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(57) Abrege/Abstract:
A display unit may be a cooler merchandiser for displaying products, such as food and beverages. The cooler merchandiser may

have a housing that contains a display portion for displaying one or more products and a cooling portion that may be configured to
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(57) Abrege(suite)/Abstract(continued):

cool the products In the display portion. A frame may be attached to the housing and may extend along at least a portion of the
perimeter of a surface of the housing. A removable insert may slide into the frame so that it is positioned adjacent to a surface of the
housing. The removable insert may include a cardboard material and the housing may Include a rigid styrene material. The
removable Insert may display a graphics that may be customized. An opening may be provided Iin the housing to provide access to
the display portion and a thermo-protective barrier may be provided to cover the opening.
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

A display unit may be a cooler merchandiser for displaying products, such as food and
beverages. The cooler merchandiser may have a housing that contains a display portion for
displaying one or more products and a cooling portion that may be configured to cool the
products in the display portion. A frame may be attached to the housing and may extend along at
least a portion of the perimeter of a surface of the housing. A removable insert may slide into the
frame so that it is positioned adjacent to a surface of the housing. The removable insert may
include a cardboard material and the housing may include a rigid styrene material. The
removable insert may display a graphics that may be customized. An opening may be provided

in the housing to provide access to the display portion and a thermo-protective barrier may be

provided to cover the opening.
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COOLER MERCHANDISER WITH CUSTOMIZABLE GRAPHICS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

Aspects of the 1nvention relate generally to cooler merchandisers for storing and

displaying items, such as food and beverage products. More specifically, the invention

relates to cooler merchandisers having customized graphics.

BACKGROUND

Oftentimes, perishable food and beverage items require a controlled storage environment.
Consequently, many storage units have been developed that contain a mechanism that
controls the environment of an enclosed space, such as a refrigerator. Most of these units
have some kind of access portal, like a door, or slidable window that provides access to
the enclosed, interior space of the storage unit for retrieving products (such as food and
beverage products) from the cooling unit. However, these storage units are often made of
a heavy material, such as metal, and may be difficult to move and repair. Most of the
units are not portable due to their weight and size. Further, the exterior surface of the

display units 1s not easily repaired or changed and the appearance of the unit is not easily

updated or remodeled.

Portable cooler merchandiser units have been developed that reduce the weight of the
cooling units and create an environment in which the environment of the interior space

can be controlled. A manufacturer and/or merchant may wish to sell food and beverage

products at a store. A cooler capable of storing the food and beverage products may be

positioned at the point of sale to attract consumers.

For example, a manufacturer might want to sell perishable food products at a store, such
as a grocery store, a convenience store, or any other typical point of sale. This type of
sale often targets consumers by displaying advertising, logos, or any other appealing
presentation on the products or on the cooler merchandiser that stores and displays the
products. Advertising has become crucial for selling products and reaching consumers,

such as the food and beverage products that are described above. Most products are
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associated with a manufacturer or company by a logo or other graphics associated with the
container, product, or service during the sales process. Many sellers choose to directly apply

a graphics or logo to the product itself or to the container from which the product 1s sold.

Some of the cooling units described above may be imprinted with the graphics, logos, or
other advertising indicia to attract consumers to the products at a point of sale. The graphics,
logos, and other advertising indicia are typically affixed in a permanent fashion to the
cooling unit. In many configurations, the graphics, logos, and other advertising 1s
permanently applied to the housing structure of the cooling unit and may only be replaced by
replacing the entire or a large portion of the housing. Most advertising strategies trequently
change and replacing the housing to reflect the current advertising is inefficient,

burdensome, and expensive.

Although many cooler merchandisers exist in the art, there 1s room for improvement. A
cooler merchandiser that is lightweight and easily transportable would be a welcomed
advancement in the art. Additionally, a cooler merchandiser having a housing displaying a
graphics that may be inexpensively and efficiently changed would also be a welcomed

advancement 1n the art.

SUMMARY

The following presents a general summary of aspects of the invention in order to provide a
basic understanding of at least some of its aspects. This summary 1s not an extensive
overview of the invention. It is not intended to identify key or critical elements of the
invention and/or to delineate the scope of the invention. The following summary merely
presents some concepts of the invention in a general form as a prelude to the more detailed

description provided below.

In an aspect of the invention, a cooler merchandiser, comprising a housing having a display
portion for displaying a product and a cooling portion configured to cool the product
displayed in the display portion, wherein at least a portion of the housing includes an
opening for providing access to the display portion, wherein the housing further includes a
plurality of shelves that are horizontally extendable through the opening; a frame attached to

the housing, the frame extending along at least a portion of the perimeter of a surface of the
2
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housing; and a first removable insert having a first graphics, the first removable insert
capable of fitting within the frame, the first removable insert also capable of horizontally
slidingly engaging with the frame, wherein the frame and a side wall of the cooler
merchandiser together form a channel configured to allow the first removable insert to

horizontally shidingly engage the channel.

In another aspect of the invention, a cooler merchandiser, comprising a housing defining an
interior space for housing at least one product, the housing having a top wall, a bottom wall,
and a plurality of side walls, wherein at least one of the side walls includes an opening for
providing access to the interior space of the housing and wherein the housing includes a
plurality of shelves that are horizontally extendable through the opening; a frame attached to
an exterior surface of at least one of the top wall, the bottom wall, and the plurality of side
walls; and at least one removable cardboard insert having a customized graphics, wherein
the frame and a side wall of the cooler merchandiser together form a channel configured to
allow the at least one removable cardboard insert to slidingly engage the channel, the at least
one removable cardboard insert being positioned adjacent to at least one of the top wall, the
bottom wall, and at least one of the plurality of side walls when the at least one removable

cardboard insert is positioned within the frame.

In yet another aspect of the invention, a method of providing graphics on a cooler
merchandiser, comprising the steps of applying a first graphics to a first removable insert
and a second graphics to a second removable insert; sliding horizontally the first removable
insert into a channel formed by a frame and a side wall of the cooler merchandiser; sliding
horizontally the first removable insert out of the channel; and sliding horizontally the second
removable insert into the channel, wherein the cooler merchandiser comprises a housing
having a display portion for displaying a product; an opening providing access to the display

portion; and a plurality of shelves that are horizontally extendable through the opening.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[11] A more complete understanding of the present invention and certain advantages thereof may
be acquired by referring to the following description along with the accompanying drawings,

in which like reference numbers indicate like features, and wherein:

[12] Figure 1 illustrates a cooler merchandiser with a frame and removable 1nserts, according to

aspects of the invention.

[13] Figure 2 illustrates an exploded view of the cooler merchandiser with the frame and the

removable inserts of Figure 1.

3a
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Figure 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of the cooler merchandiser with the frame and

the removable inserts of Figure 1.

Figure 4 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the cooler merchandiser, in accordance

with aspects of the invention.

Figures 5A and 5B illustrate a first removable insert and a second removable 1nsert, in

accordance with aspects of the invention.

Figure 6 illustrates a thermo-protective barrier for a cooler merchandiser, in accordance

with aspects of the invention.

The reader 1s advised that the attached drawings are not necessarily drawn to scale.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following description of various example embodiments of the invention, reference
1S made to the accompanying drawings, which form a part hereof, and in which are
shown by way of illustration various example devices, systems, and environments in
which aspects of the invention may be practiced. It is to be understood that other specific
arrangements of parts, example devices, systems, and environments may be utilized and

structural and functional modifications may be made without departing from the scope of

the present invention.

A. General Description of the Cooler Merchandiser

In general, as described above, aspects of the invention relate to cooler merchandisers. In
accordance with at least some aspects of the invention, a cooler merchandiser may
comprise a housing; a frame attached to the housing; and a first removable insert capable
of fitting within the frame. The housing may have a display portion for displaying a
product and a cooling portion configured to cool the product displayed in the display
portion. The frame may extend along at least a portion of the perimeter of a surface of the

housing. The first removable insert may have a first exchangeable graphics. The first

removable insert may be capable of slidingly engaging with the frame.
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The cooler merchandiser may be any device having an enclosed space for storing
products, such as food and beverage products. Any products may be placed within the
enclosed space of the cooler merchandiser. The cooler merchandiser may be any suitable
size and shape. For example, the cooler merchandiser may be very large and may
enclose a large space, such as a typical room for a walk-in refrigerator or treezer. In
another example, a cooler merchandiser may be relatively small, such as the cooler
merchandiser that may be positioned in a store or at another point of sale. The cooler
merchandiser may be any suitable shape including, but not limited to a sphere, a cube or
rectangular enclosure, or any other polygon shape. The cooler merchandiser may be any

suitable three dimensional container.

The cooler merchandiser may have a housing that includes any suitable material. The
housing may include styrene, foam, metal (i.e., galvanized steel), wood, plastics,
polyurethane, composite material, glass, polymers, and the like. The material of the
housing may be synthetic and/or non-synthetic material. For example, the housing may
be made of a styrene material, as conventionally available in the art. The styrene material
may be rigid. The housing may be made of a single type of material or may be created by
combining and/or attaching a plurality of types of materials. One or more pieces may
define the housing. The one or more pieces may be of a unitary construction or may be
individually formed. Each of the pieces may be any suitable shape and size. For a
housing with a plurality of pieces, each of the pieces may be the same shape and/or size

or one or more of the pieces may be of a different shape and/or size.

The housing may define an interior space for housing one or more products. The interior
space may have a top wall, a bottom wall, and a plurality of side walls. The top wall, the
bottom wall, and the plurality of side walls may form a shape such as a cube, a cuboid, or
any other three-dimensional shape. The top wall, the bottom wall, and the plurality of
side walls may be attached together at any angle, such as a right angle, an acute angle, an
obtuse angle, or any combination thereof. The top wall, the bottom wall, and the side
walls may be flat or may have a curved surface. Each of the top wall, the bottom wall,

and the side walls may be any suitable size and shape.
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The housing may be capable of displaying products. For example, the housing may have
shelves or a display area for positioning products, such as food and beverage products.
The display area may have any number of shelves. The shelves may contain any suitable
material, including, but not Iimited to, plastics, wood, metals, and the like. The shelves
may include wire that form one or more slits in the shelf and define a surface upon which
products may be displayed. The shelves may be adjustable within the display area. The
shelves may also be extendable from the housing, such as being extendable through the
opening defined in the housing to provide a user with easy access to the products situated

in the rear portion of the shelf that may otherwise be difficult to reach.

The display area may be a portion of the interior space defined by the housing. A portion
of the display portion may or may not be visible from the exterior of the cooler
merchandiser. An opening may provide access to the display portion to retrieve the
products, as described in greater detail below. The display portion may include
advertisements, shapes, colors, logos, props, or other features that may encourage a

consumer to view and/or retrieve a product from the display portion of the housing.

The housing may also have a cooling portion that is configured to maintain a suitable
environment within the display portion (interior space) of the housing. The cooling
portion may be configured to maintain a suitable temperature for storing and/or
displaying the products within the display portion of the housing. The cooling portion

may also be configured to maintain additional environmental characteristics of the

display area, such as humidity, ventilation, air pressure, and any other environmental
characteristic of the display portion. The cooling portion may be electrical and/or
mechanical and may be fixedly or selectively attached to the display portion of the
housing. For example, the cooling portion may include positioning ice or another cooling
device within the display portion to cool the interior space and keep the products that are
stored within the display portion cool, such as in a conventional insulated box (i.e., a
“cooler”). The cooling portion may also be a conventional electro-mechanical device

that is configured to maintain a suitable temperature and humidity within the display

portion.
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[27] The housing may contain insulation. The insulation may be any suitable material or

clement that i1s capable of preventing heat transfer between the interior space defined by
the walls of the housing and the exterior space outside of the housing. For example, one

or more walls of the housing may contain an insulating insert that may be inserted within

the wall to help maintain a cool temperature within the housing.

[28] The cooler merchandiser may have a frame. The frame may be attached to the housing in
any suitable manner. The frame may extend along any suitable portion of the housing.
For example, the frame may extend along a portion of the perimeter of a wall of the
housing. The housing may define a space such as a cube, a rectangular cuboid, or any
other shape. One or more of the walls of the housing may have a frame that extends
along the perimeter of the wall. In some examples, the frame may extend along two
opposing edges of a wall of the housing. This configuration would provide support along
opposing edges for the removable insert that may be slid into the frame. The frame may
extend along a first edge of the housing and along a second edge of the housing, the first
edge being positioned along an opposite edge of the wall. Further, this configuration

would permit easy removal and replacement of the removable insert by sliding the

removable insert in a direction that is parallel to the position of the frame.

[29]  In another example, the frame may extend along the entire perimeter of one or more walls
(i.e., at or near the edges of the walls) of the housing. The frame may be detachable from
the housing so that the removable insert may be replaced. The frame may also be fixedly
attached to the housing. In this configuration, the removable insert may be capable of

flexing so that the edges of the removable insert may slide into the frame from any

desired angle.

[30] In some example embodiments, the frame extends along the exterior surface of the
housing. In other examples, the frame may be embedded within a wall of the housing. In
yet another example, the housing and the frame may be formed from a unitary
construction. For example, the housing and the frame may be formed from a single piece

of material. The housing and the frame may also be formed from two or more pieces of
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material that may be permanently or selectively attached to each other. The frame may

contain any suitable material, such as aluminum or another metal, plastics, and wood.

The frame may comprise a unitary construction or a plurality of separate pieces. For
example, the frame may comprise a first element and a second element that are

selectively attachable to each other. The first element and the second element may be

attachable to each other by any suitable mechanical connector.

The frame may be any suitable shape and/or size and may be attached to the housing in
any suitable manner, as described above. For example, the frame may form a channel for
recerving a portion (e.g., an edge) of the removable insert. The channel may be a U-
shape, a C-shape, or a J-shape. The edge of the removable insert may be shaped in a
complimentary fashion to the U-shape, the C-shape, or the J-shape of the channel. For
example, the edges of the removable insert may be rounded to fittingly slide into the U-
shaped, C-shaped, or J-shaped frame, respectively. Any suitable shape of the frame and
the edge of the removable insert may be implemented. Any suitable connector may

secure the removable 1nsert within the frame.

Each of the U-shaped, C-shaped, and J-shaped frames may have a first end and a second
end. The first end of the frame may be attached to the housing in any suitable fashion
(permanently or selectively attached together). The second end of the frame may extend
away from the housing and may be free from the housing, thereby forming the U-shaped,

the C-shaped, or the J-shaped channel between the frame and the housing.

The cooler merchandiser may also have one or more removable inserts. The removable
insert may slidingly engaged to fit within the frame. For example, the edge of the
removable insert may fit within a space defined by the frame, as described above. The
frame may define a space shaped as a long narrow channel into which the edge of the
removable sert may slide from one or more directions. Any suitable mechanical
connector may secure the removable insert within the frame. Some examples of
mechanical connectors that may be suitable for this use are: friction-creating materials
(i.e., rubber), ridges or other formations on the surface of the edge of the removable insert

that cause friction between surfaces, a protrusion positioned on the edge of the removable
8
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insert that may be fitted within the channel secure the two pieces together, adhesives, or

any other suitable connectors. In some examples, no mechanical connector is used to

connect the removable insert and the frame.

The removable insert may be any suitable shape and size. For example, the removable
insert may be shaped in a similar shape to one of the walls of the housing. In some
examples, a side wall of the housing may be a rectangular shape and the removable insert
may be a similar rectangular shape. The removable insert may be fitted within the frame
so that 1t 1s positioned adjacent to the side wall of the housing and so that it extends

across substantially all of the side wall of the housing. The removable insert may extend

across any portion of the housing.

In some examples, a rectangular housing may have a top wall, a bottom wall, and a
plurality of side walls. A top wall removable insert may be slid into the frame extending
along a portion of the top wall and a plurality of side wall removable inserts may be slid
into the frame extending along a portion of one or more of the side walls. The cooler

merchandiser may have any suitable wall or portion of a wall covered by a removable

insert.

The removable insert may have a graphics. The graphics may include any illustration,
graphics, logos, text, pictures, or the like. The graphics may also include any attachments
or other objects that may be attached to the removable insert. Additionally, the graphics
may correlate with a product and/or an advertisement. The graphics and/or the
advertisement may be customized for a particular product or may be customized to target
a particular group of consumers or possible users of the products. In some example
cooler merchandisers, a first removable insert may have a first graphics and a second
removable insert may have a second graphics that is different from the first graphics. The
first graphics may be customized to correlate to a first advertisement and the second
graphics may be customized to correlate to a second advertisement that is different from

the first advertisement. The first advertisement and the second advertisement may both

relate to the same product, yet each advertisement may be a different.
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The removable insert may contain any suitable material, such as metal, wood, plastic,
cardboard, paper, glass, or the like. In some examples, the removable insert 1s made
substantially of cardboard material. The cardboard removable insert may have cost-
efficient manufacturing and easy installation. The cardboard insert may be replaced for
any suitable reason, such as wear, change in advertising strategy, change in consumer
target group, or any other reason. In another example, the removable insert 1s made

substantially of plastic(s) and the graphic(s) may be silk-screened onto the removable

insert.

T'he cooler merchandiser may also have a protective layer that covers at least a portion of
the removable insert. For example, the protective layer may be a transparent sheet of
plastic or glass that slides into the frame in a similar fashion to the removable insert
sliding 1nto the frame. The protective layer may be positioned to face away from the
housing, i.e., the removable insert would be sandwiched between the housing and the
protective layer. In this configuration, the protective layer would provide a barrier that
may cover at least a portion of the removable insert to prevent the removable insert from

being exposed to the exterior surface of the cooler merchandiser. The protective layer

may contain any suitable material or materials.

The cooler merchandiser may include a housing having an opening. The opening may
provide access from the exterior of the cooler merchandiser into the display portion. For
example, the opening may define a hole or other void within a portion of a wall of the
housing. The opening may permit a consumer or other user to reach into the interior
space of the housing to select a product in the display portion. The opening may provide
access to any portion of the cooler merchandiser. The opening may be positioned in any
portion of the housing. For example, the opening may be positioned within one or more

side walls of the housing.

The cooler merchandiser may have more than one opening. In some example cooler
merchandisers, a {irst opening may be positioned within a first side wall and a second

opening may be positioned within a second side wall that is different from the first side

10
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wall. Some example cooler merchandisers may have an opening positioned in the top

wall as well.

A thermo-protective barrier may extend across the opening. The thermo-protective
barrier may include a glass door, a thermo-protective barrier (such as a sheet designed to
retractably extend across the opening), a ventilation system designed to maintain a
protective air barrier across the opening, or any other suitable thermo-protective barrier.
The thermo-protective barrier may extend across any portion of an opening. For
example, the thermo-protective barrier may be a curtain that extends across the opening.
In another example, the thermo-protective barrier may be a plastic or glass door that
extends across the opening. The door may be opened via a hinge configuration, a sliding

door configuration, or any other suitable arrangement.

In another aspect, a cooler merchandiser may comprise a housing, a frame attached to the
exterior surface of the housing, and at least one removable cardboard insert that may
slidingly engage with the frame. The housing may define an interior space for housing at
least one product. The housing may have a top wall, a bottom wall, and a plurality of
side walls. The frame may be attached to at least one of the top wall, the bottom wall,
and the plurality of side walls. The removable cardboard insert may have a customized
graphics. The customized graphics may be any suitable graphics, features, objects, or the
like. When the removable cardboard insert is slidingly engaged within the frame, the

removable cardboard insert may be positioned adjacent to at least one of the top wall, the

bottom wall, and at least one of the side walls.

In yet another aspect, a method of providing graphics on a cooler merchandiser may
comprise steps of: (1) applying a first graphics to a first removable insert and a second
graphics to a second removable insert; (2) inserting the first removable insert into a frame
that may be attached to an exterior surface of a housing for cooling products; (3)
removing the first removable insert from the frame; and (4) inserting the second

removable insert into the frame. Any suitable number of removable inserts may be slid

into the frame.

11
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B. Specific Examples of the Cooler Merchandiser

Figure 1 illustrates cooler merchandiser 100 for displaying products 102. The cooler
merchandiser 100 has a display portion 104 and a cooling portion 106 attached to the
bottom of the display portion 104. The display portion 104 may define an interior space
110 in which a plurality of shelves 114 may be situated. The shelves 114 may be capable
of storing products 102 and the position of the shelves 114 within the interior space 110
may be adjustable by any mechanism, such as the bracket 112 shown in Figure 1. The
display portion 104 may be a three-dimensional rectangular shape. An opening 116 may

comprise a substantial portion of one of the side walls 118 of the display portion 104, as

illustrated in Figure 1.

Figures 1 and 2 illustrate an example cooler merchandiser 100, 200 having a frame 120,
202 and removable inserts 204. For example, Figure 2 shows a frame 120, 202 that 1s
positioned along three edges of a side wall 120, 208 of the display portion 104, 210 of the
housing 108, 214. As described in greater detail above, a frame may be positioned on

any surface of the housing. The frame of Figure 2 is shown to extend along opposing

side walls and a portion of a front wall.

Figure 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of a portion of the cooler merchandiser 300,
frame 302, and removable inserts 304. The frame 302 and the side wall 306 form a U-
shaped channel 308. A first end 310 may be attached to the side wall 306 of the housing
and a second end 312 may extend away from the side wall 306 of the housing and may be
free from the side wall 306 of the housing. The frame 302 and side wall 306 may form a
channel 308 into which the removable insert 304 may be slid. The removable insert 304
1s shaped to slidingly engage into the U-shaped channel 308. When the removable insert
304 is positioned within the U-shaped channel 308, the removable insert 304 is
positioned between the side wall 306 and the frame 302. Figure 3 illustrates a side wall
306 having a first frame combination 314 and a second frame combination 316

positioned on opposite ends of the opening 318.

12
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Figure 4 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the cooler merchandiser 400. In this
configuration, the frame may comprise a plurality of elements 402 that may each be
selectively attachable to each other via a mechanical connector. In this example, the
plurality of elements are selectively attachable at the intersection (or corners) of two

elements. The plurality of elements may be detachable at any suitable position along the

frame.

Figures SA and 5B illustrate a first removable insert 500 having a first graphics 502 and a
second removable insert 504 having a second graphics 506 that is different than the first
graphics 502. The first graphics 502 may be related to a first advertisement and the

second graphics 506 may be related to a second advertisement.

As explained in greater detail above, the opening in a cooler merchandiser may have a
thermo-protective barrier. In the example cooler merchandiser 600 illustrated in Figure
6, a retractable thermo-protective barrier 602 is capable of extending across the opening

606 of the housing 604 of the cooler merchandiser 600.

The example cooler merchandiser described above may be assembled in various sizes
(e.g., small, medium, and large) to accommodate various spaces into which the cooler
merchandiser will be positioned. The cooler merchandiser also may incorporate various
optional features such as lighting systems. The lighting systems may illuminate various
portions of the cooler merchandiser, such as the display portion. The cooler
merchandiser may be easy to assemble since it is light weight and has few components.
Such an easy assembly may permit the cooler merchandiser to be assembled on the spot

of where it will ultimately be positioned at the point of sale, store, or the like.

A modular design of the system also may be incorporated. Such a design may utilize a

common refrigeration portion having a connecting duct that services two or more cooler

merchandisers.

While the invention has been described with respect to specific examples including

presently preferred modes of carrying out the invention, those skilled in the art will

13
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appreciate that there are numerous variations and permutations of the above described

systems and methods.

14
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THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION IN WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY OR
PRIVILEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOLLOWS:

1. A cooler merchandiser, comprising:

a housing having a display portion for displaying a product and a cooling portion
configured to cool the product displayed in the display portion, wherein at least a portion of the
housing includes an opening for providing access to the display portion, wherein the housing
further includes a plurality of shelves that are horizontally extendable through the opening;

a frame attached to the housing, the frame extending along at least a portion of the
perimeter of a surface of the housing; and

a first removable insert having a first graphics, the first removable insert capable of
fitting within the frame, the first removable insert also capable of horizontally slidingly engaging
with the frame, wherein the frame and a side wall of the cooler merchandiser together form a
channel configured to allow the first removable insert to horizontally slidingly engage the

channel.

2. The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the housing includes styrene material.

3. The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the housing and the frame are a unitary

construction.

4. The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the frame extends along a first edge of the

housing and along a second edge of the housing, the first edge positioned opposite the

second edge.

5. The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the frame comprises a first element

selectively attachable to a second element.

6. The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the channel 1s U-shaped, a first end of the
frame being attached to the housing and a second end of the frame being free from the

housing and extending away from the housing.
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The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, further comprising a protective layer that covers at

least a portion of the first removable insert.

The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the first removable insert includes a

cardboard matenrial.

The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the first graphics is customized to correlate

to a first advertisement.

The cooler merchandiser of claim 9, further comprising a second removable insert, the
second removable insert having a second graphics, wherein the second graphics is
different from the first graphics of the first removable insert and i1s customized to

correlate to a second advertisement.

A cooler merchandiser, comprising:

a housing defining an interior space for housing at least one product, the housing
having a top wall, a bottom wall, and a plurality of side walls, wherein at least one of the
side walls includes an opening for providing access to the interior space of the housing
and wherein the housing includes a plurality of shelves that are horizontally extendable
through the opening;

a frame attached to an exterior surface of at least one of the top wall, the bottom
wall, and the plurality of side walls; and

at least one removable cardboard insert having a customized graphics, wherein the

frame and a side wall of the cooler merchandiser together form a channel configured to

allow the at least one removable cardboard insert to slidingly engage the channel, the at
least one removable cardboard insert being positioned adjacent to at least one of the top
wall, the bottom wall, and at least one of the plurality of side walls when the at least one

removable cardboard insert is positioned within the frame.

The cooler merchandiser of claim 11, wherein the frame and the housing are a unitary

construction.
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13. The cooler merchandiser of claim 11, wherein the frame extends around a portion of the

perimeter of at least one side wall.

14. The cooler merchandiser of claim 11, wherein the frame comprises a first element

selectively attachable to a second element.

15. The cooler merchandiser of claim 11, wherein the frame 1s U-shaped, a first end of the
frame being attached to the housing and a second end of the frame being free from the

housing and extending away from the housing.

16. The cooler merchandiser of claim 11, wherein the customized graphics is related to a first

advertisement.

17. A method of providing graphics on a cooler merchandiser, comprising the steps of:
applying a first graphics to a first removable insert and a second graphics to a second
removable insert;
sliding horizontally the first removable insert into a channel formed by a frame and a side

wall of the cooler merchandiser:;

sliding horizontally the first removable insert out of the channel; and

sliding horizontally the second removable insert into the channel,
wherein the cooler merchandiser comprises a housing having

a display portion for displaying a product;

an opening providing access to the display portion; and

a plurality of shelves that are horizontally extendable through the opening.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein the first removable insert and the second removable

insert include a cardboard material.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein the first graphics and the second graphics are

customized.
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The method of claim 17, wherein the first graphics is related to a first advertisement and

the second graphics is related to a second advertisement that is different from the first

advertisement.

The method of claim 17, wherein the opening is configured to provide access to the

cooling products, the opening at least partially covered by a thermo-protective barrier.
The method of claim 17, wherein the housing includes a styrene material.

The method of claim 17, wherein the first removable insert is secured within the frame

with a mechanical connector when positioned within the channel.

The method of claim 23, wherein the mechanical connector is rubber, an adhesive, or at
least one protrusion positioned on an edge of the first removable insert, wherein the
protrusion may be fitted within the channel to secure the first removable insert within the

frame.

The method of claim 17, wherein the first removable insert extends across substantially

all of at least one side wall of the housing when positioned within the channel.

The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the first removable insert 1s positioned
adjacent to at least one side wall of the housing when the first removable insert 1s

positioned within the frame.

The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein a mechanical connector secures the first

removable insert within the tframe.

The cooler merchandiser of claim 27, wherein the mechanical connector 1s rubber, an
adhesive, or at least one protrusion positioned on an edge of the first removable insert,
wherein the protrusion may be fitted within the channel to secure the first removable

insert within the frame.

The cooler merchandiser of claim 1, wherein the first removable insert extends across

substantially all of at least one side wall of the housing.
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