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This invention relates to an improved signal 
of extremely simple construction for use with 
rural mailboxes and has for a primary object to 
provide a signal capable of being mounted for 
Operation in conjunction with a rural mailbox 
without being directly connected thereto thereby 
eliminating the necessity of forming openings in 
or otherwise defacing the metal mailbox. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

signal which will assume a position below the 
mailbox when in an operative, signalling position 
So that the signal may be readily Seen from any 
direction. 
A further aim of the invention is to provide 

a signal including angularly disposed sides to 
enable the signal to be more readily seen from 
any desired direction and which sides are so 
disposed as to be completely concealed by the 
mailbox when the signal is in an inoperative, 
non-signalling position. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a signal which is Swingably disposed relatively to 
a mailbox and SO Supported as to have no sliding 
contact thereWith so that the mailbox will not 
be marred or damaged by the signal. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a Signal for use With Conventional mailboxes 
having a horizontally hinged downwardly SWing 
ing door or closure at one end thereof and where 
in a part of the signal is disposed to be engaged 
by the door or closure when the latter is swung 
to an open position for displacing the signal 
downwardly to an operative, signalling position 
below the level of the mailbox bottom. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

Signal Wherein the preponderance of the weight 
thereof is So distributed that the signal Will main 
tain an inoperative position without the use of 
latch means. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a signal which may be moved simultaneously 
with the mailbox closure to a non-signalling posi 
tion as the closure is closed, which operation can 
be readily accomplished with one hand, leaving 
the other hand of the user free to hold mail or 
other articles removed from the mailbox. 

Various other objects and advantages of the in 
vention will hereinafter become more fully appar 
ent from the following description of the draw 
ing, illustrating a presently preferred embodi 
ment thereof, and wherein: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary side elevational view 
Of the front end of a conventional rural mailbox 
showing the signal associated therewith; 

Figure 2 is a front elevational view thereof 
looking from right to left of Figure 1; 
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Figure 3 is a horizontal sectional view taken 

Substantially along a plane as indicated by the 
line 3-3 of Figure 1, and 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary transverse vertical 
sectional view taken substantially along a plane 
as indicated by the line 4-4 of Figure 1. 

Referring more specifically to the drawing for 
the purpose of illustrating the application and 
use of the improved signal, designated generally 
5 and comprising the invention, the front end 
portion of a conventional rural mailbox is illus 
trated in the drawing and designated generally 
6 and is shown mounted in a conventional man 
ner On a Supporting base which is suitably se 
cured in substantially a horizontal position on 
the upper end Of an upright Supporting post 8. 
The rural mailbox 6 is provided with the usual 
open front end 9 which is closed by a vertically 
swinging door O which is hingedly connected at 
its lower end to the sides of the mailbox adjacent 
its bottom by aligned pivot elements which 
form a horizontal pivot for the door fo which 
Swings downwardly and outwardly of the open 
front of the mailbOX moving from a closed posi 
tion to an Open position, in a clockwise direction 
as seen in Figure 1. The door O at its upper, 
free end is provided with the usual spring latch 
2 by Which the door is retained in a closed posi 

tion and which is provided with an upstanding 
handle portion 3 by means of which the door is 
manually moved to and from its closed position. 
The parts 6 to 3, previously described are of 
conventional construction and represent a con 
ventional mounting of a rural mailbox and have 
been illustrated and briefly described to afford 
a better understanding of the signal 5, herein 
after to be described in detail. 
The signal 5 constitutes a single member pref 

erably formed of sheet metal or other substan 
tially rigid sheet material having two substan 
tially flat Sections 4 and 5 which are disposed 
at substantially a right angle to one another. 
The Section 4 is substantially yoke-shaped and 
is provided with two legs 6 and 7. The leg 6 
is disposed at One end of the Section 4 and said 
Section 5 is formed integral with and projects 
from said end of the section 4 but remote to the 
leg or extension f6 which constitutes the lower 
part of Said end of the section 4. The leg 6 is 
preferably slightly longer than the leg 7 and is 
provided adjacent its terminal with a bearing 
opening 8 for receiving a headed driven fasten 
ing 9 which extends inwardly therethrough and 
which is driven into one side edge of the base 7, 
below the bottom of the mailbox 6 and adjacent 
the open end of said mailbox. A washer 20 is 
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preferably interposed between the base 7 and leg 
f6 to space the section 4 from the adjacent side 
of the mailbox 6 and to prevent Wear on the 
base 7. The leg 6 is journaled on the fastening 
9 and has sufficient loose engagement With the 
washer 20 to permit the signal 5 to Swing readily 
between its inoperative, full line position of Fig 
ure 1 and its operative, dotted line position of 
said figure. As seen in Figure. 1, when the leg 6 
is in an upright position and the section 5 is 
disposed against or substantially against the 
outer side of the closure 10, the lower end of the 
leg it will terminate preferably slightly above the 
base 7. 

projects whereas a substantial portion of the sec 
tion 4 including the leg 7 is located a consider 
able distance to the left of the pivot 9, as seen 
in Figure 1, whereas orally, a limited portion of the 
section 4 and the entire section 15 are: located 
to the right of the pivot, 9 and relatively close 
to the vertical center of the pivot. Accordingly, 
the weight of the portion of the signal 5; located 
to the left of the pivot, 9 is adequate to readily 
maintain the signal in its full line inoperative 
position of Figure.1 and which constitutes a non 
Signalling position. . . . - - - - 
Assuming that the signalis is in its full line 

gosition of Figure 1 or its position as illustrated 
3 with the door, 19 closed; the 
ng the door. to to insert nail 
lswing: the closure toutward 

inwardly in a clockwise direction as 
- - - - - ure: i, after which he will return the 

closure. 3. to its: closed position. However, in 
ing the closure i3) the signal S. will be caused 

- Swing: clockwise from its full line to its dotted, 
life position of Figures 1 about the fastening 9. 
as a pivot due:to:the fact that the signal section 
f5 is disposed in the path of swinging movement 
Of the door is to an open pósition so, that it 
will be, engaged by the door 8 to be swung out. 
Wardly and downwardly therewithi. Accordingly, 

'the mailinian returnis the door f to a closed 
isition; the signal 5 will remaini in its operative 

Signalling, position: assillustrated in dotted lines 
in: Figure 1, in a depending: position with the 
major portioi of the signal 5 disposed below: the 
level of the base, so: that: wheni, the signal. 5; is 
thus disposed it. Will ke readily visible from a 
distance in any directioni; since it will be dis 
posed below the Inailbox. 8 and base 7 and thie 
Sections 4 and 5thereof by being disposed: at 
a right angle to orie another, and in substan 
tially vertical planes; will assure that some part 
of the signals willige-readily visible, frongary, di 
rection to visually indicate that, mail: has been: 
placed in the box 8. The owner, of the mailbox 
after opening the door. to remove the mail 
therefrom returns the closure C to a closed posi 
tion and thereafter swings: the signia:l 5 upwardiy 
in a counterclockwise direction asiseen in Figure 
1 lack to its full line positioki, in which position 
it will be retaiiied due:to the preporiderance of 
the weight thereof being: disposed to the left of. 
its pivot 3; aspireviously pointed out. The sig.' 
nai when thus disposed will be substantially cori 
cealed by the mailbok. It! will be noted that the 
same hand may betreaetily used for return e 
iginalito its inoperative ful line position 

- dóor a? thus leaving th 
'mail and packages. 

With the signal 5 in this, its full line: 
position of Figure 1, it will be noted that the pivot 
provided by the fastening 9 is located near the 
end of the section 4 from which the section 5 
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4. 
readily obvious that the signal section 5 may 
be initially engaged to Swing the signal 5 up 
wardly to its inoperative position simultaneous 
ly as the door is returned to a closed position. 
It will also be noted that the signal does not en 
gage and scrape the body of the mailbox in now 
ing to and from its operative and inoperative 
positions and the only engagement of the signal 
with the mailbox is by the signal section 5 bear 
ing against the door 46. 
Whilé as previously Stated, the signal 5 due 

to its construction is maintained by gravity in 
either an operative or an inoperative position, if 
desired a spring latch member may be provided 
to more positively hold the signal in an inopera 
tive; non-signailing position. The spring latch 
member, designated generally 2 includes a strip 
of relatively resilient netal, one end of which is 
disposed against the aforementioned side edge 
of the base and secured thereto by driven fas 
tenings' 22. The latch strip'2- has an upwardly 
extending outwardly offset upper portion 23 pro 
vided with longitudiinally extending: indentations 
on the outer side.thereof fortraing longitudinally 
extending ribs 26 on the inner side of the latch 
strip which are disposed to frictionally bear 
against the:free engici the leg. if, as clearly ilius 
tiated in Sigu. 3 3:ld. 4. When tile signal. 5 is 
in an' inoperative position and by which fric 
tional engageinent the signal is nore readily re 
tained in an inoperative: position: 

Various modifications, and changes are con 
templated and may obviously be resorted to, 
Withgut departing from the Spiritor Scope: of the 
invention as hereinaftei defined by the appended 
CairS. 

I claiyin as my invention: - 
1. Altailbox signai for use with a rural mail 

box having a vertically, Swing able door pivoted 
at its lower end, said Signal Cornprising a sub 
stantially rigid sheet-like aernber having angu 
larly disposed sections, means pivotally mount 
ing: the signal beneath alld adjacent the pivot. 
Of the mailbox doors for Vertical Swingiig hove 
ment between ai) operative, degending position 
ii, which both sections are disposed below the 
level of the mailbox and Spaced therefroii) and 
an: inoperative position adjacent the door and 
a 'side of the tailbox a.3)d in: Which both Sections 
ai'e disgesed above the level of the operative posi 
tions of the Sections, said Sections being rela:- 
tively wide and each being disposed in substar 
tially as vertieai plane when the signal is in an 
operative position, oile section of the signal being 
disposed; at one side of the mailbox aid out of 
contact therewith when in an inoperative posi 
tion and the other Section thereof being dis 
posed in front of the mailbox door, the prepon 
derance of the weight of the signal being dis 
posed-on: the side of its pivot remote to the sec 
tion of the signal which is disposed adjacent and 
in the path of opening movement of the mail 
box. decr; whereby the signal is maintained by: 
gravity in an inoperative position, 

2. 'A' nailboy: 'signal for use. With a ruralinail, 
box having a vertically, SWingable door pivoted 
adjacent its botton edge, said "Signal’ consisting 
of a 'substain Gially flat relatively wide plate, means 
pivotally mounting said plate adjacent one corner 
thereof for vertical swinging movement, said pivot 
means being disposed beneath and adjacent the 
door pivot; a relatively wide flange- projecting 
frbii said plate at substantially a right' angle 
thereto and forming a door engaging section, said 
faiige and pivot means being disposed adjacent 
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one end of the plate, said flange being disposed 
nearer the pivot than the opposite end of the 
plate whereby the weight of said opposite plate 
end will normally maintain the flange against 
the outer side of the door when the latter is in a 
closed position to maintain the plate adjacent and 
substantially parallel to a side of the mailbox 
in an inoperative, substantially concealed posi 
tion, the mailbox door engaging the flange When 
swung downwardly to an open position to cause 
the signal to swing about its pivot means in the 
same direction as the door whereby the prepon 
derance of the weight of the signal initially passes 
over said pivot means and subsequently a S 
Sunes a position below the pivot means for main 
taining the signal in an operative exposed posi 
tion below the level of the mailbox, said plate 
being disposed in a vertical plane and said flange 
being disposed in substantially a vertical plane 
when the signal is in an operative position. 

3. The combination with a rural mailbox hav 
ing a vertically swinging closure hinged adjacent 
its bottom edge and a base on Which the mail 
box is rigidly mounted, of a nailbox signal formed 
of relatively wide angularly disposed sections, 
One of said sections forming a door engaging Sec 
tion and being disposed on the outer side of the 
mailbox door when the latter is in a closed posi 
tion and in its path of Swinging movement to an 
open position when the signal is in an inopera 
tive, substantially concealed position, the other, 
second Section of the signal being disposed sub 
stantially parallel to and spaced outwardly from 

5 

0 

15 

20 

25 

30 

6 
one side of the mailbox, pivot means pivotally 
connecting a corner of said second Section to 
the base below and adjacent the door pivot and 
adjacent said door engaging section, Said Second 
'section having a portion disposed remote to the 
pivot means and on the opposite side thereof to 
said door engaging section whereby the signal 
is gravity urged to SWing in a direction for nor 
mally retaining the door engaging section against 
the door and said second section adjacent the 
side of the mailbox and above the base, Said Sig 
nal being swung to a depending operative position 
below the base by a Swinging movement of the 
door downwardly and outwardly to an open posi 
tion, both sections of the signal being disposed 
in substantially vertical planes when the signal is 
in a depending operative position. 

4. A mailbox signal as in claim 3, said Second 
section being substantially yoke-shaped and said 
pivot means engaging one leg thereof disposed 
adjacent the door engaging section. 

SETH. H. THOMAS. 
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