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My invention relates to certain new and useful
improvements in means for holding meat trays
in place in refrigerator display cabinets and it
particularly has for its objects to provide & fix~
. ture which will hold the trays in one row from
. becoming displaced into another row; to pro-

vide a simple, inexpensive article for insertion

" between rows of trays by virtue of which trays
from one row above those in another row will
not ride over the trays in a lower row or will

(L 211—153)

My invention consists in  the -provision of
elongated row-separator strips 8 and bottom row
support-strip 8’, designed to rest on the rack 2.
The row-supporting strip 8’ rests against an abut- -
ment 3 on the rack 2, while the separator strips

. 8 sre located between adjacent rows of trays 6.
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not slide down out of their respective row; to

provide simple, inexpensive tray-row-separating
and tray-supporting strips of pleasing appear-

ance which may be set on present day wire racks.

without the necessity of attaching the same to
the rack, and which may be made in convenient
lengths of sheet metal, bent or rolled to the de-
sired cross-sectional form and size; to provide
means for holding the trays in one row against
becoming displaced into a space in another row
when a tray is removed from that other row,
thereby saving time and labor which would other-
wise be required to rearrange the trays.

Other objects of the invention will be -obvious

in part and in part will be pointed out herein-
after.

To the attainment of the aforesaid objects and
ends the invention still further resides in the
novel details .of construction, combination and
arrangement of parts, all of which will be first
particularly pointed out in the appended claims,
reference being had to the accompanying draw-
ing, in which: -

Fig. 1 is a cross section of a tray rack and trays
with my invention in use, a portion of the dis-
play case being shown in dotted lines,

Fig. 2 1s a top plan view of the rack with my
invention applied, several trays in each row being

shown.
"~ Fig. 3 is a perspective view of a portion of one
of the separator strips.-

Fig. 4 is a similar perspective view of a portion
of the row supporting strip.

In the drawing, in which like numbers of
reference indicate like parts in both the figures,
{ is a display case in which the usual inclined
wire rack is located on suitable supports. The
rack 2 may be made in one unit or in several
units, and each includes the cross-supporting
wires 4, the front to back wires 2, and the front
end stops 3, all of the ordinary construction. The
trays 6 rest with their bottoms on the rack 2
in two or more rows and the rack is usually in-
clined, as shown in Fig. 1.
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Each separator strip 8 has a flat top and stepped.
sides, on the narrow steps 9 of which the flanges
T of the trays rest. The wider steps 10 have their
edges arranged to engage the front and back in-
clined walls of the trays of adjacent rows (see-
Fig. 1). This leaves air circulating spaces {1 and
12 below the tray flanges T and about the trays.

The first tray row supporting strip 8’ has a
flat top face, one straight side 13, and one stepped
side 9, 10°. - Preferably it is one-half the over-all
width of strip 8 and is of the same form on the
stepped side, in cross section, as one-half of
strip 8.

If desired, a second strip 8’ may be placed
along the back row of trays (see Fig. 1).

_As will be seen by reference to Figs. 1 and 2, if a
tray is removed from any row, no tray from a
row above will slide into the vacated space and
so long as two trays are left in a row they wiil
hold the .separator strip 8, which in turn will
hold back the trays in the next row above..

Preferably, the top or exposed face of the strips
8, 8’, 8’ are flush with the tops of the tray
flanges T and the tray flanges, although they may
be curved under, will not ride over the strips
owing to the engagement of steps (0 with the
trays, as well as the fact that the tray rims abut
the side wall at right angles.

In practice, the strips 8, 8’, 8’’ are preferably_
formed from sheet metal, such as Monel metal,
enameled steel, aluminum, chrome-plated steel,
etc., ete., and the tops of the strips are preter-
ably flush with the tops of the trays or, if de-
sired, they may be slightly convexed. If desired,

*  the strips may be made of solid bar material.
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From the foregoing it will be seen that I have
provided a very simple, inexpensive articie that
will prevent sliding of the frays and their riding
over one another when displayed on a slant, and
it will be further seen that my invention provides
a maximum of convenience at a minimum effort

. in order to remove one or more trays from the
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case. .

I wish it understood that the sizes or propor-
tions of the strips and the heights and widths ot
the steps may be varied according to the size of
the display case and the sizes and shapes of
Further, the invention may be used
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in @ two-tray-deep case as well as in a three-
or-more-tray-deep case.

From the foregoing description, taken in con-
nection with the accompanying drawing, it is

thought that the construction, uses and advan-

tages of my invention will be clear to those
skilled in the art to which it relates.

What I claim is:

1. The combination with an inclined display
rack of the character stated for receiving and
supporting two or more rows of trays, a tray-
separhting strip resting loosely on the rack and
extending between the rows of trays and sup-

ported by trays in the adjacent row below.

- " 2, In display cabinets, an inclined foraminous
rack having an abutment at its lower edge, at
least two rows of trays resting on said rack, &
tray-supporting strip resting loosely on sald rack
along said lower edge, against which the first
row of trays abuts, and a tray-row-separating
strip resting loosely on said rack between the
first and second rows of trays and supported
by trays in said first row. .

3. In display cabinets, an inclined foraminous
rack having an abutment at its lower edge, at
least two rows of trays resting on sald rack, a
tray-supporting strip resting loosely on said rack
along sald lower edge, against which the first
row of trays abuts, and a tray-row-separating
strip resting loosely on said rack between the
first and second rows of trays, sald strips ex-
tending approximately the full width of the rack
from side to side, said tray row separating strip
being supported by trays in the adjacent lower
row of trays.

4. The combination with a display rack of the
character stated for receiving and supporting
two or more rows of trays, a tray-separating
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strip extending between the rows of trays and
resting on the rack, said strip comprising a top
and two-stepped sides, the upper step being of &
depth corresponding approximately to the
depth of the tray flange and the lower step be-
ing of a depth corresponding approximately to
the depth of the tray below the flange,

5. In display cabinets, an inclined foraminous
rack having an abutment at its lower edge, at
least two rows of trays resting on said rack, a
tray-supporting strip on said rack along said
lower edge, against which the first row of trays
abuts, and a tray-row-separating strip between
the first and second rows of trays, sald tray-
supporting strip having a top, one straight side
and one stepped side for purposes described. .

6. In display cabinets, an inclined foraminous
rack having an abutment at its lower edge, at
least two rows of trays resting on sald rack, a
tray-supporting strip on sald rack along said
lower edge, against which the first row of trays
abuts, and a tray-row-separating strip between
the first and second rows of trays, sald strips
having their sides which are adjacent the trays
stepped for purposes described. ]

7. Tn display cabinets, an inclined foraminous

"rack having an abutment at its lower edge, at

least two rows of trays resting on said rack, 8
tray-supporting strip on said rack along sald
lower edge, against which the first row of trays
abuts, and a tray-row-separating strip between
the first and second rows of trays, sald strips
having their sides which are adjacent the trays
stepped to receive tray flanges and having other
step-portions to engage the trays below the
flanges and leave air circulating passages be-
tween the strip and the trays.
WILLIS CLARENCE WALDO.



