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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
ABNER. H. STOCKWELL, OF WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS, ASSIGNOR TO HARRINGTON 

& RICHARDSON ARIVIS COMPANY, OF WORCESTER, IMASSACHUSETTS, A CORPORA 
TION OF MIASSACHUSETTS. 

F.R.E.A.R.M. 

954,657. Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Apr. 12, 1910. 
Application filed June 28, 1909. Serial No. 504,761. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, ABNER. H. STOCKWELL, 

a citizen of the United States, residing at 
Worcester, in the county of Worcester, State 
of Massachusetts, have invented a certain 
new and useful Improvement in Firearms, 
of which the following is a specification, 
reference being had therein to the accom 
panying drawings. 
This invention relates to firearms, but 

more particularly to safety mechanisms for 
the same, in which the firing pin or striking 
nose is normally prevented from coming in 
contact with the cartridge. Heretofore, 
such devices have generally consisted of a 
firing pin controlled by the trigger and in 
terposed between the striking face of the 
hammer and the cartridge at the instant of 
the escape of the hammer, or of a stop which 
normally prevented the firing pin or strik 
ing nose from coming in contact with the 
cartridge. The first of these may be satis 
factorily used in large weapons, but requires 
too much space for a small one as the ham 
mer must necessarily be set back a consid 
erable distance from the recoil plate to allow 
this pin to operate. The second or stop 
form is open to the same objection as the 
first, and has the further objection of not 
being as safe, for the firing pin or striking 
nose is always maintained in a position op 
posite the opening in the recoil plate. If 
the stop should break, the hammer would 
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drop and discharge the cartridge. Another 
form in use at the present time is the hammer 
provided with a sliding face, as is shown in 
the Letters Patent No. 649,809 of May 15, 
1900, and No. 658,314 of Sept. 18, 1900. In 
this type of mechanism it has generally been 
found necessary in practice to provide the 
piece with a rebounding lock. 
In the present invention, a mechanism has 

been devised which may be placed in the 
frame of any revolver, as it requires no more 
space than the ordinary hammer, the ham 
mer can never be driven against the car 
tridge as it normally rests upon solid shoul 

iders in the frame, and no rebounding lock 
is necessary for the construction of the 
mechanism is such that the parts will fall of 
their own weight upon the release of the 
trigger. 
This device preferably consists of a strik 

ing nose movably mounted upon the ham 

mer, and normally maintained in such a 
position that it can not strike the cartridge. 
This nose is preferably controlled by the 
trigger, so that it is brought into position 
when the trigger is pulled and held in this 
position until the trigger is released. In 
the drawings, the nose is shown as carried 
by a body operating in a slot within the 
hammer, but it may readily be seen that 
this body might be mounted upon either face 
of the hammer, if desired. 
One embodiment of the invention 

shown in the drawings in which:- 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the inven 

tion complete with portions of the frame re 
moved to show the interior mechanism, the 
parts being in their normal position. Fig. 2, 
same as Fig. 1, but with the parts in their 
relative position at the point of discharge. 
Fig. 3, a detailed view of a portion of the 
mechanism, as will be described hereinafter. 
Fig. 4, front view of portions of mechanism 
shown in Fig. 3. Fig. 5, rear view of a por 
tion of the frame, showing the Solities 
upon which the hammer normally rests, as 
will be described hereinafter. 

Referring to the drawings, a barrel 10 is 
pivoted upon the frame 11 by means of the 
pivot pin 12. Upon the barrel is secured the 
cylinder 13 in the usual manner. Other 
parts which are common to all firearms of 
this type are the trigger 14, trigger guard 
15, stock 16, hammer 17, and the main spring 
18. To the heel 19 of the trigger 14 is pivot 
ed the cylinder operating pawl 20 and the 
lifter or pawl 21. This FE is adapted to 
engage the notch 22 in the hammer 17 to 
cock the piece. Within the hammer 17 is a 
slot 23 in which slides the flat body 24. This 
body is provided with a forwardly extend 
ing projection 25 which forms the nose to 
discharge the cartridge, and the shoulder 26 
is adapted to engage the lifter after the 
latter is released from the notch 22, as will 
be described hereinafter. This body 24 is 
provided with a slot 27 through which passes 
a.PE 28 to prevent the body from falling out 
of the slot in the hammer. In the lower 
rearward corner 29 of this body is a recess 
30 to contain the dolls head 31 upon the arm 
32. This arm is provided with a lug or 
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shoulder 33 to engage the lifter or pawl 21 
when the trigger is released, as will be de 
scribed hereinafter. The shoulder 26 of the 
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body 24 receives the impact of the upper end 
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and a trigger mounted thereon, of a strik 
of the lifter or pawl 21 after this has es-ing nose movably mounted upon the ham 
caped from the notch 22. lmer and normally maintained in an inoper 
The slot 23 in the hammer 17 is so con- ative position, and a lifter mounted upon 

5 structed that its rear face 34 forms a guide the trigger and adapted to move this mem- 50 
surface to cause the nose 25 to be advanced ber into a position to strike the cartridge. 
as it is raised by the lifter 21. When the 3. In a device of the class described, the 
body 24 is in the position shown in Fig. 1, combination with a frame having a hammer 
the hammer rests upon the shoulders 35 and a trigger mounted thereon, of a striking 

10 without causing the nose 25 to enter the nose movably mounted upon the hammer 55 
opening 36 in the recoil plates 37, but when and normally maintained in an inoperative 
the body is in the position shown in Fig. 2, position, means for moving this member into 
the nose is driven into this opening and dis- a position to strike the cartridge, and means 
charges the cartridge. for withdrawing the same from this posi 

15 As the trigger is pressed, the lifter or pawl tion. 60 
21 swings the hammer on its pivot 38 until 4. In a device of the class described, the 
its reaches the point where this pawl escapes combination with a frame having a hammer 
from the notch 22 and releases the hammer. and a trigger mounted thereon, of a striking 
As the hammer descends, the lifter presses nose slidably mounted in a slot in said ham 

20 upward on the shoulder 26 of the flat body mer and normally resting in an inoperative 65 
24, and causes the nose to be raised, and ad-| position, and means, for moving Said nose 
vanced in the manner above described. As into a position to strike the cartridge. 
the trigger is released, the lug 39 on the paw 5. In a device of the class described, the 
21 engages the lug 33 on the arm 32, and combination with a frame having a hammer 

25 pulls the body into the normal position as and a trigger mounted thereon, of a striking 70 
shown in Fig. 1, thus providing a positive nose slidably mounted in a slot in said ham 
return for the same. mer and normally resting in an inoperative 

It should be clearly understood that the position, means for retaining said nose in 
invention is not limited to the particular said slot, and means for moving the nose 

30 construction and arrangement of parts here into a position to strike the cartridge. 75 
in shown and described, as a large number of 6. In a device of the class described, the 
modifications of the same might be made combination with a frame having a hammer 
Without departing from the Scope of the in- and a trigger mounted thereon, of a striking 
vention. nose slidably mounted in a slot in said ham 

35 What I claim as my invention and desire mer and normally resting in an inoperative 80 
to secure by Letters Patent is:- position, and a lifter acting in conjunction 

1. In a device of the class described, the with the sides of said slot to cause said nose 
combination with a frame having a hamluer to be moved into a position to strike the 
and a trigger mounted thereon, of a striking cartridge. 

40 nose movably mounted upon said hammer In testimony whereof I affix my signature 85 
and normally resting in an inoperative posi- in presence of two witnesses. 
tion, and means for moving said member ABNER H. STOCKWELL. 
into a position to strike the cartridge. Witnesses: 

2. In a device of the class described, the HARTILEY W. BARTLETT, 
45 combination with a frame having a hammer ALMA. H. NEILSON. 
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