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lBe it knOWIn that I, JOHN ID. NANCE, of the 

City of dluntSwille, in the county of Walker 
and State of Texas, have in wented certain new 
and useful ImprOWementSin CombimedSpring 
IRollers and Cabinet for Ledger-Index Sheets, 
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex 
act description, reference being had to the aC 
COmpanying draWingS, forming a part here0f. 
My invention relates to improvements in 

combined Spring-rollerSandCabinet.forledger 
index Sheets; and it, consistSin the mowel ar 
1rangement and combination of parts, as will 
be more fully hereimafter described and des 
ignated in the claims. 

In the draWingS, H'igure 1 is a perspectiwe 
wiew of my complete invention. F'ig. 2 is a 
werticallongitudinal Section of the Same. I'ig. 
8 is a perspectiWe wieW of one of the rollers, 
Showing the manner in Which the ledger-in 
dex Sheet iS Secured to the Same. H'ig. 4 is a 
diametrical Section of the boxing for the 
Springs which actuate the roller, and also a 
transwerSe Section of the Spring; and H'ig. 5 
is a, perspectiwe wieW of a, Stiffening - Strip, 
which is secured to the front edge of the 
ledger-index Sheets, ShOWing Said Stiffening 
strip prowided With a thuDmb-piece. '' 
The object of my invention is to construct 

a spring-roller for automatically Winding up 
ledger-index sheetS and also to construct a 
Suitable cabinet in Which Said roller may be 
properly located and mounted. 

It may be prefaced in this Connection that 
the ledger-index sheets, as well as the other 
parts of my invention, may be constructed 
of warious sizeS Without departing from the 
nature of my inWention. 

[t may be furthermore obser wed in the pre 
facing remarkS that my invention is espg|- 
cially designed for the comWenience of book 
keepers, and the cabinet in Which the Spring 
rollers and ledger-index sheetS are located 
may be fastened in any Suitable and mechan 
ical manner to the desk in front of the b00k 
keeper and thereby afford a ready reference 
to this ledger. ? 

I will further describe the utility and op 
eration of my invention in connection. With a 
mechanical description thereof. 

Referring to the drawings, 1 indicateS a cab 
inet in which the Spring-rollerS are located, 
Said cabinet being prOwided With sides 2 and 
With a frOnt face 8. ~ 

The cabinet 1 may be corastructed in any 
Suitable and mechanical manner and may 
be decorated with any desired and beautiful 
design, depending upon the mechanical skill 
and taste of the manufacturer or workman. 
IIawing giwen a general outline of the con 

Struction Of cabinet, I will mOW describe the 
cOnStruction of the Spring -- rollers and the 
manner in which the Same. are maOu mted in 
the sides 2 Of the Cabinet 1. . 

Referring to Fig. 8 for the construction of 
the Spring - rollers, 4 indicateS the spring 
roller. AS the cOnStruction of all the rollers is 
the Same, I Will confine mySelf to the specific 
description of only one of them, and as all 
the rollerS are Similarly mounted in the sides 
2 of the Cabinet 1. I Will confine myself to the 
description of the mounting of only one of 
said rollers. The r0ller 4 is pr0wided with a, 
U-shaped longitudinal receSS 5, which ex 
tends almost throughout the entire length of 
Said roller. It may be m0ted in this Connec 
tion that the roller 4 is Stamped out of any 
Suitable Sheet metal by meanS of any appr0 
priate machinery deSigned for that purpose, 
and is provided With end pieceS 6, which are 
Secured to Said roller in any Suitable and 
mechanical manner. Said end pieces or 
plateS 6 are prOWided With Suitable perfora 
tions, through Which a Shaft 8 may be in 
Serted. The end pieceS 6 and consequently 
the roller 4 are rigidly mounted on said sh:aft; 
8. The Shaft 8 projectS beyond the ends op' 
face-plateS 6 and forms trunnions 9. 
IOcated On and projecting from one side of 

the longitudinal U-Shaped recess 5.. are a, 
SerieS of attenuarted h00kS 100f the construc 
tion, as illustrated in Fig. 8. 
Hawing fully deScribed the construction of 

the rollerS 4, around Which the ledger-index 
SheetS are WOund, I Will nOW describe the man 
mer in Which said rollerS are mounted in the 
SideS 2 of the cabinet 1. It may be moted that, 
the sides 2 of the cabinet 1 are prowided with 
Suitable perforations, in Which the trunnions 
9 may be inserted, and are free to . Totate 
therein. 

I Will n0W proceed to describe the construc 
tion by Which the rollerS are actuated by 
Springs, referring tO H'igS. 1 and 4 for illus 
tration. ~ ~ 

Secured to one of the SideS 2, in any suit 
able and mechanical manner, are a, Series of 
boxeS 12, corresponding to the number of roll 
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ers, and as the construction of all the bOXeS 
are the Same, aS Well as the Springs located 
therein, I will confine myself to the construC 
tion of only one. The box 12 is provided with 
a perforation, through Which the trunnion. 9 
may paSS. 
Spring 18, 0ne end of Which is SeCured t0 Said 
box in any Suitable and mechanical manner', 
and the other end thereof likeWise Secured tO 
the trunnion 9. H'rom this construction,when 
the roller 4 is rotated in the direction 0f the 
coil of the Volute spring 18, the elasticity Of 
said spring Will automatically rotate said 
roller in an opposite.direction when left free 
to rotate. 
Hawing described the construction of the 

rollers, the manner in which the Same are 
mounted in the cabinet, and the SpringS for 
retracting the Same automatically, I Will n0W 
proceed to describe the location of Said roll 
er's relative to each other, referring tO FigS. 1 
and 2 for illustration. Referring to Said fig 
ures, it Can be readily perceived that the roll 
ers are located or mounted in the SideS 2 im 
the form of a triangulation-that is, referring 
to the top Series, they are arranged at an 
angle relative to the next loWer' or Second Sec 
tion, and the next lower or Second Section 
from the top is arranged at an angle relative 
to the third Series, and SO On throughOut. By 
this location the ledger-index Sheets mounted 
on said rollers are prewented from C0ming in 
contact and rubbing each Other. 
Hawing fully described the construction of 

the rollers, the manner in Which the Same are 
mounted, the location of the Same, and the 
Springs for automatically retracting the Same, 
I will moW proceed to describe the c0nstruc 
tion of the ledger-index Sheets, the manner im 
Which they are mounted upon the rollers, or 
rather Secured to the rollerS, and the Stiffen 
ing-StripS Secured to Said SheetS, the Same be 
ing provided With a thumb-piece for pulling 
out said sheetS for inSpection by the book 
'keeper. It may be noted in this connection 
that the front face 8 of the Cabinet is p1'O- 
wided With a Series of longitudinal slitS 14 fo1' 
the passage of the ledger-Sheets, the number 
of ledger-sheetS corresponding to the number 
of letters of the alphabet and the number of 
longitudinal slitS 14 corresponding to the 
number of ledger-sheetS. By forming slitS 
14 in the front faCe 8 Of the Cabinet a, Series 
of stripS d b c d, &c.,, are formed, correspond 
ing to the number of letters of the alphabet. 
AS the Construction of all the ledger-index 

sheets is the Same and the manner' Of Secut I'- 
ing all the SheetS to the rollerS is likewise 
the same, I will only describe the ConstruC? 
tion of one ledger-index Sheet and the man 
mer in which it is Secured to the roller 4, re 
ferring to If'ig. 8 for illustration. 

15 indicates a ledger - index Sheet. The 
Same may be made Out of any Suitable mate 
rial, Such as tracing-linen, parchment-paper', 
&c. - Said ledger-indexSheet 15 iS prOWided 

IOcated in ea.Ch bOX is a, Volute. 
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in itS rear portion. With a Series of perfora 
tionS 16, through Which the attenuated hookS 
10) may be inserted. Ifor conwenience C0nceiWe 
Said Sheet 15 to bear all the nameS that begin 
With A and to be mounted on the top roller, 
aS Seen either in H'ig. 1 or 2, and the next in 
deX-sheet bear all the names that begin With 
B and mounted Om the roller' adjacent to the 
one just referred to, and SO On throughout the 
entire series of ledger-index sheetS. It may 
be m0ted in this C0nnection that When. One 
ledger-indlex Sheet is Worn out the Same can 
be readily remowed and anothe1' mew one 
placed in lieu thereof. ~ 

I will now proceed to describe the stiffen 
ing-piece fol' the Sheets, Which I desire t0 em 
plOy in Carrying Out my invention, the Same 
being illustrated in H'ig.5. 

17 indicate:S Said Stiffening - piece, which 
consists of . tWo plates 18 0f rigid material, 
and betWeen Salid pieces 18 any flexible Sub 
Stance-Such aS T{)-may be secured in Suit 
able and mechanical manner, and Said flexi 
ble Substance 19 may be secured to the front 
pOrtion of the ledger index sheet in any suit 
able and imechanical manner. The pieces 
18 ?a1'e prOwi(led with projeC?tions or thumb|- 
pieces 20. ~ 

Ha.wing fully described my in wention, What 
I claim is- ? ~ 

1. The combination, With a casing and 
Spring-l'etracted rollers mounted therein, of 
indeX-SheetS WOund up0m Said rollers, Stiffen 
ing-bars 17, prOwided with thumb-pieces 20, 
and StripS Of flexible material Secured be 
tween Said bars and to the Outer ends Of the 
index-sheets, Substantially as described. 

2. The combination of a cabinet 1, provided 
With sides 2 and a slitted front face 8, the 
number of slitS corresponding to the number' 
of letterS Of the alphabet, a, Series of boxes 12, 
SeCured to One of Said sides 2, volute spirings 
18, located in Said boxes, One of the ends of 
the Same firmly Secured tO Said boxes, a Se 
ries of rollers corresponding to the number of 
letters of the alphabet, the same being pro 
wided with longitudinal U-shaped recesses 5, 
a SerieS Of attenuated hookS 10, Secured to 
Said rollerS and projecting from the sides of 
Said receSSeS, a Corresponding number of 
ShaftS 8, om. Which Said rollers are rigidly 
mounted, the trunnionS Of Said Shafts being 
firmly Secured to One of the ends of said wo 
lute SpringS 18, and a Series of ledger-index 
SheetS, Such aS 15, corresponding to the num 
ber of rollerS and alphabetically arranged on' 
Said rollers, beginning from the uppermost 
roller located in the cabinet 1, substantially 
aS Set forth. ~ 

. In testimony Where0f I affix my signature in 
presence of tWO WitneSSeS. 

JOHIN ID. NANCE. 
Witnesses: ~ 

'1'. C. GIBBS, 
H. B. HDAWTS. 
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