching 7 to ensure the waterproofness of
the glove 2. '

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that
the sports glove 2 according to the present invention may be used
to catch tennis balls and the like near crowds or indoors without
the inherent risks associated with a hard baseball and leather
glove. The sports glove is also well suited as a training tool
for sports at all levels, such as baseball, to permit the
learning of fundamentals adequately and at a quicker rate.

Moreover, the present invention provides a waterproof
sports glove which is particularly well adapted for use in wet
environments without damaging the glove or adversely affecting

the flexibility and useability of the glove, and which may be
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manufactured easily and at low cost and which is rugged and
durable in construction.

From the foregoing description, it can be seen that the
present invention comprises an improved waterproof sports glove.
It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that obvious
changes could be made to the embodiment described in the
foregoing description without departing from the broad inventive
concept thereof. It is understood, therefore, that this
invention is not limited to the particular embodimént disclosed,
but 1s intended to cover all obvious modifications thereof which

are within the scope and spirit of the invention as defined by

the appended claims.
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THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION INWWHICH AN EXCLUSIVE
PROPERTY OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS:
EPROPERTY OR PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS:

1. A waterproof sports glove for use by a user,
éomprising: a pair of superposed flexible pi"eces of substantially
water-—irﬁpervious material connected and sealed together along
marginal edge portions thereof to define a glove body having an
open lower section configured to receive therethrough the hand of
a user during use of the glove, the glove body having two finger
sections separated from one another by a cut-out portion, each of
the finger sections comprising at least one finger compartment
for receiving therein at least one finger of the user's hand: and
a web of a substantially water-impervious material disposed

within the cut-out portion and interconnecting the two finger

sections.

2. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 1:
further comprising an anchor strap attached to one of the pieces

for securing the glove to the hand of the user.

3. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 1:
wherein one of the pieces has a similar shape and smaller size
than the other of the pieces thereby imparting a prestressed

curvature to the glove body due to the connection of the two

pleces along the marginal edge portions thereof.

_.ll._
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4, A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claimn 33

wherein the two pieces comprise béck and palm parts,

respectively, corresponding to back and palm parts of the user's

hand.

5. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 1:

wherein the water-impervious material of the pieces comprises

synthetic rubber.

6. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 5;

whereln the synthetic rubber comprises neoprene.

receiving a tennis-like ball.

8. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 7

wherein the flexible material comprises synthetic rubber.

7. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 8 ;

wherelin the synthetic rubber comprises neoprene.

10. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 1;

wherein one of the finger sections comprises a single finger

compartment, and the other of the finger sections comprises at

least two finger compartments.

....12_



M e 1t E MM AN BBA MM MANAS W™ S78 JITSF SEFAWTIIWT I TENAFRTY A N

L L e

11. A'waterproof sports glove for use by a user,
comprising: a pair of superposed flexible pieces of substantially
water-impervious material connected and sealed together along
marginal-edge portions thereof to define a glove body having an
open lower section configured to receive therethrough the hand of
a user during use of thé glove, one of the pieces having a
similar shape and smaller size than the other of the pleces
thereby imparting a prestressed curvature to the glove bddy due
to the connection of the two pieces along the marginal edge
portions thereof, the glove bédy having two finger sections
separated from one another by a cﬁt-out portion, each of the
finger sections comprising at least one finger compartment for
receiving therein at least one finger of the user's hand: a web
of a substantially water-impervious material disposed within the
cut-out portion and interconnecting the two finger sections: and
securing means attached to one of the pieces for releasably

securing the glove to the hand of the user.

-

12. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 11:

wherein the water-impervious material comprises synthetic rubber.

13. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 12:

wherein the synthetic rubber comprises neoprene.

1l4. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 11;
wherein one of the finger sections comprises a single finger
compartment, and the other of the finger sections comprises at
least two finger compartments.

_13...
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15. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 11;
whereln the web comprises a plurality of strips of flexible

material arranged in a lattice pattern defining a pocket for

recelving a tennis-like ball.

16. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 15;

wherein the flexible material comprises synthetic rubber.

17. A waterproof sports glove as claimed in claim 16;

whereln the synthetic rubber comprises neoprene.

-14-
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