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Box I Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of Item 1 of first sheet)

This international report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

1. I:] Claim Nos.:

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2. }x‘ Claim Nos.:
because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to
such an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: '
the claim is a multiple dependent claim that does not refer to previous claims in the alternative

3. & Claim Nos.: 34 ‘
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule
6.4(a).

BoxII Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of Item 2 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found mmultiple inventions in this international application, as follows:
Please See Continuation Sheet

1. D As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all
searchable claims.

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite
payment of any additional fee.

3. D As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search

report covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. }X‘ No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report
is restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 1, 3-8, 12, 1422, SEQ ID
NOs: 22 and 25

Remark on Protest l:] The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest.
D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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BOX II. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must
be paid. ‘

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for ail inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must
be paid.

Groups 1-111, claim(s) 1-12 and 14-22, all in part, drawn to products 1-111, an isolated mcleic acid molecule encoding a plant RNA
binding protein comprising the RNA recognition motif of SEQ ID NO: 22, 23, or 24, and further comprises one or more sequences
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOs: 25-30, a vector comprising said isolated nucleic acid molecule, a plant cell or plant
comprising said vector, and a protein produced by the expression of said nucleic acid molecule. The nucleic acid molecule of Group I
encodes the RNA recognition motif of SEQ ID NO: 22 and further comprises SEQ ID NO: 25. The nucleic acid molecule of Groups
2-111 each encode a plant RNA binding protein comprising a different combination of one of SEQ ID NOs: 22-24 and one or more of
SEQ ID NOs: 25-30.

Groups 112-124, claims(s) 13 and 23, both in part, drawn to products 112-124, an isolated nucleic acid molecule selected from SEQ
ID NOs: 1,3, 4,6, 7,9, 10, 12, 13, 14, 16, 18, or 20, and its encoded protein. Groups 112-124 each are drawn to one of the
aforementioned mucleic acid molecules and its encoded protein.

Group 125, claim(s) 24, drawn to product 125, an antibody.

Group 126, claim(s) 25-28, drawn to product 126, an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding a plant RNA binding protein

comprising SEQ ID NO: 31 and SEQ ID NO: 33.
f

Group 127 claim(s) 25-28, drawn to product 127, an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding a plant RNA binding protein comprising

SEQ ID NO: 31 and SEQ ID NO: 34,

Group 128, claim(s) 25-28, drawn to product 128, an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding a plant RNA binding protein
comprising SEQ ID NO: 32 and SEQ ID NO: 33.

Group 129, claim(s) 25-28, drawn to product 129, an isolated nucleic acid molecule encoding a plant RNA binding protein
comprising SEQ ID NO: 32 and SEQ ID NO: 34.

Group 130, claim(s) 29, 30, drawn to product 130, a geneticai'y -1r2red plant having altered response to ABA, comprising an ABA-
mediated phosphorylation-regulated RNA binding protein that i+ ubstantially non-functional or absent, wherein said plant is produced
by mutagenesis and selection. '

Group 131, claim(s) 29, 31-33, drawn to product 131, a ger.tically altered plant having altered response to ABA, comprising an
ABA-mediated phosphorylation-regulated RNA binding protein that is substantially non-functional or absent, wherein said plant is
produced by introducing into a plant cell a transgene that results in the plant cell's ABA-mediated phosphorylation-regulated RNA
binding protein becoming substantially non-functional or absent, and regenerating a plant from said cell.

Group 132, claim(s) 35, 36, drawn to product 132, a genetically altered plant having altered response to ABA, comprising an ABA-
mediated phosphorylation-regulated RNA binding protein that is increased in amount or activity.

Group 133, claim(s) 37-40, drawn to a first method, for improving a plant's ABA-regulated response to a stressor, comprising
altering the amount or activity of one or more phosphorylation-regulated RNA binding proteins in the plant.

Group 134, claim(s) 37-40, drawn to a second method, for improving a plant's ABA-regulated response to a stressor, comprising
altering the amount or activity of an ABA-activated protein kinase with respect to a phosphorylation-regulated RNA binding protein.
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Group 135, claim(s) 37-40, drawn to third method, for improving a plant's ABA-regulated response to a stressor, comprising altering
a gene sequence encoding a transcript such that the transcript will be bound with altered affinity by a phosphorylation-regulated RNA
binding protein upon phosphorylation.

Group 136, claim(s) 41, drawn to a fourth method, to alter the expression or activity of a stress-related protein in a plant, comprising
—~ - | -gltering the-amount or-activity of a phosphorylation-regulated RNA binding protein. —— - —~ - - -~ e

Group 137, claim(s) 42-44, drawn to a fifth method, to alter ABA sensitivity in a plant, comprising increasing an amount or activity
of ABA-mediated phosphorylation-regulated RNA binding protein.

Group 138, claim(s) 45-57, drawn to product 133, an isolate plant protein having RNA binding properties.

The inventions listed as Groups 1-138 do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT
Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: The sequence combination of
SEQ ID NOs: 22 and 25 of Group 1 is a special technical feature that is not shared with any of the other groups. The alternative
sequence combinations of Groups 1-111 have structures that are distinct from each other, and do not share a special technical feature.
The structure of the nucleic acid molecules of Groups 1-111 are also not shared with the nucleic acid molecules of Groups 112-124,
each of which also have structures that are distinct from each other. The nucleic acid sequences of Groups 1-124 each have separate
structures from the antibody of Group 125. The plant of Group 130, produced by mmitagenesis, is not shared with the plants of
Groups 131 and 132. The plant of Group 131, produced by introduction of a transgene, is not shared with the plant of Group 132,
which comprises an increased amount or activity of an ABA-mediated phosphorylation-regulated RNA binding protein. The methods
of Groups 133-137 comprise different steps that are not shared with each other. The alteration of the expression or activity of a
stress-related protein of Group 136 is not shared with the methods of Groups 133-135 or 137.

Claim 34 will not be searched as it is an improper multiple dependent claim.
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