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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, EL1AS IRELAND, a citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Win-
ters, county of Yolo, State of California,
have invented an Improvementin Adjustable
Trucks; and I hereby declare the following
to be a full, clear, and exact description of
the same.

My invention relates to animprovement in
trucks which is especially adapted to be used
in connection with an apparatus for bleaehlnv
fruit.

It consists, essentially, in a novel construe-
tion of a truck having a vertically-movable
frame or body and means by which it may be
raised or depressed at will, so as to raise the
platform-carrying trays from their supports
in the bleaching-house and transfer them to
other points, where they are left by the de-
pression of the car-frame.

Referring to the accompanying drawings,
Figure 1 is a side elevation of my truck, the
front wheels being taken off. Fig. 2isa plan
view of the same and also the transfer table
and tracks.

This invention is especially designed to be
used in conjunction with chambers in which
fruit is to be bleached by the application of
sulfur previous to being dried.

The fruit is placed on drying-trays,. and
these trays are then piled upon platforms A,
the projecting edges of which are adapted o
be supported upon longitudinal cleats B
within the chamber C. ThlS chamber has
end doors, which may be opened for the ad-
mission or removal of the platform and the car
upon which it is carried, and tracks D, upon
which the car is movable into or out of the
house. There may bea greatnumber of these
bleaching-chambers placed side by side, and
inorder to transfer the cars to one or another
Thave shown a transverse line of rails E, hav-
ing a transfer table and track F. Thistrack
being brought into line with any one of . the
tracks D is temporarily locked by means of a
frame G, slidable between and below the
tracks, so that the ends of the frame may be
prOJectecl and interlocked with the tracksD,
thus preventing the transfer-track from rnov-
ing while the car is being moved on or off it.
Thls sliding frame is actuated by a lever H,
fulerumed upon the transfer-car so as to be

easily movable, and when the fruit-carrying
car has been moved upon the transfer-car the
locking-frame is withdrawn, and the transfer-
car may then be moved until its tracks are
in line with the tracks D of any one of the
bleaching-houses.

The car upon which the fruit-carrying plat-
forms are designed to be moved consists of
wheels I, fixed upon shafts J and adapted to
run upon the tracks D. These shafts are
connected together by bars K, extending upon
each side from one shaft to the other near the
outer ends, and these bars are formed with
journal-boxes at the ends within which the
shafts are turnable as the wheels roll upon
the track. Exterior to these bars are short
arms L, through which the wheel-shafts pass
and within whlch the shafts are loosely turn-
able.

Mis a frame of such width that it may pass
beneath the fruit-carrying platforms when-
ever the car is to be run into the house where
the platform is located. This frame is con-
nected with the ends of the arms L by rule-
joints, as shown at N, which form fulerums
about which the arms L turn when the wheel-
frames are moved to elevate or depress the
frame M.

A V-shaped frame or connecting-bar O has
its rear end provided with journal-boxes
through which the rear wheel-shaft passes
and turns loosely.
frame or bar is connected with the lower end
of a lever P. This lever is fulecrumed to the
front of the frame M, and when the frame M
is-atits lowest point the lever stands approxi-
mately vertical. When the lever is pulled
forward, the lower end pushes the frame O
backwardly, and by means of the side bars
connecting the wheel-axles and the opposite
opposing pull upon the frame M the bars L
are rotated about the fulerum-joints so as to
stand in a vertical position, and the frame M
isthuslifted. The amount of vertical motion
given the frame is such that when it is de-
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pressed it is sufficiently below the fruit-plat- -

form A that a car may be easily run in be-
neath it, and when it is raised it lifts the
platform off of its supports and the car and
platform can then be withdrawn and trans-
ferred to any other point.

The position of the rule-joints N with 1ela,-
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tion to the car-axle is such that when the
arms L have been turned into a vertical po-
sition and the part M raised these joints are
sufficiently in advance of the axles to act as
a lock and prevent the part M from dropping
back to its lowest position.

In order to properly support the frame M
when it is depressed, I have shown angular
blocks Q, fixed to the lower side of the frame
M in such positions that when thearmsL are
turned so as to depress the frame these in-
clined blocks rest upon the front sides of the
arms L, the latter standing in an ineclined
position, so that their faces coincide with
those of the blocks Q. This forms a firm
support for the frame, relieving the joints
and bringing the bearing directly upon the
wheel-shafts.

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim asnew, and desiretosecure by Letters
Patent, is—

1. Avertically-adjustable truck, consisting
of a frame or platform, wheels fixed upon
transverse shafts or axles, arms turnable
loosely upon said shafts beneath the platform,
locking rule-joints by which the upper ends
of the arms are directly connected with the

platform, side bars connecting the two wheel- !
shafts, a bar O extending directly from the :

rear wheel-shaft to the front of the platform,
and a lever fulerumed upon the platform hav-
ing the lower end connected with the front
of the har O whereby the wheels are moved
to raise or depress the frame.

2. A vertically-adjustable truck consisting
of wheels fixed upon the ends of two parallel
shafts, side bars connecting said shafts and
having journal-boxes within which the shafts
turn freely, short arms turning loosely upon
the wheel-shafts, a frame, the side bars of
which are in line above the arms, rule-joints
connecting the frame directly with the arms,
a connecting bar or frame loosely journaled
to the rear axle of the truck extending for-
wardly, a lever fulecrumed upon the main
frame having its lower end connected with
this bar, whereby the frame may be raised or
depressed by the movement of the lever, and
inclined bearing-surfaces formed beneath the
frame so as to rest upon the front sides of
the connecting-arms when the frame is de-
pressed.

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my
hand.

ELTAS TRELAND.

Witnesses:

S. H. NOURSE,
JESSIE C. BRODIE.
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