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To all whom it may concern:

" "Be it known that I, OTrs EDwIN FOWBLE,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Los .

Angeles, in the county of Los Angeles and
State of California, have invented new and
useful Improvements.in Finger Shields or
Protectors, of which the following is-a speei-
fication. ' ' - ,
My improvements relate to finger shields or
protectors to be worn by bricklayers, stone-
masons, orthose engaged in handling material

_ of any kind liable to gall or chafe the fingers.
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Gloves for covering the fingers and palm of
the hand ha'e been heretofore devised for-the
same or similar purpose, and the finger per-
tions of ordinary gloves have been used by

those engaged in building operations to pre-
ventinjurytothe fingersincident to the hand-

ling of brick, stone, &e. The material of
which these devices have been made is neces-
sarily thin and flexible in order to admit of
a free bending of the fingers and is conse-
quently soon worn or cut through by constant
contact with the rough hard surface of the
material handled. A finger-protector con-
structed in the ordinary manner, but of 4 ma-
terial sufficiently thick or tough to withstand
the wear to which they are subjected, while
affording better protection, would be too rigid
or stiff to admit of a free bending of the fin-
gers necessary .for the proper handling of
brick, &e., in building operations.
Theobject of my invention is to so construet
a finger shield or protector as to admit of the
use of a thicker and more rigid material than
heretofore employed ‘without in any manner

interfering with the bending of the finger, and

this I accomplish by cutting away a portion
of the shield or protector, at the back thereof,
at a point to register with the knuckle or joint
of the finger. By this means that portion of
theshield or protector offering the greatestre-
sistance to bending is removed and the por-

. tion to be bent is so reduced in size as t0 offer

little or no resistance without in the least im-
paring the value of the shield as a protecting
medium, - o : ‘

Aftera detailed description of myinvention
the features deemed novel will be duly speci-

‘fied in the claims hereunto annexed.

~

Referring to the drawings, Figures 1, 2, and

3 in side, rear, and sectional views, respec- -

tively, illustrate a finger protector or shield
embodying my invention.

side and sectional views, respectively, illus-.

trate a finger shield or protector similar to

Figs. 4 and 5, in -
55

that of Fig. 1, but having an extension atits -
lower front portion for affording protection to -

_the finger beyond the second joint. /

The protector or shield A of Fig. 1, 2, and
3 is a tubular structure adapted to be worn
upon the outer end or tip of a finger or thumb

6o

and is preferably composed of vulcagized in- - ‘

dia-rubber of a sufficient degree of hardness

to properly withstand the wear incidentto the 65

handling of brick, stone, or other material
used in building operations.

a point to register with the knuckle or joint
of the finger or thumb, and at the tip or outer
end thereof it is provided with an opening ¢

to form an outlet for sand and grit liable to .

\

. The rear por-
tion o of the protector is cut away, as'at b, at

10

find its way between the protector and finger

of the wearer. By this construction I am en-
abled to make a protector or shield of thicker
and more rigid material than heretofore em-
ployed without in any manner interfering
with the free bending of the finger and shield.

In Figs. 4 and 5 I have illustrated a protec-
tor orshield A’ similar in construction to that
of Figs. 1, 2, and 38 except that the front por-

-| tion d is reinforced or made thicker than the

rear portion a and is provided with an exten-
sion e to afford protection to a portion of the
finger beyond the second joint, asclearly
shown. '
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Where it is desirable, the protector may be -

made of sufficient length to cover the entire
finger, in which case two openings will be re-
quired to register with the first and second
Joints of the finger, as illustrated in dotted
lines in Fig. 1. o

Having thus deseribed my invention, what
Iclaim as new, and desire to secure by Letters
Patent, is— S : ‘

1. A finger shield or protector consisting of
a tubular body composed of flexible material
adapted to fit over the end or tip of a finger
or thumb and having an opening in the rear
or back portion thereof to register with ‘the
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knuckleor joint of the finger or thumb where-
by theshield is permitted to bend at said joint,
substantially as described. R

2. A finger shield or protector consisting of
a tubular body composed of flexible material

.adapted to fit over the end or tip of a finger

or thumb, and having a thick or reinforced
front or inner portion and a thinner back or
outer portion, the latter being cut away at a
point to register with the knuckle or joint of
a finger or thumb whereby the shield is per-
mitted to bend at said joint, substantially as
deseribed. , ' '

3. A finger shield or protector consisting of
a tubular body composed of flexible material
adapted to fit over the tip or end of a finger
or thumb, and having an opening in the back

" or rear portion thereof to register with the

20

knuckle or joint of a finger or thumb whereby

the shield is permitted to bend at said joint

and an extension at the lower inner or front
portion thereof, substantially as and for the
purposes specified.

4. Asanew article of manufacture, a finger
ghield or protector consisting of a tubular
body composed of vulcanized india-rubber or

similar material, adapted to fit over the tip or.
-end of a finger or thumb, and having an open-

ing in the end or tip thereof and an opening

in the back or rear portion to register with the,
‘knuekle or joint of a finger or thumb whereby
‘the shield is permitted to bend at said joint,

substantially as described.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my

‘hand in presence of twosubseribing witnesses.

OTIS EDWIN FOWBLE.

Witnesses: o
M. G. MOOR,
. F. E. AUSTIN,
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