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To all whom it may concern: :

-Be it known that I, Wriam M. KERR, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Stam-
ford, in the county of Fairfield and State of

. 5 Connecticut, have invented new and useful
Improvements in Signs, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

he invention relates to signs and more
particularly to illuminated signs, although,

.0 In some of its aspects; the invention may be-

‘adaptable to signs generally,

Objects of the invention are to provide a
sign structure which i of attractive appear-
. ance, simple construction and economical of
- 15 manufacture; to provide a sign structure
‘being  quickly and readily changed, or re-
moved and replaced; to provide a casing
which allows easy access to and manipulation

20 of the mémber. bearing the displayed matter,

and which at the same time niay be tightly -

‘closed for protection against the elements,
dust, and otherwise. %hese and other ob-
. }ect_s .of invention will in part be obvious
26 {rom, and will in part be particularly pointed
- out, in the deseription and claims. :
The invention consists in the novel parts,
articles; arrangements, improvements and
combinations herein shown and described.
The accompanying drawings, referred to
herein and forming a part hereof, illustrate
oné embodiment of the invention the same
serving in ‘connection- with the description
“herein to explain the principles of the inven-
tion. ‘ ’
- Of the drawings: Figure 1 is a general per-
. spective view of & sign structure constructed
in‘accordanice ‘with some of the principles of
the invention; Fig. 2 is a similar view of one
of the-design-carrying members partly with-
drawn and with the cap plate removed; Fig.
-8 is' & detail showing one form of fastening
means for holding t%e cap plate and casing
together; and Fig. 4 is a sectional view of a
detail of the construction. :
It is desirable in sign structures to provide
a structure which, while attractive to the eye
and while of substantially simple and eco-
nomical cotistruction, admits of the displayed
50 matter heing readily changed and. also pro-
vides for protecting the structurs from the
‘elements. . This is perhaps especially true of
illuminated signs. '
This invention contemplates the. provid-
85 ing of a sign structure which realizes the ob-
jects of invention and advantages herein set
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which permits of the matter to be displayed

4 a groaye for the s

forth, together with other objects and advan-
tages. The design-carrying member which
bears the matter to be displayed is shown in
the accompanying drawings as being remov- 60
ably supported in the case, such casing being
shown in the drawings as adapted for hold-
ing a source of light so that in conjunction
with a design-carrying member of suitable
material the matter displayed upon the sign 65

he structure hérein shown as
structed in accordance with the principles of
the invention comprises a design-carryin
slide 1 which, according to certain features of 70
the invention, may be of a transparent or
translucent material, many such materials
being well known, such as ground or polished
glass, paper, or other suitable material. For
the purpose of holding this slide, a casing 2 is 75
Frovid'ed, herein shown: as of rectangular
orm, although accoxding to certain features
of the invention the particular form thereof
is immaterial. Said casing is shown as hav-
ing & portion 3 provided with a lip 4, con+ 80
structed and arranged to receive and hold
the design-carrying slide. . A suitable device -
may also be provided for assisting in guiding
the slide 1 inwardly or outwardly with refer-

may be visible at night as well as bge(.iay;_
i Ing con-

| ence to the casing. In Fig. 4 of the draw- 85
ingls such a guide device is shown substan-
‘tia

ly as a lip arranﬁed to form with the part .

] de 1, and is indicated by
the reference numeral 5. The said casing is
further:shown as having in addition to the 90
portion 3 another portion 6 which is some-~
what narrower in width than the portion 3
so:as to permit the design-carrying slide to be

‘slid:past it into and out of engagement with

the lip 4. L 95
In Fig. 2 of the drawings, wherein the cas-
ing is siown as being provided with a de-
sign—'carryin% slide upon either side, one of
the slides is shown as being partly withdrawn, |
illystrating the 'manner in which the slides 100
readily pass the narrower portion 6 of the .
casing. By reason of this structure it will be

‘noted that the portion 6 together with the

portion 3 forms a continuous casing which .
gives great strength and ri idity as compared 105
to the material used and while being sim-
plo and inexpensive of manufacture.:. “"There
m‘agr be provided, if desired, in the portion 6
of the casing finger holes 7 for wse in with-
drawing the slide, such an arrangement fur- 110
ishing  an easy and certain minngr of en-

ni
I gagingg the slide and withdrawing it. until it
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_thereof and at the corner of the casing.

2

may be engaged by the hand exteriorly to
the casing. There is also provided by the
invention, for the purpose of protecting the
structure against the elements, and froin the
dust of the street, and also conducing toward
a neat and attractive appearance, which lat-
ter is of great importance in connection with
signs and display matter ‘generally, a cap

late 8 which is constructed and arranged to.
Et closely over the narrower portion of the
casing and over the end of & design-carrying:
slide, or slides carried by the casing. A
suitable fastening device for said cap plate is

provided which may be of any approved and.
convenient form. - One form_thereof, shown'

in Fig. 1 of the drawings, consists of a screw
9 having a shouldered head which engages
the plate 8 while its threaded portion engages
with a thread tapped in the portion 6 of the
casing. - In Fig, 3 of the drawings a fastening
device is shown as a spring snap or hock 10.

- For the purpose of assisting in rendering
the case dust proof and proof against the ele-
ments and also to_ assist in h(;fding the cap
plate 8 in place, the casing is‘provided with a

flange 11, the cap plate having o part con--
-structed and arranged to fit closely beneath

the said flange. Where the casing is of rec-
tangular form the lip 4 will generally be car-
Tied by threc sides of the casing, and project—
ing inwardly therefrom, and the fourth side,

. whichi is the narrower side past which the de-
.Sign-carrying slides move inwardly-and out-

wardly, carries the raised flange at one end
This
arrangement is the one shown in the draw-
ings herewith, the end 12 of the cap plate in
such case being adapted to fit closely beneath
the flange 11,
ably provided with a lip 13 corresponding to
the lip upon the other three sides of the cas<
ing. The cap plate 8 is.further shown in the
drawings as having at the end opposite the

end 12 a lip. 14 adapted to pass over, or into.
engagement with, the eontiguous side of the-
casing although in .some cases it; may be-

found convenient to omit the said lip.
Suitable devices for providing ventilation,
or for the escape of heated air from the cas-
ing, as well as devices for supporting the cas-
ing in a suspended position, may. be pro-
vided: Such devices are not illustrated
herein, however, as forms thereéof are well
known. and, simply’ as such, they form no
part of this invention. P o
From all the foregoin

which realizes the objects of invention and
advantages ‘set forth, together with . other
other objects and advantages. Coe

The invention, in.its broader aspeets, is
not limited to the particular constructions
shown, nor to any particular constructions
by which it has been or may be earricd into
elfect, as many changes may be made in the

The.cap plate is also prefer-.

g it will be under- |
stood that s strueture has heen provided

ing 4 finger hole for use in withdrawing the
-slide; and a eap-plate constructed and a
~ranged to fit closcly over the narrow portion

clements.
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consttuction withoat. departing -from- the
main principles of the invention as set forth

-in the appended claims, and without sacri~

ficing its chief advantages. ’
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is:

71 A sign strueture including in combina~
tiona resign-carrying slide, a casing for hokl-

~; What 1 do claim as my invention and de-

ing said slide, a portion of said casing having.

a lip constructed and arranged to receive

“and hold the said design-carrying slide and
“another portion thereof being ‘narrower so
as'to permit the design-carrymg slide to be

slid past into and out of engagement with
the lip, a flange-upon the said casing, and
a cap plate constructed and arranged to it
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86

closely over the narrow portion of the casing -
and over the’end of the slide and also having

a part adapted to fit closely beneath said.

flange. | , o B
2. A sign structure including in combina-

| tion a design-carrying slide, & casing for hold-

ing said slide, a portion of said casing having
a lip constructed: and arranged to receive

-and hold the said design-carrying slide -and

another portion thercof being narrower so
as to permit the design carrying slide to be

slid past into and out of engagement with the
lip, & flange upon the said casing, a cap plate,
construeted and arranged to fit closely over:

90

95

the narrow portion of the casing and over the .

end of the stide and also having a part adapted

to fit closely beneath sald flange, and a fasten-

ing device for holding the cap and casing

togetlier.

3. A sign structure including in combina-,

tion. & design-carrying slide, a_rectangular

casing having upon three sides an inwardly |
projectin. lip  and the fourth side. being
" narrowed so as topermit the slide to be slid

into and out of position beneath the said lip,
o raised flange on said fourth side at the edge..
of the casing, a eap plate having a lip corre-

sponding to the flange tipon the casing and
having an end adapted to fit closely beneath
the said flange, said cap plate being also con=
structed and arranged to fit closely over the
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fourth side and over the end of the slide, .

and means for fastening said cap’ plate and

casing together.

4. A sign structure including in éombina-’
' tion a design-carrying-stide, a casing {or-hold-

ing said'slide, a portion of said casing ]

also having a narrower portion of such width
as'to ‘permit - the "design - carrying slide -to

115

r having -
a-lip tonstructed and arranged: to téceive . -
and hold the said. design-carrying slide and_

120

be shitl’ past”it’ into and out of éngagement.

with-the lip, said narrower portion also hav-

of the casing and-oyer the end of the slides
s0 a8 to render the easing proof against the
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‘within the said lip,
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5. A sign structure including in combina-
tion & design-carrying glide, a rectangular
casing having upon three sides an inwardly
projecting lip and the fourth side being nar-

rowed so as to permit the said design-cariy-

ing slide to be slid into and out of position
suid fourth side being
also provided with 2 finger hole for use in
withdrawing the slide, a raised flange on said

fourth side at the edge of the casing, 4 cap |

plate having a lip corresponding to the lip
upon the casing and having an end adapted to

2]

fit closely beneath the said flange, said cap
plate being constructed and arranged to fit
closely over said fourth side and over the end
of the design-carrying slide, and means for
fastening said cap plate and casing together.
In testimony whereof, T Luve signed my
aame to this specifieation, in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses. : .
' WILLIAM M. KERR.
Witnesses:
. 1. Beny,
S. T, MinLER.
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