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(57) Abstract: In the present invention, in the state of a headlight illumin-
ating the direction of progression, the strength of the light of the headlight
is dimmed (or extinguished) to no greater than a predetermined strength
across a predetermined dimming time. In such a state, an image (image
when dimmed) is acquired of the direction of progression of the vehicle.
In the image when dimmed, reflective objects such as at the roadside ap-
pear dark, and the headlights of oncoming traffic appears bright. Thus, it
is possible to easily and precisely determine the presence/absence of on-
coming traffic. As a result, when it is determined that there is oncoming
tratfic in the image when dimmed, the illumination range of the headlights
are set at a second illumination range that is narrower than a first illumina-
tion range.
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