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This invention relates to a mailbox which will have an 
appearance similar to mailboxes which are now in use. 
One of the objects of this invention is to provide a mail 

box which will be so arranged that if used in its intended 
manner will assist the assorting of mail for its distribu 
tion. 

Another object of this invention is to provide a mailbox 
which will have a plurality of different bins or compart 
ments into which different types of mail or mail for dif 
ferent classifications may be placed by the patron of the 
mail service so as to enable the mail room at the Post 
Office to more easily and quickly cancel and sort the mail 
which is deposited. 

Another object of the invention is to cause a letter 
which is deposited in the mailbox with the address face 
up to remain in this position as it settles into its final rest 
ing place in the box, thus enabling quicker cancellations 
and less turning of the mail for this purpose. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a simple 

and practical box which may be easily operated by the 
user and also easily operated by the collector of the mails. 
With these and other objects in view, the invention con 

sists of certain novel features of construction as will be 
more fully described and particularly pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

In the accompanying drawings: 
FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the mailbox of this in 

vention; 
FIG. 2 is a front elevation thereof; 
FIG. 3 is a central sectional view; and 
FIG. 4 is a sectional view on line 4-4 of FIG. 3. 
In proceeding with this invention, I have provided a 

mailbox which is divided into bins for different character 
istics of the mail such, for instance, as the following five: 
(1) out-of-town shorts, (2) out-of-town longs, (3) air 
mail, special delivery and post cards, (4) local shorts and 
(5) local longs, with a slot leading into each of these bins 
and with a further compartment for the reception of par 
cels which will not pass through the slots such as are 
commonly referred to as flats or bundles or small pack 
ages. Appropriate labels or markings appear on slots or 
openings to each of these bins or compartments for in 
struction of the public in depositing the mail in order to 
obtain their cooperation. Other convenient features are 
also provided in connection with the arrangement of the 
mailbox. 
With reference to the drawings, the mailbox provides 

a container designated generally 9 which will have a plu 
rality of walls in generally rectangular relation. Thus, 
there is a top wall 10 and a bottom wall 11, side walls 
12 and 13, a front wall 14 and a back wall 15. These 
walls are generally in fixed relation although the back 
wall 15 is provided with a door section 16 hinged as at 
17 which may be swung open outwardly as shown at 16 
in FIG. 3 so as to provide access to the enclosed container. 

I have divided the front lower part of the container into 
a plurality of bins 18, 19, 20, 21 and 22 by the provision 
of dividing partitions 23, 24, 25 and 26 which extend from 
the front wall A4 rearwardly a part of the distance toward 
the back wall 15, and these partitions are closed at their 
rear ends by a back partition or second wall 27 which is 
hinged to the side walls 12 and 3 as at 28 and 29 so as 
to permit this back partition to swing about this pivot 
from the position shown in full lines in FIG. 3 to the posi 
tion shown in dotted lines and designated 27' in FIG. 3, 
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thus affording access to these bins when the door 16 is 
opened and the back partition 27 is swung to the dotted 
line position shown in FIG. 3. 

In order that letters may be deposited in each of these 
bins, there is a slot registering with each of the bins as 
shown at 30, 31, 32, 33 and 34 as seen in FIG. 2 in dotted 
lines and in FIG. 4. These slots are in the front wall 14 
and at a location close to the inclined top edge 35 of the 
partition walls. A tubular guide 36 is also located to reg 
ister with each of these slots and is inclined downwardly 
such as may be best seen in FIG. 3. The guide extends 
part way toward the back partition 27 and on to an extent 
sufficiently so that when a letter is passed through a slot 
such as 32, it will slide along this inclined tubular guide 
36 and by its movement and momentum will normally hit 
the back partition 27. However, at the location where 
such letter would hit such back partition, I have provided 
a pad 37 which will be of resilient rubber or synthetic 
rubber material so that as the letter hits this pad, it will 
re-bound from the paid and then settle to the bottom of 
the bin with the same face up that was up when the letter 
was passed through the slot 32 and down the inclined 
guide 36. This pad 37 is arranged so that it will have a 
plurality of generally flat surfaces 38, 39, and 40 each of 
which will extend at substantially right angles to the direc 
tion of movement of the letter through the guide 36 so 
that the letter will be directed generally upwardly along 
a path parallel to that at which it moves into engagement 
with this pad. After this engagement with the pad, the 
letter settles into the bin in which it is deposited with the 
same face up as the face that was up when it passed 
through the slot. 

In order that the mail deposited in the different bins 
may be quickly removed from the mailbox, the plurality 
of bins may be removed as a unit by dividing the parti 
tions 23 to 26 into two parts such as 25' and 25' as seen 
in FIG. 3 and providing a bottom 65 extending the width 
of the container across all of the bins and with front and 
rear walls 66 and 67 similarly extending. Thus, there 
will be a removable unit formed in the lower half of the 
bins which may be interchanged with an empty removable 
unit in the collection of the mail from the container. 

In order to keep rain or snow out of the slots 30 to 34 
inclusive, a cover 41 is provided hinged as at 42 so as to 
cover the outer surface of the front wall 14 at the loca 
tion of the slots 30 to 34. Also a shield 43 will assist in 
preventing any rain or snow from entering the top edge 
of this cover. In order for the depositor of mail to re 
move this cover, a lever 44 is provided hinged as at 45 
beneath the container 9, and a rod link 46 connects this 
lever with the cover 4 so that as it is pressed downwardly 
by pressure of the foot as at 47, this cover will open. A 
spring 48 will return the lever and cover when pressure 
of the foot is released. 
The location of the back partition 27 also provides 

back of the bins 18 to 22 a compartment 50 which may 
be utilized for the deposit of packages, flats and the like 
which will not pass through the slots 30 to 34. Access 
to this compartment is through an opening 51 in the front 
wall 14, and an L-shaped conveyor 52 is pivoted as at 53 
and provided with a shelf 54 and upstanding guard 55 
with handle 56 so that when the handle 56 is grasped to 
swing the conveyor forwardly as shown in dotted lines 
at 52, a package may be placed in this conveyor, and then 
when released, the conveyor will swing back to the posi 
tion shown in full lines in FIG. 3 and against the stop 57 
and the package will slide along the shelf 54 into the 
compartment 50. The fixed guard 58 is located so that a 
person cannot reach into the box when the conveyor is 
swung to a position intermediate the full and dotted line 
positions shown in FIG. 3. 
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A rack 68 for holding narrow paper bands is located 
just inside the opening. 51, and these bands are accessible 
when the conveyor is open as shown at 52 in FIG. 3 to 
be used for bundling together articles of mail in some 
instances. . 

Leveling feet 60 threaded as at 61 may be provided for 
each of the legs 62 in order that the box may be positioned 
on some surface which is not perfectly flat. A fence 63 
may be provided about the top wall 10 so that even though 
the top wall is slightly inclined for shedding of rain, pack 
ages may be retained thereon within the fence and upon 
the top wall to free the hands for use in depositing mail 
in the container. 

I claim: 
1. A mailbox comprising a container having top and 

bottom walls, side walls and front and rear walls provid 
ing an enclosure, spaced dividing partitions extending 
from the front wall toward the back wall a portion of the 
distance between them, a back partition extending across 
the end of said dividing partitions, providing a plurality 
of open top bins extending from the front wall a part of 
the way toward the back wall and a compartment be 
tween such partition and the back wall, slots in the front 
wall, one communicating with each of said bins, and 
access means through the front wall to said compartment, 
means for movably mounting said back partition relative 
to said dividing partitions for opening to the rear of the 
bins for removing letters therefrom, said back wall having 
as a part thereof a door section movable for access to 
said compartment and to said bins when said back parti 
tion is open. 

2. A mailbox as in claim wherein said back partition 
is pivotally mounted on said side walls and said door sec 
tion is pivotally mounted in said back wall. 
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4. 
3. A mailbox comprising a container having a front 

wall with a slot therein, means providing a bin in said 
container registering with said slot and having a second 
wall spaced from the front wall, means directing articles 
passed through said slot to said second wall, and a resilient 
pad on said second wall having an abutment surface at a 
location to be engaged by an article passed through said 
slot and at such an angle as to arrest an article and cause 
it to bound therefrom and settle by gravity to the bottom 
of the bin. 

4. A mailbox as in claim 3 wherein said pad presents 
a saw tooth like surface with one of the faces of the saw 
teeth presenting said abutment surface whereby the let 
ters maintain the same facing as when deposited through 
said slot. 

5. A mailbox as in claim 3 wherein said pad presents 
a face in a plane generally at right angles to a line from 
the face of the pad to said slot. 

6. A mailbox as in claim 3 wherein a guide extends 
from said slot at an incline to said front wall toward said 
pad. 

7. A mailbox as in claim 3 wherein a guide extends 
from said slot at an incline to said front wall toward said 
pad and said pad presents a face at generally right angles 
to said guide at a distance from the guide greater than the 
length of said article. 
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