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To all who?, it may concer?: 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER GYLFE, of 

South Bend, in the county of Pacific and State 
of Washington, have invented a new and Im 

5 proved Musical Instrument, of which the fol 
lowing is a full, clear, and exact description. 
The invention relates to stringed musical 

instruments, such as violins, guitars, &c.; and 
its object is to provide a new and improved 

Io musical instrument which is simple and du 
rable in construction and arranged to produce 
a full, SWeet, and soft tone when played. 
The invention consists of certain parts and 

details and combinations of the same, as will 
15 be hereinafter described, and then pointed out 

in the claim. 
Reference is to be had to the accompanying 

drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar letters of reference indicate 

2O corresponding parts in all the figures. 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improve 

ment with parts in section, Fig. 2 is an in 
verted plan view of the sounding-board; and 
Fig. 3 is a side elevation, with parts in sec 

25 tion, of a modified form of the improvement. 
The improved musical instrument is pro 

vided with a sounding-board A, located in the 
body part B of the instrument between the 
belly C and the back D, the edges of the said 

3o sounding-board conforming to the configura 
tion of the sides E of the body part and se 
cured thereto. The sounding-board A is pref 
erably provided with a transverse strength 
ing-rib C. on its under side. The neck, head, 

35 strings, bridge, and tail-piece of the instru 
ment are the same as in those of ordinary 

construction. When the sounding-board. A 
is made solid, as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, then 
both the belly Cand the back D are provided 
with the usual S-shaped sounding-holes F 
and G, respectively; but, if desired, sounding 
holes H may be formed in the sounding-board 
A, as shown in full lines in Fig. 3 and in dot 
ted lines in Fig. 2. In the latter case the 
sounding-holes G in the back D are omitted 45 
and only those in the belly C are retained. 
By placing such a sounding-board A into the 
body part of the instrument the sound of the 
instrument is greatly increased and at the 
same time is sweeter and softer when the in 
strument is played. 
Sounding - posts I connect the sounding 

board A with the belly C, and like posts l' 
extend from the back D to the sounding 
board, as plainly shown in the drawings. 
Having thus fully described my invention, 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent 
In a musical instrument of the class de 

scribed, the combination there with of the 
sounding-board A, provided with the trans 
verse strengthening-riba, and the sounding 
holes H and arranged between the belly and 
back of the instrument and attached at its 
edges to the sides thereof, and the Sounding 
posts I I' between the said board and the 
belly and back of the instrument, substan 
tially as shown and described. 
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Witnesses: 
G. KIVILEY, 
N. O. EKLUND. 


