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To all chon it may concern: 
Be it known that I, DRESSER. T. BATEs, of 

Holliston, in the county of Middlesex and 
State of Massachusetts, have invented an Im 
provement in Wick-Trimmers, of which the 
following is a full, clear, and exact description, 
reference being had to the accompanying 
drawings, making part of this specification, in 
which- - 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of my im 
proved wick-trimmer. Fig. 2 is a longitudinal 
vertical section through the center of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a plain of a portion of the under side 
of the same. 
My invention has for its object to produce 

a simple instrument for trimming flat lamp 
Wicks so as to leave a straight, square edge; 
and consists in the novel construction and ar 
rangement of a stationary stock or handle 
provided with a knife-bed at the front of an 
opening therein, in combination with a slide, 
moving in a line at right angles to the line of 
movement of the handle, and provided with a 
knife or cutter operated by a lever and spring, 
the wick being introduced between the knife 
and its bed, and its end instantly severed by 
a simple movement of the lever as the instru 
ment is grasped in the hand. 
To enable others skilled in the art to under 

stand and use my invention, I will proceed to 
describe the manner in which I have carried 
it out. 
In the said drawings, A represents the stock 

or handle of the instrument, one end of which 
is enlarged and provided with a rectangular 
opening, b, the front c of which has secured to 
it a strip, 5, of soft metal, which serves as a 
bed for the knife or cutter d, which is secured 
at the center of its length by a pin or rivet, e, 

to a slide, f, a projecting portion of which fits 
into the opening band is guided thereby, the 
slide being held in place by a screw, g, pass 
ing through a slot, h, into the stock A. Be 
tween two lugs, ii, rising from the stock A, is 
pivoted a lever, B, from the under side of 
which projects a short arm, k, which passes 
through a slot, l, at the inner end of the slide 
if and into a slot, m, in the stock A, a projec 
tion, 7, on the under side of the slide f fitting 
into the slot m, which thus serves as a guide 
for the inner end of the slide. The lever B is 
held in the position seen in Fig. 1-by a spiral 
spring, n, one end of which is secured to the 
arm k and the other end to the stock A, and 
as this lever is depressed against the resist 
ance of the spring n by grasping the instru 
ment, the slide f is carried forward and the 
knife brought into contact with the wick to 
be trimmed, which projects up between the 
knife and the bed 5, and the top of the wick 
is thus severed with a square, even cut, as 
desired. - 

What I claim as my invention, and desire 
to secure by Letters Patent, is 
The combination of the stock or handle A, 

with its opening b, the pivoted lever B, acting 
directly on the slide f, the cutter d, which 
moves in a line at right angles to the line of 
movement of the handles, aud the spring n, 
all constructed and arranged to operate sub 
stantially in the manner and for the purpose 
Set forth. 
Witness my hand this 29th day of October, 

A. D. 1874. 
DRESSER. T. BATES, 

In presence of - 
B. G. ELLIS, 
Lu, C, BRAGG. 

  


