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To all whomy it may concern:

Be it known that I, JanEes GILBERT, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Liberty,
in the ecounty of Montgomery and State of
Ohio, have invented certain new and usefal
Improvements in Fences; and I do hereby de-
clare that the following is a full, elear, and
exact description of the same, reference being
had to the annexed drawings, making a part
of this specification, and to the lettersand fig-
ures of reference marked thereon.

Figure 1 of the drawings is a perspective
view, partly in section, of a portion of a line
of fence constructed in accordance with my in-
vention; Fig. 2, detail views of the two end
posts of the adjoining panels.

The object of the present invention i3 to pro-
vide a simple, strong, and easily-constructed

fence for farm and other purposes, in which

cach panel of the fence is strongly and rigidly
supported by braces and connected to the end
post of its fellow panel by a simple fastening
device, whereby a complete and durablefence
is constructed that will withstand the rough
weather and will not be liable to blow down

Arom gales; and the invention consists in the

details of construction, substantially as shown
in the drawings and hereinafter described and
claimed.

In the accompanying drawings eaeh panel
of the fence consists of the end posts, A B, to
which are suitably connected the longitndinal
wire ¢ and battensd, the battens and wires be-
ing also connected to a central upright post, c.
The posts A are driven in the ground a suita-
ble distanee, and to facilitate their entering
the ground they may be provided with metal
stakes G, which are formed with seats g, for
resting and supporting thereon the lower end
of the post, as shown in Fig. 2, said metal
stake being connected to the post in any con-
venient manner. Theoppositepost or upright,
B, of each panel is formed with an elongated
slot, €, through which passes a fastening de-
viee, 1D, on the post A of the adjoining panel.
After the fastening device D, whichisin form
of an L-shaped bolt, is passed through or made
to engage with the slot e, the upright or post
B is pressed in a downward direction, which
will firmly lock the twoposts of the adjoining
panel together.

In place of the fastening device D, a fasten-
ing device, E, may be substituted, which con-
sists of » link. After passing it through the
slot e it is locked by a suitable key, f.

When stretching the wires @, the battens b
are sprung apart from their fastenings with
the upright pest ¢, but are afterward drawn
tightly together by means of the bolt g, which
secures the battens to the central upright post,
thus forming a sidewise or lateral brace for
the fence-panel.

Each panel isprovided with a diagonal brace,
F, with a notch, 4, at its upper end to engage
with the upper one of the wires @, and is fast-
ened to the central post, ¢, by hook ¢ and staple
k. At the lower end of the brace F is driven
a stake, 7, which holds brace ¥ in place by
means of a square link, m, secured to the lower
end of the brace and looping over thestaketo
engage with a notch therein, and is drawn
down tight on the ground by driving the stake.
Near the lower end of brace Fissuitably bolted
a stay-bar, G, baving upon its under edge, at
its free or onter end, a series of notches, 2, to
engage with the lower one of the wires g,
thereby connecting the lower portion of the
panel to the brace in such manner as to pre-
vent it from being forced away, the object of
the notches being to adapt the stay-bar G when
the panelsare upon uneven ground or hillside.

Many means may be employed for detacha-
bly connecting the two posts A B of the ad-
joining panels together, as the means shown
may be varied in construction to suit circum-
stances, and any well-known device may be
substituted for those shown, so long as it will
admit of the post B being securely held to the
post A, and also admis of its being detached
therefrom when found necessary. These fast-
ening devices are all intended to be adjusted
to any size or height of post, and to the vary-
ing irregularities in thesurface of the ground.

Having now fully described my invention,

what I claim as new, and desire so secure by.

Letters Patent, is—

1. In a fence, the post A, provided with
metal stake C and a fastening device, and the
post B, having an elongated slot, in combina-
Hon with the central upright post, ¢, and the
battens b, connected thereto and to the posts,
and an adjustable and removable brace con-
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nected to the wires and central upright post,
the meeting posts of the adjoining panels of
the fence being connected together by the fast-
ening device and slot, as and for the purpose

5 set forth.
2. In a panel-fence, the combination, with
the panels thereof, of the diagonal brace T,
having noteh & at its upper end to engage with
the wires ¢, hook 4, to engage with staple ¥,
10 stake 7, and link m, and the stay-bar G, hav-

ing:a series of notches, n, substantially as and
for the purpose specified.

In testimony that I claim the above I have
hereunto subscribed my name in the presence
of two witnesses,

JAMES GILBERT.

Witnesses:
J. C. PATTERSON,
GIDEON L. GILBERT.



