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(57) Abstract: The purpose of the present invention is to provide a gas sensor capable of immobilizing the location of
hot spot occurrences in a sensor element. To this end, a sensor element 12 is shaped such that the cross-sectional area
thereof increases uniformly or stepwise from the positive (+) electrode side to the negative (-) electrode side so as to induce
the hot spots, which would otherwise move to the negative electrode side, to a low-resistance side. As a result, positions
substantially equal from a pair of electrodes 13, 15 formed at both end sections of the sensor element 12 are set to be hot
spot occurrence positions, thereby avoiding damage to electrode sections due to hot spot heat.
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