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This invention relates to improvements in files 
for newspapers and periodicals. At the present 
time there are a variety of files upon the market 
for this purpose, but most of those commonly emi 
ployed have either or both of the following draw 
backs. Either the sheets are so held that in 
Spection of portions of the reading matter imme 
diately adjacent the center fold of the paper is 
impoSSible, particularly in cases where the sheets 
have not been quite centrally folded; or else the 
sheets are So held by the file that when the pages 
adjacent the front or rear of the paper are being 
inspected the file tends to close unless the sheets 
are held open at the desired place. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a file 
for newspapers and periodicals wherein all the 
Sections of a large edition, such as a Sunday edi 
tion of a metropolitan paper, may be so held that 
the entire page of every section may be readily 
inspected, even if the sheets, or some of them, 
have not been quite centrally folded. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

Such a file wherein the various sections are so 
mounted that any page of any section may be 
perused without fear of the pages turning over 
of their own volition. 
Yet another object of the invention is to pro 

Wide Such a file which is relatively cheap and 
simple to manufacture, and into which the various 
Sections of a newspaper, or the various numbers 
of a periodical, may be quickly and easily in 
Serted, 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a file having a plurality of supporting rods mount 
ed therein at their extremities so that each rod 
is adapted intermediately of its length to extend 
longitudinally between the opposite sides of the 
inner folded sheet of a section or portion of a 
newspaper, and to provide means for supporting 
the extremities of the various rods so that any 
One, and the Section of the paper mounted there 
On, may be removed without fear of accidental 
displacement of the remaining rods. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

Such a file with a central spindle, and a plu 
rality of Supporting rods parallel therewith and 
Substantially equidistant therefrom, so that the 
center fold of the sheets around each rod is 
frictionally engaged between it and the spindle 
periphery. 

Having thus briefly and broadly enumerated 
Some of the major objects and advantages of the 
invention, I Will now describe an embodiment 

(C. 129-38) 
thereof with the aid of the accompanying draw 
ing, in which: 

Figure 1 illustrates a longitudinal Section of 
the invention. 

Figure 2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig 
lure 1. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of one of the rod 
supporting flanges and the housing integral there 
With. 

Figure 4 is a perspective view of one of the 
annular retaining plates and the collar integral 
therewith. 

Figure 5 is a perspective view of one Supporting 
rod, and 

Figure 6 is an enlarged detail showing One ex 
tremity of a rod in engagement with one of the 
supporting flanges. 

Referring to the drawing, designates a spin 
dle provided at one extremity with a suitable 
handle 2 for turning it. Upon the spindle , and 
extending a short distance therealong from the 
handle 2, a threaded portion 3 is provided. 4 
denotes a sleeve which encircles the spindle 
throughout substantially its entire length but is 
Somewhat shorter than the latter. One extremity 
of the sleeve 4 is internally threaded at 5 to 
coact with the threaded portion 3 of the spindle 
. Shrunk, or otherwise suitably secured, around 
one extremity of the sleeve 4 is an outer bushing 
6 having an annular flange 7 around its inner 
extremity in which a plurality of open-ended 
radial notches or slots 8 are formed. The inner 
extremities of these slots are countersunk at 8a. 
on the outwardly disposed face of the flange 7. 
Axially slidable upon the bushing 6 is a collar 

9 terminating at one extremity in an annular 
plate or retainer O of enlarged diameter. 
Formed in the plate 0, which is slidable over 
the flange T, is an open ended slot . The collar 
9 and its plate 0 are rotatable upon the bushing 
6 and flange, so that the slot f may be moved 
into registry with any one of the radial flange 
slots 8. The collar 9 is also axially movable upon 
the bushing 6, though this movement of the 
collar is preferably outwardly limited; in the 
present instance by a resilient split ring f2 which 
engages an annular groove 3 formed around the 
bushing 6. 

Slidable axially upon the outer extremity of 
the sleeve 4 is an annular housing 6 closed at 
its Outer extremity. Mounted between the outer 
end of the Spindle and the inner face of the 
closed extremity of the housing 6 is a ball 5. 
Around the inner extremity of the housing f6 is 
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2 
an annular flange T, similar to the flange 7, 
which is provided with open-ended notches or 
slots 8 corresponding in size and number to the 
slots 8. The inner extremities of these slots 8 
are also counterSunk at 8d. in the OutWardly dis 
posed face of the flange . Axially, and rotatably 
movable upon the housing 6 is a collar 9 which 
terminates at its inner extremity in an annular 
retaining ring 20. 
open-ended slot 2: Which is adapted to register 
with any one of the flange slots 8, 22 denotes 
a resilient split ring which is in engagement 
with an annular groove 23 formed around the 
housing 6 to limit the outward axial movement 
of the collar 9. 
Extending between opposed pairs of slots 8 

and 8 and provided at their extremities with 
enlarged heads 24a to engage the countersunk 
margins 8a, and 8a of the said slots are support 
ing rods 24. Each rod 24 is adapted to extend 
longitudinally between the opposite sides of the 
inner folded sheet of a Section A of a newspaper. 
Moreover the inner countersunk extremities of 
the slots 8 and 8 are so spaced from the periph 
ery of the sleeve 4. that newspaper sections of nor 
mal thickness are frictionally engaged between 
the rods and the sleeve. When the file is in use 
the flanges and 7 are so spaced that they 
pull the rod ends 24a outwardly and prevent dis 
engagement of these rod ends from the counter 
sunk slot ends 8a and 8a. This spacing of the 
rod ends is obtained by screwing the spindle 
through the threaded portion 5 of the sleeve 4 
and forcing the housing 6 away from the bush 
ing 6. When the rods 24, or any of them, are to 
be removed from the file, the spindle , through 
its handle 2, is turned so that the housing 6 may 
move sufficiently towards the bushing 6 to relax 
the pull upon the rod extremities 24d. The re 
taining rings 0 and 20 are then turned until 
slots and 2 are in registry with the flange 
slots 8 and i8 which engage the extremities 24a 
of the rod 24 to be removed; then the rings are 
moved axially outward, usually until the collars 
9 and 9 contact the split rings 2 and 22 which 
form stops to limit their outward movement. 
Then the rings O and 20 are so positioned that 
the extremities of the rod 24 to be removed can 
be passed through the ring slots and 2, but 
the other rods cannot become disengaged from 
their slots 8 and 8 due to the fact that the outer 
extremities of the latter remain covered by the 
unslotted portions of the retaining rings 0 and 
20. S. 
The purpose of providing the longitudinal 

adjustment of the spacing between the flanges 
7 and 7, and the countersunk slot sides 8a, and 
8a, is to ensure the rod ends 24d remaining in 

position at the inner extremities of the slots 8 
and 8. For then the spacing between the rods 
24 and the sleeve. 4 is such that the section or 
portion A of the paper mounted upon each rod is 
frictionally engaged between the rod and the 
sleeve. The resilience of the rods 24 is, however, 
sufficient to permit some lateral movement of any 
one of the sheets of the paper section A in the 
event of any, sheet being not quite centrally 
folded or printed. 
While in the foregoing the preferred embodi 

ment of the invention has been described and 
shown, it is understood that alterations and modi 
fications may be made thereto provided they fall 
within the scope of the appended claims. 

Formed in the latter is an 

2,079,388 
What I claim as my invention and desire to 

Secure by Letters Patent is: 
1. A file comprising an axial member, tWO 

spaced flanges mounted thereon for adjustment 
of their relative spacing, a plurality of rods each 
adapted to extend between the opposite sides of 
the folded inner sheet of a newspaper section, 
means on each flange adapted to engage one 
extremity of each rod and hold the latter parallel 
and in Spaced relation to the axial member SO 
that each newspaper section is frictionally held 
between its rod and said member, a retainer 
carried by each flange preventing accidental dis 
engagement of all the rod ends supported by its 
flange, each of the retainers having a slot there 
in permitting selective release of any rod end. 

2. A file comprising an axial member, two 
Spaced flanges mounted thereon for adjustment 
of their relative spacing, said flanges having op 
posed slots formed therein, and rods the extremi 
ties of which are engaged by said flange slots and 
held parallel with said axial member, each of 
said rods being adapted to extend between the 
opposite sides of the folded inner sheet of a 
neWSpaper Section, the centrally folded portions 
of the newspaper sections being frictionally held 
between the rods and the spindle and means on 
each flange preventing accidental disengagement 
of the rod ends from the flange slots. 

3. A file comprising a spindle, a pair of slotted 
flanges mounted thereon for adjustment of their 
relative Spacing, a plurality of rods the extremi 
ties of each of which are engaged by opposed 
pairs of flange slots, each rod being adapted to 
extend centrally through a newspaper section 
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and hold the central folded portion of the sec 
tion against the Spindle, and means cooperating 
With said flanges preventing accidental disen 
gagement of said rod extremities. 

4. A file comprising a spindle, a pair of radially 
slotted flanges mounted thereon for adjustment 
of their relative spacing, rods having enlarged 
extremities each pair of which latter engage the 
Outer faces of opposed pairs of the flange Slots, 

40 

each rod being adapted to extend centrally 
through a newspaper section and hold the cen 
tral folded portion of the section against the 
Spindle, and a retaining ring around each flange 
to prevent accidental disengagement of the rod 
extremities from the flange slots. 

5. A file of the character described comprising 
a Spindle, a housing mounted on one extremity 
thereof, a bushing mounted on the spindle in 
Wardly from the other extremity thereof, an an 
nular radially slotted flange on the inner ex 
tremity of the housing, another annular radially 
slotted flange on the inner extremity of the bush 
ing, means for varying the distance between the 
flanges, rods parallel with the spindle, the ex 
tremities of which rods are engaged by the slots 
in the flanges, and retaining rings movable on 
the flanges to prevent accidental disengagement 
of the rod extremities from the flange slots. 

6. In a file, the combination as set forth in 6: 
Claim 5, wherein cooperating means are provided 
in the flange slots and upon the rod extremities 
for holding the rods at the desired spacing from 
the spindle. , V 

7. In a file, the combination as set forth in 
claim 5, wherein the retaining rings are slotted 
and are adapted to be turned so that the ring 
slots are in registry with the flange slots which 
engage the extremities of a rod to be removed 
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2,079,388 
to prevent the accidental displacement of other 
rods during the removal of one of them. 

8. A file comprising two flanges each having 
a plurality of radial slots extending from its pe 

5 riphery, an axial connection extending between 
said flanges for holding them in spaced relation, 
a plurality of rods each adapted to extend be 
tWeen Opposite sides of a folded paper and a 
portion of the Wall of each slot being formed to 

10 releasably engage one extremity of one rod so 
that the rods when engaged are so held spaced 
from the axial connection that a folded paper 
may be frictionally engaged between the latter 
and each rod. 

5 9. In a file, the combination set forth in claim 
8 wherein a retainer is provided upon each flange 
for positively preventing accidental disengage 
ment of any of the rod extremities. 

10. In a file, the combination set forth in claim 
20 8 wherein means are provided for varying the 

spacing between the flanges to permit the release 
of the rod ends from the flanges. 

il. A file comprising an axial member, two 

3 
spaced flanges thereon both slotted from their 
peripheries, means for changing the Spacing be 
tween the flanges, and a plurality of rods hav 
ing enlarged ends, each extremity of each rod 
being releasably supported by one of the flange 
slots, the sides of said flange slots being adapted 
to engage the rod ends when the flanges are at 
a predetermined spacing, said rods each being 
adapted to extend between the opposite sides of 
the folded inner sheet of a paper and hold it 
frictionally between said rod and said member. 

12. In a file, the combination set forth in claim 
11 wherein means are mounted upon each flange 
to prevent accidental disengagement of the rods 
from the flanges when the spacing of the latter 
is Varied. 

13. In a file, the combination set forth in claim 
11 wherein a retainer is mounted upon each 
flange to prevent accidental disengagement of 
the rods from the flanges, and a slot in each of 
the retainers for permitting the selective release 
Of any adjacent rod end, 

WILLIAM. H. WETOR. 
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