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The present invention relates broadly to 
caskets, and more particularly to metal cas 
kets and to improved means for effectively 
reinforcing and sealing the same. - 

E. At the present time considerable difficulty 
is experienced in the use of metal caskets 
in obtaining a structure insuring a tight 
joint both between the glass and the inner 
cover of the casket, and between the inner 

} is cover and the main body of the casket. The 
present invention provides an improved 
structure whereby th: 
tively and easily obtained 

these results are effec 
In the accompanying drawings there is 

is shown, for purposes of illustration only, a 
preferred embodiment of the present inven 
tion, it being understood that the drawings 
do not define the limits of my invention as 
changes in the construction and operation 

29 therein disclosed may be made without de 
parting either from the spirit of the inven 
tion or the scope of my broader claims. . . 

In the drawings:- . . . . . . . . 
Figure 1 is a transverse sectional view 

25 through a portion of a metal casket con 
structed in accordance with the present in 
vention; . . . . . . . . 

Figure 2 is a top plan view of a portion of 
one of the clamps, the clamping Screw be 

30 ing removed therefrom, and 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of one of 

the reinforcing brackets for the glass car 
ried by the inner cover. - . 

In carrying out the present invention, 
35 strips of suitable metal are formed in such 

manner as to provide upstanding edges. 2, 
forming the sides and ends of the casket. 
The upper edges of the sides and ends are 
then preferably bowed outwardly to pro 
vide a bead 3 and then inwardly to provide 
a shoulder 4 for the outer cover. The in 
ner edge of this shoulder is then bent down 
Wardly and inwardly to form a sealing 
ledge 5, both the shoulder and the sealing 

is ledge preferably being of considerable 
width and substantially flat. 
Secured to the under side of the shoulder 

4 is either a reinforcing strip 6 or a plu 
rality of blocks of metal adapted to pro 
vide sufficient thickness to permit threading 
for the reception of the threaded portion 7 
of a clamp 8 having a horizontal projec 
tion 9, carrying the clamping screw 10. By 
reason of the threaded portion 7, it will be 
understood that the clamp may be swung 

into any desired position, as may be re 
quired, and also adjusted vertically to the 
desired point. For reinforcing the ledge 5, 
there is provided a continuous brace 1i for 
both the sides and ends, which brace is se 
cured at its lower edge to the body of the 
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casket below the bead 3 and at its upper 
edge to the under side of the ledge. 5. This 
brace at its upper edge is preferably bent 
inwardly and downwardly for further stiff 
ening the same and to provide a recess for 
the reception of a tacking strip 12 for hold 
ing the material with which the casket is 
lined. . . . . . 
The inner cover comprises a strip of ma 

terial 13 preferably having its ends joined 
to form a continuous substantially rectan 

G 

gular body of the required size. The inter 
mediate portion of the strip extends angular 
ly as indicated in the drawing, and is provid 
ed with a reinforcing inwardly extending 
corrugation 14. The lower edge of the strip 
18 is benthorizontally and then downward 

5 

ly, the horizontal portion having a width 
which roughly approximates the width of 
the ledge 5. The upper edge of this strip 
is bent inwardly at a slight angle: to the 
horizontal and thence downwardly at an ob 
tuse angle to form a pocket for the reception 
of a packing medium 15. This packing 
medium preferably comprises uncured rub 
ber which will contact with the glass 16 to form a tight joint therewith, the glass being 
further sealed in position by a soft lead cof 

... . . . . . . 90. 
For further reinforcing the strip 13 and 

ner-piece 17. 

providing, additional support for the glass 
16, there is provided an angular brace 18, 
which may be secured at its upper edge to 
the strip 
strip 
length of this reinforcing brace, there may 

13 and at its lower edge to the 
13. At Suitable points throughout the 

95. 

be Welded reinforcing brackets 19 of the con 
struction indicated in Figure 3, adapted to 
project under a considerable portion of the 
holding the lead strip in position. 
The horizontally extending portion of 

the strip. 13 has secured to its under side an 
angle piece 20, adapted to form a channel 1 

100 
edge of the glass, and support the same while 

for the reception of a packing 21, which 
packing is preferably of cured rubber adapt 
ed to engage the flat upper surface of the 
sealing ledge 5. - . . . 
After the inner cover has been placed in 110 
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position on the casket with the sealing rub 
ber 21 continuously in contact with the 
ledge 5, the clamps 8 are swung to bring the 
horizontal projections 9 over the channel 

5 containing the rubber 21. Thereafter, the clainping screws IO are screwed downwardly 
to tightly compress this rubber and form a 
tight seal for the inner cover, the width of 
the ledge 5 insuring a tight joint at this 
point. - - - - - - 

vented by the provision of the brace 11 
which directly supports the same and takes 
the pressure of the clamping screws 10 of 

. The outer covern 
the respective clamps. 

be of any desired 
construction, but preferably comprises a 
peripherally extending portion 22 having a 
broad supporting surface 23, adapted to en 
gage the shoulder 4 and having an inwardly 
extending upper portion 24 to receive the 
top 25. Preferably, the piece 22 is shaped 
to receive a reinforcing and tacking strip 
26, for the lining, which is normally placed 
within the outer cover. 

... The advantages of the present invention 
arise from the provision of a metal casket 
construction of such nature that an efficient 
seal may be easily produced not only be 
tween the inher cover and the glass, but 
also between the inner cover and the body 
of the casket. 

I claim:- - 
1. In a casket, a metallic body having its 

upper edge bent inwardly to provide a seal 
ing ledge, a brace directly supporting said 
ledge, said brace being secured to the body 
and forming a chamber between the same 
and said body, a cover having a sealing 
means engaging said ledge, and means ex 
tending into said chamber for compressing 
said sealing means into Sealing engagement 
with the ledge, said sealing means also seal 
ing said chamber from communication with 
the interior of the casket, substantially as 
described. 

2. In a casket, a metallic body having its 
upper edge bent inwardly to provide a seal 
ing ledge, a brace directly supporting said . 

Distortion of the ledge 5 is pre 
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ledge, said brace being secured to the body. 
and forming a chamber between the same 5 
and said body, a cover having an inverted 
channel, a body of sealing material in said 
channel for cooperation with said ledge, and 
means extending into said chamber for com 
pressing said sealing means into sealing en S. 

gagement with the ledge, said sealing means 
tion with the interior of said casket, sub 
stantially as described. 

3. In a casket, a metallic body having its 

directly stipporting said ledge, a cover hav 
ing Sealing means engaging said ledge, a 
clamp movable into and out of position over 
lying said cover for compressing said seal 
ing means into Sealing engagement with the 
ledge, and a clamping screw carried by said charap and engaging said cover, substantially gaging rvivorov via is as described. 

4. In a casket, 

yielding material within said frame, a glass 
body engaging said yielding material, a lead 
corner strip embracing the edges of the glass 
body; and a portion of the glass adjacent 
Said edges, and bracing means for said lead 
Corner strip directly engaging the body of 
lead, said corner strip forming a yielding 
support between the glass and the bracing 
means, substantially as described. 

5. In a casket, an inner cover comprising 
a metallic Supporting frame, a body of run 
cured rubber within said frame, a glass body 
engaging said rubber, a lead corner strip 
embracing the edges of the glass and a por 
tion of the glass adjacent said edges, and 
bracing means for said cover cooperating 
with said frame and said corner strip re 
spectively, said corner strip forming a yield 
ing contact between the bracing means and 
the glass, substantially, as described. - 

In testimony whereof I have hereunto 
set my hand. . . 

FRANK W. SALISBURY. 

also sealing said chamber from communica. 
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upper edge bent inwardly to provide a seal 
ing ledge, a brace secured to the body and 
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- - an inner cover comprising 

Ét metallic supporting frame, a body of 
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