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(57) Abstract: Disclosed is a grasping apparatus that
grasps an object with a van der Waals force, wherein
the grasping apparatus is provided with: a holding
member that has a plurality of fine hairs, and is formed
of dielectric material; a moving mechanism that makes
the holding member move relative to the object so as
to have the plurality of fine hairs come in contact with
the object; and a drive circuit that applies to an elec-
trode a voltage that has the polarity thereof changed al-
ternately with the lapse of time, when the plurality of
fine hairs is to be released from a state of grasping the
object with the van der Waals force.
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