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To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, RALPH. E. ROBISON, of 

Atoka, in the county of Tipton and State of 
Tennessee, have invented a new and useful 

5 Animal-Tether, of which the following is a 
full, clear, and exact description. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

a novel and efficient animal-tether pole of 
simple construction, which is portable, and 
that may be readily erected at any desired 
point, and afford means to secure an attached 
animal, So as to prevent it from passing be 
yond a prescribed limit and avoid injury to 
the beast. 
To this end my invention consists in the 

peculiar construction of parts and their com 
bination, as is hereinafter described and 
claimed. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in Which similar letters of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure l is a perspective broken view of the 
device. Fig. 2 is an enlarged broken view of 
the device, taken opposite the arrow 2 in Fig. 
1; and Fig. 3 is an enlarged broken and partly 
Sectional view of part of the tether, taken op 
posite the arrow 3 in Fig. 2. 
There is a post A provided, which is pref 

erably made of wood, tapered at one enda, to 
permit it to be inserted upright in the ground, 
there being alongitudinal perforation formed 
a Suitable depth in the body of the post from 
the upper terminal for the reception of a 
standard B. The piece B is jointed at b and 
projects vertically a proper length for effect 
ive Service, and at c is bent to incline later 
ally, the upper terminal d being adapted for 
the Secure attachment thereto of a tether 
rope or chain C. 
Upon the portion of the standard B, which 

engages loosely with the socket-hole in the 
post A, below and near to the joint b, an arm 
e is secured, which projects therefrom, pref 
erably at a right angle to the standard. 
The standard B is transversely perforated 

at a suitable point above the joint b for the 
loose retention of a curved radius-barg, that 
has one end located in the perforation men 
tioned, and is held from displacement by a 
Washer g’ or other equivalent means. The 
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lower end of the radius-bar g has a detach 
ably-secured engagement with the outer end 
portion of the arme when all parts are as 
sembled, and thus forms an arc of which the 
pivotin the joint b is the radial center. Upon 
the radius-bar g a spiral Spring his located, 
and washer-blocks are also strung upon the 
said bar, forming seats for the ends of the 
spring. Said blocks also serve to increase the 
tensional force of the spring h by compreSS 
ing it somewhat, and may be exchanged for 
thicker blocks, or other blocks may be placed 
on the bar upon the first pair to increase the 
power of the spring. 
In service the post A is forced into the Soil 

at any point where the animal is to be allowed 
to graze, and the standard B is inserted in 
the socket at the top of the post, Which will 
retain the latter in an upright position, free 
to swing and describe a circle with its end 
portion d, the spring h. holding the standard 
normally elevated. The animal to be teth 
ered is attached to the rope or flexible Con 
nection C, which is extended to a proper 
length to allow the beast to graZe Over an 
area as large as desired. The height of the 
standard Bisso proportioned that the tether 
rope C will be held from trailing upon the 
ground while the animal grazes Over the en 
tire plot of pasture defined by the Sweep of 
the bent standard and the tether-rope, the 
spring h being compressed by the effort of 
the tethered animal to lower its head and 
reach the grass, the joint b permitting the 
standard or pole B to incline nearer the 
ground when stress is put upon the tether 
O). 
E. essential feature of the invention con 

sists in providing the radius-bar g for Sup 
port of the spring h, which will thus be main 
tained in serviceable condition, and in case 
the spring weakens from use it may be 
slightly compressed if the washer-blocks are 
increased in thickness, as before mentioned. 
The radius-bar g is also adapted from its po 
sition to stiffen the joint and brace this 
connection of parts, the bar sliding through 
the perforation in the upper part of the stand 
ard when there is a flexure of the joint. 
The constant draft on the tether-rope C 

prevents it from being tramped upon or be 
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coming entangled with the legs of the teth 
ered animal. 
As the entire device can be readily carried 

by one man, it affords convenient means to 
5 secure an animal where grass or other herb 
age grows that is suitable for its food and 
permits the beast to graze within prescribed 
limits, thereby restraining it from doing in 
jury to crops or from roaming at will. 

to Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 
In a tether, the combination, with a sock 

eted post, of a standard formed of two sec 

4848?? 

tions pivoted together, the upper section be 
ing apertured and the lower section seated in 
the socket of the post and provided with a 
lateral arm, a curved bar having one end se 
cured to the said arm and its other end pro 
jecting through the aperture of the upper 
section of the standard, and a spring sur 
rounding the bar, substantially as herein 
shown and described. 

RALPH. E. ROBISON. 
Witnesses: 

W. E. BAIRD, 
H. A. BAIRD. 
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