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This invention relates to an improved signal
of extremely simple construction for use with
rural mailboxes and has for a primary object to
provide a signal capable of being mounted for
operation in conjunction with a rural mailbox
without being directly connected thereto thereby
eliminating the necessity of forming openings in
or otherwise defacing the metal mailbox.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
signal which will assume a position below the
mailbox when in an operative, signalling position
so that the signal may be readily seen from any
direction.

A further aim of the invention is to provide
a signal including angularly disposed sides to
enable the signal to be more readily seen from
any desired direction and which sides are so
disposed as to be completely concealed by the
mailbox when the signal is in an inoperative,
non-signalling position.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a signal which is swingably disposed relatively to
a mailbox and so supported as to have no sliding
contact therewith so that the mailbox will not
be marred or damaged by the signal.

A further object of the invention is to provide
a signal for use with conventional mailboxes
having a horizontally hinged downwardly swing-
ing door or closure at one end thereof and where-
in g part of the signal is disposed to be engaged
by the door or closure when the latter is swung
to an open position for displacing the signal
downwardly to an operative, signalling position
below the level of the mailbox bottom.

Another object of the invention is to provide a
signal wherein the preponderance of the weight
thereof is so distributed that the signal will main-
tain an inoperative position without the use of
latch means.

Another object of the invention is to provide
a signal which may be moved simultaneously
with the mailbox closure to 2 non-signalling posi~
tion as the closure is closed, which operation can
be readily accomplished with one hand, leaving
the other hand of the user free to hold mail or
other articles removed from the mailbox.

Various other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will hereinafter become more fully appar-
ent from the following description of the draw-
ing, illustrating a presently preferred embodi-
ment thereof, and wherein:

PFigure 1 is a fragmentary side elevational view
of the front end of a conventional rural mailbox
showing the signal associated therewith;

Figure 2 is a front elevational view thereof
looking from right to left of Figure 1;
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Figure 3 is a horizontal sectional view taken
substantially along a plane as indicated by the
line 3—3 of Figure 1, and

Figure 4 is a fragmentary transverse vertical
sectional view taken substantially along a plane
as indicated by the line 4—4 of Figure 1.

Referring more specifically to the drawing for
the purpose of illustrating the application and
use of the improved signal, designated generally
5 and comprising the invention, the front end
portion of a conventional rural mailbox is illus-
trated in the drawing and designated generally
6 and is shown mounted in a conventional man-
ner on a supporting base 1 which is suitably se-
cured in substantially a horizontal position on
the upper end of an upright supporting post 8.
The rural mailbox 6 is provided with the usual
open front end $ which is closed by a vertically
swinging door 10 which is hingedly connected at
its lower end to the sides of the mailbox adjacent
its bottom by aligned pivot elements |1 which
form a horizontal pivot for the door 10 which
swings downwardly and outwardly of the open
front of the mailbox moving from a closed posi-
tion to an open position, in a clockwise direction
as seen in Figure 1. The door 10 at its upper,
free end is provided with the usual spring latch
i2 by which the door is retained in a closed posi-
tion and which is provided with an upstanding
handle portion 13 by means of which the door is
manually moved to and from its closed position.
The parts 6 to 13, previously described are of
conventional construction and represent a con-
ventional mounting of a rural mailbox and have
been illustrated and briefly described to afford
a better understanding of the signal 5, herein-
after to be described in detail.

The signal 5 constitutes a single member pref-
erably formed of sheet metal or other substan-
tially rigid sheet material having two substan-
tially flat sections 14 and 5 which are disposed
at substantially a right angle to one another.
The section 14 is substantially yoke-shaped and
is provided with two legs 16 and {1. The leg 16
is disposed at one end of the section 14 and said
section 15 is formed integral with and projects
from said end of the section (4 but remote to the
leg or extension {6 which constitutes the lower
part of said end of the section 14. The leg 16 is
preferably slightly longer than the leg IT and is
provided adjacent its terminal with a bearing
opening {8 for receiving a headed driven fasten-
ing 19 which extends inwardly therethrough and
which is driven into one side edge of the base 7,
below the bottom of the mailbox 6 and adjacent
the open end of said mailbox. A washer 20 is
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preferably interposed between the base T and leg
18 to space the section {4 from the adjacent side
of the mailbox 6 and to prevent wear on the
base 1. The leg 16 is journaled on the fastening
19 and has sufficient loose engagement with the
washer 20 to permit the signal 5 to swing readily
between its inoperative, full line position of Fig-
ure 1 and its operative, dotted line position of
said figure. As seen in Figure 1, when. the leg 16
is in an: upmght; Posifich and: the section 15 is
disposed “agailist’ of sibstantially” dgaihst the
outer side of the closure 19, the lower end of the
leg 17 will terminate pr eferably slightly above the
base 1. With the signal 5 in this, itg full line:
position of Figure 1, it will be noted that the pivot
provided by the fastening {8 is located nédr the
end of the section {4 from which - the section 15
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projects whereas a substantial portion of the sec-

tion 14 including the leg 17 is located a eonsider-
able distance to the left!of the pivot 19, ag seen
in: Figure I whereas only o limited portion-of: the
sectionn {4-and. the:entire section: I5: are: located
to the right of the pivot, 19 and: relatively closg
to: the vertical center of the. pivot. Accordingly,

the weight: of the portion:of: the signal 5:located 2

to the left of the pivot, i9; is adequate to-readily
maintain- the signal in its: full: line inoperative
pos1t10n of Figure: I and which-constitutes a-non-
signalling posmon o

Assuming that the signali 5 is ‘i 1Ls full. lme
vosition of Flgure 1 or its: pogition: as: 111ustrated
ini Pigures 2 and:3: with.the. doox, 1§ cloged; the
mailman: in: opening the- door 18 to insert: mail
mto bhe bo‘{ & wul,swmg the closure {8;outward~
5 1y in a cloekwxse direction: gs
°Pen~ m rlgure 1 after which: he, will: return the
clouule {4 to-its- elosed posmon . However, in
maemng,the closure: {9 the signal a“will_‘be'ca;zsed
to- sw i

gure- 1. about the fastening i19

digposed inthe-path:of swinging miovement
& door i9:te an opsn position: sg: that it
will- be; engaged by the doar 18-to-be swung out-
7 vand:downwardly therewith: Accordingly;
he mailman-returns the door 18 to a-closed
] on; the stenal § willi remain-in- its.operative
1=rn=t11mg position: a8 illustrated in:' dotted lines

in: Figure 1, in. a depending: position: with the
major portion; of the signal & disposed:below: the
level of-the hase. T, so:that: when: the sigtial: §ris
thus: disposed: it will: be readily visible: from'.a’
distance: in- any.- direetion’ sinee’ it will: be- dis+

posed below: the: mailhox & andibase 1 andi'the

sections: {4 and- {5 thereof by being- dispased: at
a.right angle. to ori¢ anofther and: in: substan-
tially vertical plansgs:-will assuré that some part
of the signal will:e- readilys visible: fionr any di-
rection- to- viswally indicate- that: rrail: has béen:
placed in the hox 8.  THe owner of tHe:mailbox
after: opening: the door 1§ to remove thé mail
therefrom returns:the closure 18 to a:-closedipost

tion ang thereafter swings: the sigrisl ﬁtupwaldf

in: a counterclockwise direetion agiseen
1 back:to its:-fullrline godition; i whick pfo.ymon
it wilt be 'retaified due:to:the: prepordérance: of
the: weight: thiereot® being: disposed- £57tHe left’ of-
its pivot §8; as: previeusly pointed oty Thé: “sig-
nal'when this disposediwill be’ ‘substantidlly” corz:
cealed:by: the mailbeg: Itiwill het n’étéd’ e
samy e'hand iy bexleaéﬁ;y uaedufc}r3 rE‘éu Tig thi

¥ 54188 ing
othes 'hand ITee?td h 131 maif ang: p‘ackageﬁ re-
meved from ‘the’ nffa11borx~ - F\irtﬂer it will “be

from -ibs-full line to'its-detted.

3 ,'), pzvo_t due, ﬁﬁQ;‘thegfaci_; that-the siznal section
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readily obvious that the signal section 15 may
be initially engaged to swing the signal 5 up-
wardly to its inoperative position simultaneous-
ly as the door is returned to a closed position.

It will also be noted that the sighal does not en-

gage and scrape the body of the mailbox in mov-
ing to and from its operative and inoperative
positions and the only engageraent of the signal

with the mailbox is by the signal section 15 bear-
ing ag ,mc"r the. door H'.?,

Whilé as’ Previdusly statsd, “the sigital 5 due
to its comstruction is maintained by gravity in
either an operative or an inoperative position, if
desired: a gpring latch member may be provided
to more positively hold the signal in an inopera-
tive; non+sighalling position. The spring latch
member, designatsd generally 21 includes a strip
of rdatlvelJ resilient metal, one end of which is
dispbged "against the a;oremenmoned side edge
of the base 7 and securéd thereto by driven fas-
tenings:22:. The latch: strin'24 has an: upwardly

'Lend‘vn'* cutwardly ofset upper portion: 23 pro-
videg:

& With- WOnguwxmaﬂy extending: indentations
on’ the outer side. thereot forming- longitudinally
extending ribs 24 on the inner cide of the:latch
strip- which  aye disposed- to frictionally. bear
againstthe free-endiof the les 11, as clearly: illug-
trated in Figures: 3 and- 4; when: the signal. 5 is
in: an- inopergtive position’ and' by which: {ric-
tional engagement the signal is more readily re-
tained: in an’ inoperative position::

Various medifications: and: changes are- con-
templated and may cbviously be resorted . to,
without departing from the'spirit-or scope:of the
invention as herginafter defined: by the'appended
claims. |

I claim- as my invention:

1. Almailbox signal for- use with: a rural mail~
box hav % verticaily swingable- door pivoted
at its lower end, said signalicomprising s sub=
stantially rigid: sieet-like - member having angu-
larlj disposed: seetions; ineans: pivotally mounte
ing: the signal: beneath and- adjacent the® pivot
of the: mailbox: door: for vertical- swinging move~

“an operative, depending position’
it which both- sections are disposed  helow the
level-of- the mailbox: and spaced: therzfrom anc
an: inoperstive- position adjsecent the: door and
a«side ofthe inailbhox and:in which both sections
are disposed above the-lavel.of the operative posi-
tiong: of the seéctions, said sections heing: relg-
tivelyr wide and-each being difposed in substan-
tiallyr a- vertiéal plane when: the signgl is'in an
operative position, one section df:the siznsl being
disposed: at one side- of- the mailboy and: out: of
contact therewith when-in-an- inoperative posi~
tion: and- the other sectien: thereof being: dis-
posed: in-front. of: the mailbox door; -the prepon-
derance of the weight of the signal being dis~
rosed-on:the side of its pivot remote te-the sec-
tton-of-the signal-whieh ig disposed-adjacent-ang
iri: the path.of opening’ moveinent- of the mail-
box: door whereby the- sighal is: maintained- by
gravity! in-an’inoperative’ position,

2:"Acmailtbon-signal for usé with .a-rural’mails
box having'a vertiesliy swingable door pivoted:
adjacent-its-bottom edge, said- signdl” congisting
of:a-substantially figt relatively wide pldte, méans
pivetally mounting said ‘vlate’ad] aeent one cornet’
thsretfifor verticel: 'vw"ingin'g:movemeﬁt; said pivot’
means being dlspos g be%eath uﬁ.d aﬂj’écéﬁt théf
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one end of the plate, said flange being disposed
nearer the pivot than the opposite end of the
plate whereby the weight of said opposite plate
end will normally maintain the flange against
the outer side of the door when the latter is in a
closed position to maintain the plate adjacent and
substantially parallel to a side of the mailbox
in an inoperative, substantially concealed posi-
tion, the mailbox door engaging the flange when
swung downwardly to an open position to cause
the signal to swing about its pivot means in the
same direction as the door whereby the prepon-
derance of the weight of the signal initially passes
over said pivot means and subsequently as-
sumes a position below the pivet means for main-
taining the signal in an operative exposed posi-
tion below the level of the mailbox, said plate
being disposed in a vertical plane and said flange
being disposed in substantially a vertical plane
when the signal is in an operative position.

3. The combination with & rural mailbox hav-
ing a vertically swinging closure hinged adjacent
its bottom edge and a base on which the mail-
box is rigidly mounted, of a mailbox signal formed
of relatively wide angularly disposed sections,
one of said sections forming a door engaging sec-
tion and being disposed on the outer side of the
mailbox door when the latter is in a closed posi-
tion and in its path of swinging movement to an
open vosition when the signal is in an inopera-
tive, substantially concealed position, the other,
second section of the signal being disposed sub-
stantially parallel to and spaced outwardly from
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one side of the mailbox, pivot means pivotally
connecting a corner of said second section to
the base below and adjacent the door pivot and
adjacent said door engaging section, said second
section having a portion disposed remote to the
pivot means and on the opposite side thereof to
said door engaging section whereby the signal
is gravity urged to swing in a direction for nor-
mally retaining the door engaging section against
the door and said second section adjacent the
side of the mailbox and above the base, said sig-
nal being swung tc a depending operative position
below the base by a swinging movement of the
door downwardly and outwardly to an open posi-
tion, both sections of the signal being disposed
in substantially vertical planes when the signal is
in a depending operative position. '

4. A mailbox signal as in claim 3, said second
section being substantially yoke-shaped and said
pivot means engaging one leg thereof disposed
adjacent the door engaging section.

SETH H. THOMAS.
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