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(57) Abstract

A thermoplastic resin powder is made to adhere to the continuous filaments of a reinforcing strand, and
a solution of a binder resin in a solvent is applied to the resulting strand to make the thermoplastic resin powder
held among the filaments and to make the filaments connected to each other. Then the solvent is substantially
completely removed in a temperature range not exceeding the melting point or flow temperature of the thermoplastic
resin powder. In the molding material thus produced, pinpoint fixation is made between the continuous filaments,
between the thermoplastic resin powder and the continuous filament, and between particles of the thermoplastic resin
powder through the binder resin, and the material is substantially free from the solvent. The material is inhibited from
the falling away of the thermoplastic resin powder and is nontacky and excellent in draping characteristics, handling
characteristics, workability in layup, and processability in molding, and the molded article of the material is excellent
in the characteristics as composites and the appearance.
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