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To ail whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, CHARLES F. RUTTMAN,
a citizen of the United States, residing at Val-
paraiso, in the county of Sanders and State of
Nebraska, have invented a new and useful
‘Wire-Stretcher for Corner-Posts, of which the
following is a specification.

The invention relates to improvements in
wire-stretchers.

The object of the present invention is to
improve the construction of wire-stretchers
and to provide a simple and inexpensive one,
designed to be mounted on a corner-post, and
capable of enabling the slack of wires to be
readily taken up at any time.

The invention consists in the construction
and novel combination and arrangement of
parts, hereinafter fully described, illustrated
in the accompanying drawings, and pointed
out in the claim hereto appended.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of a corner-post provided with wire-
stretchers construected in accordance with
this invention. Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional
view of the same. Fig. 3 is a horizontal sec-
tional view. Fig. 4 is a detail perspective
view of one of the wire-stretchers.

Like numerals of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the figures of the draw-
ings. :

1designatesaround corner-post, preferably
constructed of tubular metal and having
mounted on it a vertical series of tubular or
cylindrical wire-stretchers 2, to which are
connected fence-wires 3, and which are adapt-
ed to be rotated by a wrench to stretech the
fenee-wires to the desired tension.

The series of wire-stretchers are supported
by a horizontal pin 4 or other suitable fas-
tening device, which passes through the post
and projects beyond the sameand has resting
upon it the lowermost one of a series of wire-
stretchers. FEach wire-stretcher is provided
with a cylindrical portion or sleeve 5 and a
rectangular or polygonal portion 6, arranged
at the bottom of the cylindrical portion or
sleeve 5 and projecting outward beyond the
same and adapted to receive a wrench or
other suitable tool for rotating the wire-
stretcher.

The cylindrical portion or sleeve isadapted
to operate ag a drum and to have the fence-

wire wrapped around it by rotating the wire-
stretcher, and it is provided at its upper edge
with a series of vertical slots or recesses 7,
any pair of which is adapted to receive a lock-
ing-pin 8. The locking-pin 8 passes through
the post and is adapted to project therefrom
and engage two diametrically-oppositely-dis-
posed slots or recesses 7. Affer the wire-
stretcher has been rotated to produce the de-
sired tension of the fence-wire, the locking-
pin is placed in position.

The wire-stretcher is adapted to receive
smooth or barb wire, and it is provided on
the upper face of the projecting polygonal
portion or wrench-seat with a substantially
triangularlug 9, having an inner curved edge
arranged parallel with the adjacent portion
of the periphery or outer face of the cylindri-
cal portion or sleeve 5. The space between
the lug and the cylindrical portion or sleeve
5 is sufficient to receive a fence-wire, and the
latter is locked or held fast by being provided
with a erimp 10 of a greater size than the
width of the space between the lug 9 and the
sleeve 5. In case barb-wire is employed, a
barb or point may operate as a stop, if it is
sufficiently strong, and after the wire is at-
tached to the wire-stretcher it may be wound
around the cylindrical portion or sleeve &
from the polygonal portion to the slots or re-
cesses 7.

The post 1 is supported by suitable braces
11, and in order to prevent any liability of
the post turning or twisting under the action
of the wire-stretchers, the latter may be al-
ternately rotated in opposite directions.

It will be seen that the wire-stretchers are
adapted to be arranged in a vertical series on
a fence-post, and that in such an arrangement
one will support another, and by having the
series of notches 7 at the upper edge of the
tubular portion of the wire-stretcher, the lat-
ter may be readily interlocked with the fas-
tening device bysliding it upward in engage-
ment with the same, and it may be readily
disengaged by dropping it slightly.

Changes in the form, proportion, and the
minor details of construction may beresorted
to without departing from the principle or
sacrificing any of the advantages of this in-
vention. :
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The combination with a round post, of a
vertical series of wire-stretchers arranged on
the post and supporting one another, and each
consisting of the eylindrical portion provided
at its upper edge with notehes or openings
arranged at intervals, a polygonal wrench-
receiving portion located at the bottom of the
eylindrical portion and forming a wrench-seat
and providing a wire-receiving ledge, and a
lug mounted on the upper face of the polyg-
onal portion at the wire-receiving ledge and
Tformed integral with the same and having an
inner eurved face arranged parallel with the

cylindrical portion of the wire-stretcher and

forming a wire-receiving space, fastening de- 1

vices for engaging the notches or openings,
and means for supporting the lower wire-
stretcher of the series, substantially as de-
seribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereto affixed my signature in
the presence of two witnesses.

CITARLES T. RUTTMAN.

Witnesses:

IIENRY IVES,
B. F. SMrmm.




