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- UNITED STATES

PaTENT OFFICE.

ROBERT SAMUEL KIRKPATRICK, OF HARLAN, IOWA.

BOOK SUPPORT OR HOLDER.

SPEC'IFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 393,649, dated November 27,1888.
Application filed June16, 1888, Serial No. 277.335. (Nomodel.}

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, ROBERT SAMUEL KIRK-
PATRICK,a citizen of the United States, residing
at Harlan, in the county of Shelby and State of
Towa,haveinvented certain newand useful Im-
provements in Book Supports or Holders; and
I do hereby declare the following to be a full,
clear, and exact description of the invention,
such as will enable others skilled in the art to
which it appertains to make and use thesame.

This invention relates to improvements. in
book sapports or holders; and it consists in
the novel construction and arrangement of the
same,whereby said support can be adjusted to
different positions,at the same time providing
a self-acting rest for the book when the latter
is placed thereon, all as will be hereinafter
fully described.

The annexed drawings, to which reference
is made, fully illustrate my invention, in
which—

Figure 1 represents a.side view of my de-
vice. Fig. 2 is a detail sectional view of the
sliding arms. Fig. 3 is a top view of the same.
Fig. 4 is a sectional view taken on line 2 =,
Fig. 1; and Fig. 5is a similar view in different
position.

Referring by letter to the accompanying
drawings, A designates a pivoted bracket de-
signed to be attached to a table, wall, or other

- convenient support, and the same provides
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lateral as well as vertical ‘adjustment for the
holders,further explained herein. Thisbracket
is composed of upper and lower horizontal
arms, a ¢, the latter, ¢/, being pivoted on a
vertical bar or rod, b, and is provided with a
set-serew,b’, whereby the bracket, with its hold-
ers, may be held in place after being adjusted
vertically, and this rod b has its upper and
lower end bearings in suitable arms,¢,secured
to a table or other support. The ends of this
rod are pivoted in these arms ¢, and permit
the bracket and its holder to be moved later-
ally. The outer end of the lower bracket or
arm,a’,is vertically perforated, through which
perforation passes the lower end of a rod, ¢,
and in which said rod is free to turn, and at
the upper end of said rod an arm,a,is pivoted,
at the outer end of which the holders are piv-
oted. .

The letter 4 indicates a pivotal pin, the up-
per end of which is screw-threaded to receive

a thumb-nut, d’,and it bas a shoulder,e, which
rests upon the outer end of the arm a, while
the lower portion, ¢*, enters the perforation in
said arm. This pin isprovided with a square
flat portion, ¢, which enters the slots f in the
arms f’ ofthe holder. These arms slide upon
one another, and are held and guided in their
movement by the lips g, which overlap the
sides. of said arms, as. shown in the drawings.

It will be observed that I provide two rests
or holders for each bracket, and the mechan-
ism of each holder being a duplicate of the
other T will proceed and describe buf one of
said holders and its operating parts.

B represents a U-shaped arm, having an
enlarged circular portion, ¢, which is perfo-
rated to receive a bolt,k,having a thumb-nut,
I/, whereby said arm B is pivoted to the outer
end of the slotted arm, which latter also has
an enlarged circular perforated portion,é,cor-
responding with the enlargement on the U-
shaped bar aforesaid.” By this conneetion,just
described, the holders can be adjusted to a
horizontal position, an inclined and vertical
position,and held in proper place by tighten-
ing the thumb-screw on the U-shaped bar or
arm. :

At the upper portion of the arms i’ ¢’ of the
arm B is pivoted a cross-bar, j, and a similar
cross bar, 7', is pivoted to the lower portion of
said arm, as shown at k. The outer ends of
these barsj j/ are in turn pivoted to the arms

‘17 of the angle-irons m m, which latter are se-

cured to the book-receivers n n,and thesprings
oandreceiversnare connected to the U-shaped
bar B by the cross-bars j j/, as shown in the
annexed drawings. This construction of the
bars 74/, U-shaped arm, and angle-irons m m
presents a pivoted frame, whereby the book-
receivers n » can be raised or depressed to ac-
commodate themselves to a book. I provide
springs o o for this frame, which springs cross
oneanother,the ends thereof being connected to
the pins p p pp onsaid frame, and at the upper
and lower portions of said frame, as shown in

Figs. 4 and 5, and the same permits of the de- "

gired tension for the receivers, desigued to
hold and adjust the receivers when the latter
are relieved from the weight of a book,thereby
keeping the twin receivers on a line with one
another. :

It will be observed that by the econstruction
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of a book-support, as herein deseribed and
shown, the same can be adjusted to many po-
sitions, and the receivers, being conneeted to
the pivoted frame,have an up-and-down move-
ment and accommodate themselves to the
book placed thereon, thus supporting a book
in proper-position for reading,and the device
can be used by a person either standing or in
a sitbing position, and it is simple in opera-
tion, and casily and quickly adjusted to differ-
ent positions.

Havingdescribed myinvention, whatI claim,
and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The book holder orsupport herein deseribed,
consisting of the receivers » a1, the pivoted
frame composed of the bars j ' and {7,earrying
the U-shaped arm B, having the enlargement
¢, the sliding arms f’ 7, provided with the

slots f and guide-lips g,and eularged end hav-
ing perforation to reccive the serew h, whereby
the pivoted frameand said armare pivoted to
one another, the shouldered serew-threaded
pin d, having the flat portion ¢, adapted to
engage the slots in the sliding arms,the nut &
for securing these arms in position,the equal-
izing-springs o o,secured to the pivoted frame,
and the bracket having pivotal connections,
the whole combined and arranged as deseribed,
and for-the purpose set forth.

In testimony whereof T affix iy signatare in
presence of two witnesses.

ROBERT SAMUEL KIRKPATRICK,
Witnesses:

Co Do Grann,
W. K. GronGr.
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