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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, Jose PII S. ISIDOR, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Newark, in the county of Essex and State of 
New Jersey, have invented certain new and 
useful improvements in IBag-Fasteners; and 
do hereby declare the following to be a 

full, clear, and exact description of the in 
vention, such as will enable others skilled in 
the art to which it appertains to make and 
use the same, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to characters of 
reference marked thereon, which form a 
part of this specification. 
The present invention has reference, gen 

erally, to improvements in holding or lock 
ing catches for bags, traveling-cases, suit 
cases, and similar articles. 
The present invention has for its primary 

object to provide a simple and neat construc 
tion of holding or locking catch for bag 
frames, and the like, which is of a strong 
and durable construction, securely retains 
the frame-sections of the bag, or similar 
article, in their closed relation to each other, 
and is readily and easily manipulated when 
it is desired to release the frame-sections 
of the bag, or similar article, from their 
closed and locked relation to each othel'. 
The invention has for its further object to 

provide a novel holding or locking catch 
which when manipulated to cause the same 
to assume its released or unlocked relation 
to the bag-frames, or similar articles, to 
which it may be attached, remains in that 
released or unlocked relation as long as the 
bag or similar article is open, but auto 
matically resumes its locking relation thereto 
as soon as the bag or similar article is closed. 
Other objects of the present invention not 

at this time more particularly enumerated 
will be clearly understood from the follow 
ing detailed description of my present in 
vention. 
With the various objects of my present in 

vention in view, the said invention consists 
in the novel construction of holding or lock 
ing catch hereinafter set forth; and, further 
more, this invention consists in the several 
novel arrangements and combinations of the 
various parts, as well as in the details of the 
construction thereof, all of which will be 
hereinafter more fully described and then 
finally embodied in the clauses of the claim 

Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Dec. 21, 1909. 
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which are appended to and which form an 
essential part of this specification. 
The invention is clearly illustrated in ac 

companying drawings, in which :- 
IFigure 1 is a detail perspective view of a 

portion of a bag and frame-sections, the 
same being provided with the novel holding 
or locking catch embodying the principles of 
my present invention. Fig. 2 is a detail longi 
tudinal vertical section of said holding or 
locking-catch, the same being illustrated in 
its locking relation with said frame-sections. 
Fig. 3 is a horizontal section, taken on line 
3-3 in said Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a horizontal 
Section, similar to that shown in Fig. 3, the 

! said holding or locking catch, however be 
ing illustrated in its unlocked relation with 
said frame-sections. Fig. 5 is a horizontal 
section taken just below the bolt-carrier and 
illustrating said holding or locking catch in 
its unlocked relation with said frame-sec 
tions, but said frame-sections being about to 
be closed and the said holding or locking 
catch being about to reassume its locking re 
lation. Fig. 6 is a horizontal section taken 
on line 6-6 in said Fig. 2, looking down 
Wardly. 

Similar characters of reference are elm 
ployed in all of the said hereinabove de 
scribed views, to indicate corresponding 
parts. 

Referring now to the said drawings, the 
reference - character 1 indicates the body 
polition of a bag or similar article, provided 
with an overlap frame-section 2 and an 
underlap frane-section 3, the said frame 
Sections 2 and 3 being adapted to be hinged 
together in the manner usual to bag-frame 
sections. The said bag-frame-sections 2 and 
3 may be further provided with a leather 
or similar covering 4, if desired. The said 
overlap frame-section 2 is provided with a 
suitably disposed elongated opening or cut 
out portion 5, and suitably arranged, SO as 
to register properly above the Said opening 
Ol' cut-out portion 5, is a holding or locking 
catch-casing 6, the same being held or Se 
cured in its propel position by means of 
downwardly extending tongues or lugs 
which preferably form an integral part of 
the ends of said casing 6 and extend down 
wardly from the peripheral edge of said 
ends. The said tongues or lugs pass 
through suitable openings with which said 

55 

65 

70 

75 

80 

85 

90 

95 

100 

05 

  



LO 

4 O 

4. 5 

5 5 

60 

s 

Overlap frame-section 2 is provided and the 
(iids thei'eof are turned over against the 
l}}lder side of said frame-section 2 to form 
the anchor-portions or fastening lugs S. The 
said casing 6 is further provided with a 
botton-plate 9 secured thereto in any suit 
able manner. The said bottom-plate 9 is 
Provided with a suitably disposed opening 
of cult out portion 10 adapted to register 
above the opening or cut out portion 5 of 
said frame-section 2, and the periphery of 
said opening or cut out portion 10, on the 
side toward the Outer edge of said overlap 
fi'ane-Section 2, is provided with a shoulder 
Ol' projecting portion 11. One end of said 
C&ising 6 is fuither provided with a suitable 
Opening or slot 12, said casing 6 forming a 
chamber 13. Slidably arranged upon said 
Ottom plate 9 and within said chamber 13 

is a bolt-carrier Ol' plate 14, said bolt-carrier T plate being provided with a fingerpiece or 
toilglie, 15 which is bent up from one end 
thereof.sp as to extend upon a plane some 
What higher than the plane of said bolt 
carrier OT plate 14. The Said fingerpiece or 
tollglie, noi'inally projects through and be 
Yond the opening or slot 12 in the end of 
strid casing 6. Struck out of Said boit-car 
liel of plate 14, is a bolt portion or post 16 
which extends downwardly from said plate 
it, and preferably at right angles thereto. 
the said bolt-portion or post 16 furthor. 
1110Fe projects downwardly through said 
opelling or cult-out portion 10 of said bottom 
plate 9 and through the opening or cut out 
portion 5, of Said frame-section 2. Extend 
ling lip Yardly from the inner end of said 
bolt-carrier or plate 14 is a post 17 to which 
is seculed one end of a suitable spring 1S, 
the other end of which is anchored or secured 
Upon a hook-portion 19 secured to, and pref 
cibly struck up out of said bottom-plate 9. 
While the said bolt-carrier or plate 14 is capable of a longitudinally sliding move 
igent, the action of the said spring 18 
also produces a laterally slidable or ro. 
tily in Oveinent of Said plate, whereby the 
late is held in the position, indicated in 

iig. 4 of the du'awings, so that the said bolt. 
Portion 16 is maintained in its locking posi 
tion, and said fingerpiece or tongue 15 in its 
OutWardly projecting relation to the opening 
Ol slot 12 of Said casing 6. Secured by means 
of livets 20, or in any other suitable imanner, 
to said under-lap frame-section 3 is a hasp 
Plate, or lock-nosing 21, the same being pro 
yided with an extension 22 and with a lock 
ing, or holding portion 23 which is provided 
with a notch or cut away portion 24 adapted 
to receive and engage with said bolt-portion 
16 when the same is in its locking position. 
To free the two frame-sections from their 
relatively locked positions, a slight inward 
Push or pressure is exerted upon the finger 
piece or tongue 15 which moves the bolt 
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carrier or plate 14 forward within said 
chamber 13 against the tension of Said spring 
18. The pull of said spring 18, Owing to its 
position with relation to said bolt-carrier or 
plate 14, is slightly diagonal, thereby creat 
ing a tendency of the bolt-portion 16 to fol 
low the periphery of said opening or cut 
out portion 10 of said bottom-plate 9 which 
is provided with the shoulder or projecting 
polition 11; and, which, when the said bolt 
portion 16 carried by said bolt-carrier or 
plate 14 passes the same engages and holds 
said bolt-portion 16 in its unlocked relation 
with the notch or cut away portion 24 of 
said locking-portion 23 of the hasp-plate 21, 
from which it has just been moved away 
from its operative relation therewith when 
said bolt-carrier or plate 14 was operated. 
As long as the bag frame-sections 2 and 3 
ale separated or open, the parts of the lock 
ing device are retained in their unlocked or 
non-locking i'elation, but when Said bag 
frame-sections are again moved toward each 
other, to cause the same to assume their 
closed relation one with the other, the ex 
tension-portion 22 of said hasp-plate 21 is 
brought in contact with said bolt-portion 16, 
as shown more particularly in Fig. 5 of the 
drawings, and thereby said bolt-portion 16 
is forced away from its restrained contact 
with the shoulder or projecting portion 11, 
So that the spring 18 may act upon said bolt. 
carrier or plate 14 to pull the saine to its 
normal initial position. Consequently the 
said bolt-portion 16 is again brought into 
its operative locking relation and engage 
Filent with the notch or cut-away portion 24 
of the locking-portion 23 of Said hasp-plate 
21, as will be clearly evident. 

It will thus be clearly seen, that the pres 
ent invention provides a very efficient and 
exceedingly simple holding or locking catch 
for bags or similar alrticles, the same being 
constructed of a minimum number of parts, 
and reduced to the simplest operative effi 
ciency. 
I am aware that Some changes may be 

made in the several arrangements and con 
binations of the various parts, as well as in 
the details of the construction thereof, with 
out departing from the Scope of my present 
invention as defined in the appended claims. 
Hence, I do not limit my invention to the 
exact arrangements and combinations of the 
parts as herein shown and described, nor 
do I confine myself to the exact details of 
the construction thereof. 

claim :- 
1. In a holding or locking catch for bags 

and similar articles, the combination with a 
casing, of a bolt - carrier having a finger 
piece extending from one end of said casing, 
Said carrier having a slidable movement lon 
gitudinally within said casing, and also a 
laterally rotatable movement therein, a bolt 
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said casing for retaining said bolt-portion 
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portion connected therewith, means within 
in its unlocked relation with a hasp-plate, 
and means for automatically returning said 
bolt-portion to its locked relation with the 
hasp-plate when the bag or similar article is 
closed, substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

2. In a holding or locking catch for bags 
and similar articles, the combination with a 
casing, of a bolt-carrier having a fingerpiece 
extending from one end of the casing, said 
carrier having a longitudinally slidable and 
a laterally rotatable movement within said : 
casing, a downwardly extending bolt-portion 
integrally connected with said bolt-carrier, 
means within said casing for retaining said 
bolt-portion in its unlocked relation with a 
hasp-plate, and means for automatically re 
turning said bolt-portion to its locked rela 
tion with the hasp-plate when the bag or 
similar article is closed, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 

3. In a holding or locking catch for bags 
and similar articles, the combination with a 
'asing provided at one end with an elon 
gated opening, of a bottom-plate, said plate 
being provided with a cut out portion, a 
bolt - carrier slidably arranged within said 
casing, a finger - piece connected therewith 
and adapted to project through and beyond 
said elongated opening of said casing, a 
downwardly extending bolt-portion inte 
grally connected with said bolt - carrier, a 
spring in engagement with and adapted to 
retain said bolt-carrier and said bolt-portion 
normally in locked relation with a hasp 
plate, means connected with said bottom 
plate for retaining said bolt-portion in its 
unlocked relation with said hasp-plate, and 

f 
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means for automatically returning said bolt 
portion to its locked relation with said hasp 
plate when the bag or similar article is 
closed, substantially as and for the purposes 
set forth. 

4. In a holding or locking catch for bags 
and similar articles, the combination with a 
casing provided at one end with an elongated 
opening, of a bottom-plate, Said plate being 
provided with a cut out portion, a bolt-car 
lier slidably arranged within said casing, a 
finger-piece connected therewith and adapt 
ed to project through and beyond said elon 

3. 

gated opening of said casing, a downwardly 
extending bolt-portion integrally connected 
with said bolt-carrier, a spring in engage 
ment with and adapted to retain said bolt 
carrier and said bolt-portion normally in 
locked relation with a hasp-plate, means 
connected with said bottom-plate for retain 
ing said bolt-portion in its unlocked relation 
with said hasp-plate, comprising a project 
ing portion in the peripheral edge of the cut 
out portion of said bottom-plate adapted to 
engage said bolt-portion, and means for au 
tomatically returning said bolt-portion to its 
locked relation with said hasp-plate when 
the bag or similar article is closed, substan 
tially as and for the purposes set forth. 

5. In a holding or locking catch for bags 
and similar articles, the combination with a 
casing provided at one end with an elon 
gated opening, of a bottom-plate, said plate 
being provided with a cut-out portion, a 
bolt-carrier slidably arranged within said 
casing, a finger-piece connected therewith 
and adapted to project through and beyond 
said elongated opening of said casing, a 
downwardly extending bolt-portion inte 
grally connected with said bolt-carrier, a 
spring in engagement With and adapted to 
retain said bolt-carrier and said bolt-portion 
normally in locked relation with a hasp 
plate, means connected with said bottom 
plate for retaining said bolt-portion in its 
unlocked relation with said hasp-plate, com 
prising a projecting portion in the periph 
eral edge of the cut out portion of said bot 
tom-plate adapted to engage said bolt-por 
tion, and means for automatically returning 
said bolt-portion to its locked relation with 
said hasp-plate, when the bag or similar 
article is closed, comprising an extension 
connected with said hasp-plate adapted to 
engage said bolt-portion and release it from 
engagement with said projecting-portion in 
the peripheral edge of said cut-out portion 
of said bottom-plate, substantially as and 
for the purposes set forth. 
In testimony, that I claim the invention 

set forth above I have hereunto set my hand 
this 16th day of September 1909. 

JOSEPH. S. ISIDOR. 
Witnesses: 

FREDR. C. FRAENTZEL, 
FREDK. H. W. FRAENTZEL, 
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