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Ea.me of golf, in far less time than is possible-
-} shown aa havin% its farther end upset over
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To all whom it may

Be it known that T, ALMERIN R. SPRAGUE,
citizen of the. United States, residing at
Sacramento, in the county of Sacramento,
State of California, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Apparatus
for Golf Practice, of which the following is a

My invention relates generally to exercis-
g apparatus, and more particularly to a
device dy the use of which ex; eas cah be
acquired in different strokes employed in the

y_practice on the links. A
1t is especially adapted to enable ers
to acquire the art of hitting the ball with the

"different elubs without the waste of time re-
quired in following up the ball after each

stroke. Upon the open links the learner can

make ‘comparatively few strokes in a long:

afternoon of practice; while by the use of my

-invention, in which the ball is confined to

. certain limits, the strokes can be repeated in

quick succession. . :
My invention will be readily understood

" from the following description, which isto be
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" This connection is shown as a stro
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read in connection with the accompanying
drawings, which show one practical form in
which such invention can be embodied '

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the entire
apparatus. Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail
eﬁvation of the connection between the elas-
tic part of the device and the means for

changing the radius of action. “Fig. 3 is a.

lan view of part of Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a sec-
Eion of the bI;ll -showing a means for con-
necting it to the remainder of the apparatus.

+ In any convenient Flace a stake or pin 1
riven firmly into the |’

forming & pivot, is ¢
groun(f’ nearly to its head. Encircling the
stake just above the ground is a loose ring 2
in which pla ‘
bolt 3, the other end of which is swiveled in a
ring 4. An adjustable and flexible ¢onnec-
tion extends from ring 4 te a bail or clevis 6.
2 cord 5
adjustable as to length by having its ends
tied at any point desired; but a.strap ad-
justable as to length by an ordinary buckle
can be substituted for the cord as will be
readily understood. The cord or strap can
be connected to the clevis 6 either directly or
by means of the intermediate ring shown.
To the clevis 6 is secured another flexible
connection which is wholly or partially

freely one end of the swivel.

elastic. I have shown a length of elastic
webbing 7, the ends of which are preferabl
stitched. firmly to leather loops'8 throug

one of which passes the clevis 6, and through

the other.a similar clevis 9. For the full
length of elastic webbing shown can be syb-
stituted a‘cord of elastic rubber, as well as a
‘length of non-elastic ‘material containi

an elastic section. For ‘the elastic *partm'ﬁ
‘the connection, I have also used a heavy
endless rubber band with good results. To
the clevis 9. is connected an eyebolt 10
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which is embedded in the ball i1, and is -

& washer 12, and preferably recessed in the
ball, which makes a secure fagteninf. :

I have shown in Fig. 4, as part of the ap-
paratus a tee to support the ball when cer-
tain strokes are being practiced. This can
be made of any suitahle material, soft rubber
being preferred, and it comprises a sufficient}
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wide base 13, from which rises a short stand-

ard 14, the upper end of which is slightly
cup-shaped to receive the ball without Inter-
fering with the stroke. This tee is con-
nected to some convenient part of the ap-
paratus, such as the clevis 9, by & short cord
15, and can be detached if desired. When
attached, it follows the motion of the rest of
the apparatus, and forms a convenient at-
tachment, especially when the apparatus
is used indoors, - -

In using this apparatus, the connection
between the stake and ball is adjusted to
give the desired radius of action, a longer
radius being used for the heavier strokes,
such as the driving stroke. The ball is
g}"wed in proper position for the stroke to

practiced as directly upon thé ground or
upon & tee. It is then struck with the
proper club, causing it and the parts in con-
nectiont with it, to make one or more revolu-
tions around the stake. Of course the
stroke can be obtained in a short time. The
elastic part of the flexible connection takes
up the jar caused by the stroke, relieves
the connection of much of the strain which
a non-elastic connection would permit, and
thus dprolongs the life of the apparatus.
The double swivel joint, which permits all
the parts to rotate upon their longitudinal
-aXis.prevents an{etwisti of the cord or of
the elastic, and t
with special reference to the ball, permits
.some strokes such as the lofting stroke to be

80

88

20

95

100

106

same facility of rotation, -
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practiced, which could not he easily done
without a free rotary motion being allowed
to the ball. ' '

I do not limit myself to the precise con-
struction and arrangement herein described
and shown in the drawing.

What I claim is:

1. In an apparatus of the class described,
a stake having an enlarged head, a ring
loosely embracing the stake below the head,
a bar 3 having a swivel connection with the
ring, a ring 4 swiveled on the bar 3, a clevis
6, an adjustable and flexible connection' be-
tween the clevis 6 and ring 4, a piece of
elastic webbing 7, leather loops secured to
each end thereof one of which is connected
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to the clevis 6, a clevis 9 connected to the
other loop, a ball and an eyebolt secured
therein and connected with the clevis 9.

2. In an apparatus for golf practice, the 20
combination with a stake, a ball, and a flexi-
ble connection between them, of a ball-su
port or tee adapted to be detachably secured
to-said connection,

In testimony whereof I have affixed my 25
signature in presence of two witnesses this
22nd day of March 1907.

ALMERIN R. SPRAGUE.

Witnesses:
CLara Griaes,
" R. L. Suinw.



