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IMPROVED METHOD OF INSULATING AND SUPPORTING LIGHTNING-RODS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 27,977, dated April 24,1860,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, MYRON Fox, of Stam-
ford, in the county of Fairfield and State of
Connecticut, have invented a certain new and
Improved Support for Lightning-Conductors;
and 1 do hereby declare that the following is
afull, clear,and exact description of the same,
which Thave prepared with a view to the ob.
taining of Letters Patent therefor.

Inall supports for lightning-rods the glassor
other insulating materialisliable to be broken
and to fall out. Tn such condition the insulat-
ing of the lightning-rod is destroyed, and the
building is liable to damage in case of a stroke
of lightning, and the supporters should not be
allowed to exist insueh coundition. My inven-
tion is intended to allow of more ready repair
inthisrespect than anysupporter before kuown.,
In all previous devices for the purpose, 8o far
as such are known to me, the rod must be dis-
connected frown the building for a considerable
distance, in order to substi. ute new insulating
material in a single support. The several sup-
porters in such cases are not conneeted to the
rod in such a manner that they can severally
bedetache(lat\\ill\vichontdetachinganyother,
but require to be slipped on and off over the
ends of the rod or over certain sections of
the rod, so that in mauy instances the labor
of substituting a perfect for an imperfest in-
sulator has been so formidable as to canse a
long postponement of the operation and a final
loss or serious damage to the building which
it is intended to protect.

The nature of my invention consistsin mak-
ingtheinsulatorin two ormoresections, match-
ed together with grooves and projections, so
that the several pieces may be readily put to-
gether around the rod or conductor without
disturbing any other insulator or supporter,
and, when in place, will mutnally support each
other in a proper position. and having in com-
bination with the above a supporter or band
made in two or more parts hinged together in
such a manner as to allow of its being opened
and placed around the insulator after the lat-
ter is placed upon the rod, and when screwed
or otherwise fastened to the side of a building
orother support it binds together the insulator
and holds all firmly in place.

To enable others skilled in the art to make

and use my invention, I will proceed to de-
scribe its construction and operation by the
aid of the accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 11s a view of the two parts of the
insulator separated a short distance, Tig. 2
is a side elevation and partial section of the
same. Ifig. 3is a plan of the support. Fig.
4 is a side elevation of the same, and Tig. 5is
a plan with all the parts placed in position.

Similar letters of reference indieate like
parts in each.

D E is the insunlator, made of glass or other
proper unou-conductor in two parts. I form
projections e ¢ upon the part I, and corre-
sponding grooves or recesses, d d, in the part
D, the projections e fitting into the recesses d
when the parts D and E are placed together.
Upon the ewndds of the insulator I form flanges
or rims, as represented, to prevent it from slip-
ping out of the supporter.

The supporter A B C is constructed in two

par.s, A and B, of the form represented, and

these parts are hinged together at the point
C, so that they may be opened, as shown by
the red lines in Fig. 8, or closéd, as shown in
black., M is the lightning rod or conduector.

Inreplacing a broken insulator, D or E, oue
side, B, only of the snpport is unserewed and
opened, as shown by the red lines. The new
portion is then placed in its proper position,
the support A B closed, and refastened.

The insulator may be formed without the
lowerflange, if desired, in which case it can be
removed and a new one substituted without
disturbing the supportor rod; buel prefer the
form shown,as it is less liable to become acci-
dentally removed.

Having now fully described, my invention
what I claim as new, aud desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is—

The insulator formed in twoorwore sections,
D d E e, matched together, in combination
with the hinged sapporter A B C, o its equiv-
alent, made to operate substantially as and
for the purposes herein set forth.

MYRON FOX.

‘Witnesses:
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