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To all whom it may concern ... 
Beit known that I, OTHo M. OTTE, citi zen of the United States, residing at the city 

of Jamestown, in the county of Chautauqua 
and State of New York, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Fold 
ing Tables, of which the following, taken 
in connection with the accompanying draw ings, is a specification. . 
The invention relates to folding tables; 

and the improvement consists in providing 
a simple top or tray, suitable for hospital 
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for attachment and removal of said legs 

and similaruses, with bent spring rod legs. 
which are hinged to the under side of said 
top or tray by means of holding clips or 
hinging bracket pieces which are so shaped 
as to receive said spring legs into and out 
of hinging and latching engagement 
for holding said legs in the set-up andfold 
ing positions, the integral resilience of said 
legs providing the expanding or contracting 
holding force within said hinging and latch 
ing clips or brackets; and the invention con 
sists in the novel features and combinations 
hereinafter set forth and claimed. 
In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective 

view of the table in the set-up position show 
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ing the preferred form of top or tray and 
of the spring legs. Fig. 2 is a perspective 
view of the under side of the folding table showing the simple form of latching and 
hinging brackets at one end and the more 
elaborate and stronger form of brackets at 
the other, with the folding legs supported in 
different positions by said brackets. Fig. 3 
is a perspective view of a front corner of the 
top showing the tubular end of the front roll 
with the round headed closure plug therein. 40 
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Fig. 4 is a perspective view of one of the 
preferred forms of spring legs removed from 
the hinging brackets on the table top. Fig. 
5 is an edgewise elevation of one of the sim 
ple or skeleton forms of hinging clips which 
is attached to the under side of the top or tray preferably by spot welding, and show 
ing the end of the leg in the folded position, 
the remainder of the leg being broken away 
and the set-up position shown in dottedline. 
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Fig. 6 is a plan view of the oppositely placed 
hinging clips or brackets on the under side of the top, with portions of the spring leg 
in dotted and solid outline to show the move 
ment of the same from the set up to the folded position. Fig. 7 shows a perspective 
view of the simple or skeleton form of one 
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of the locking and hinging clips or brackets; 
and Fig. S is a perspective view of the inner portion of one of said holding clips showing 
the upturned locking point and latch for the 
spring leg; and Fig. 9 is a perspective view 
of a slight change of the simpler form of 
hinging andlocking bracket for the spring 
legs which gives a larger and stronger weld 
ing attachment to the top. 
Like characters of reference refer to cor responding parts in the several views. 
The numeral 10 designates the top or tray 

which is preferably made of sheet metal of 
sufficient weight and in the tray or guarded 
form so that it may be enameled, preferably 
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with hard or vitreous coatings to render the 
same hygienic. One of the simple forms of 
said top is shown having an upwardly ex 
tending guard rail 11 around three sides and 
a downwardly extending cylindrical roll 12 
across the open front edge of the same. The 

, roll 12 has a round headed closure plug 13 
in each end to finish the same. 
The top 10 is usually provided with four 

legs 14 which are bent in any desired de 
sign from a metallic rod, preferably of 
Spring metal, so that the leg 14 will of its 
own resilience spring into and out of suit 
able holding clips or hinge brackets. These 
holding clips may be arranged so as to hold 
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the legs 14 rigidly yet removably in the set up position. 
made in the U-shape with oppositely turned 
ends 15 so as to engage beneath said holding 
brackets. They would serve a good purpose 
in thus being made removable without hing 
ing to fold the same but are preferably made 
foldable so that all that is necessary to fold 
the same from the set-up position is to com 
press or expand the two arms of the pref 
erably U-shaped leg thereby releasing said 
spring legs from the holding notches and permitting the folding of the leg against the 
underside of the top 10, the spring of the 

The legs 14 are preferably 
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00 
leg holding the same in both the folded and set up positions. 
In order to so hinge the upper ends 15 of 

the leg 14 they are preferably turned out 
ward as shown in Fig. 4 so that the two por 
tions of the spring leg will lock between 
holding clips or brackets 16 and 17 which 
are shaped nearly alike except that they are 
rights and lefts, there only being a slight 
difference in the shape of the latching pro 
jection so as to better control the spring legs 
in springing them into holding engagement 
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with the clips or hinging brackets 16 and 17 
in turning from the folded to the set up position. 
Each of the clips 16 and 17 in their simple 

form as provided for the lighter tables are 
provided with a raised portion 18, and open 
ended slot 19 extending up into the raised 
ortion 18 sufficiently to permit the angular 
eg end 15 of the leg 14 to extend into the 
slot 19 from the inner side. The side 20 of 
the raised portion 18 is made at an inclined 
angle so that when the spring leg 14 is 
turned to the folded position it will lock 
ingly hold in said folded position beneath 
the incline 20 of the clips 16 and 17. The 
slot 19 permits the end 15 to hingingly 
spring thereinto so that it may be turned 
from the folded to the set up positions or 
the reverse, a preferably V-shaped notch 21 
being provided in the raised portion 18 at 
one side into which the leg 14 springs and 
resiliently holds one arm of said leg 14, the 
other arm being held in the similar notch 21 
in the opposite clip; thus the two clips 16 
and 17 firmly hold the resilient leg 14 in 
either the folded or set up position. The 
projections 22 and 23 are made slightly dif 
ferent on clips 16 and 1, the projection 22 
not being used as the riding or leading edge 
for the leg 14 on that side, while the pro 
jection 23 is more rounded and the outer 
edge is flanged upward slightly so as to form 
a convenient surface for leading the spring 
arm of the leg into the notch 21, thus when 
the leg 14 is raised from the folded posi 
tion the arm of said leg which engages in 
the notch 21 in the clip 16 is first inserted 
and the opposite arm naturally follows as 
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clip shown in Figs. 6-8 is 

it is pressed around the turned up or cam 
shaped point 23. Both the clips 16 and 17 
are attached to the under side of the top 
preferably by spot welding through the at 
taching lugs 24. 
A slight change of the simpler form of 

shown in Fig. 9, 
in which the slot 19 and notch 21 with latch 
ing projection is made substantially the 
same. The attaching or welding part of the 
clip or bracket is closed and braced to give a larger welding surface which is particu 
larly useful in large tables where strongly 
attached clips are used. fellowefend or feet 30 of the legs 14 
are preferably turned to one side to both 
give a larger and firmer supporting surface 
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and provide a sidewise hand grip for operat 
ing and controlling said legs in raising them 
from the folding position against the under 
side of the top 10 or replacing them in said 
folded position. 
I claim as new :- 
1. In a folding table, a top, legs for the 

top having out-turned inner ends, and sheet 
metal clips for each leg having attaching 
portions and having the part between its 
ends extended inwardly on one side at an 
incline, then approximately parallel to the 
attaching portions and connected at its op 
posite side to the adjacent attaching por 
tions, the last named side being cut-away to 
leave the adjacent edge of the parallel part 
exposed, said edge being cut-away to form 
a socket for receiving the side of the leg, the 
inclined side being also cut-away to receive 
the out-turned end of the leg. 

2. In a folding table, a top, resilient legs 
having substantially right angular ends, and 
sheet metal clips each having a pair of 
spaced attaching lugs at one end and a body 
having an inclined part extending inwardly 
from the inner ends of the lugs, said inclined 
part having an aperture alined with the 
space between the lugs and being extended 
outwardly and approximately parallel to the 
top and having a free edge formed with a 
notch, said apertures and the spaces between 
the lugs being formed to receive the right 
angular ends of the legs and the notches 
being formed to have the leg sides snap 
thereinto. . . 

8. In a folding table, a top, resilient legs 
having substantially right angular ends, and 
sheet metal clips each having a pair of 
spaced attaching portions and a bowed por 
tion which latter is connected on one side to 
the inner end of each of said attaching por 
tion and has an aperture on said side regis 
tering with the space between the attaching 
portions to receive the right angular leg 
ends and having the opposite side of its 
bowed portion formed with a free edge pro 
vided with a notch to receive the side of 
the leg. Y 
In testimony whereof I have affixed my 

signature in the presence of two witnesses. 
OTHOM, OTTE. 

Witnesses: 
H. A. SANDBERG, 
I. E. NoRDSTRoM. 
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