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This invention relates to new and useful im 
provements in a life-saving and sporting raft. 
More specifically, the invention proposes the 

construction of a novel foldable raft adapted to 
amuse adults and children at beaches and the like 

gular frame (). 

and which can be. provided in numbers aboard 
ship providing a novel, device for saving lives in . 
the event the ship meets with disaster while at 
Sea. . . . . 

Another object of the invention proposes to 
characterize the raft by a head section and a foot 
Section having adjacent ends pivotally connected 
together to be foldable into a superimposed posi 
tion in a manner to reduce the overall size of the 
raft to permit a number of them to be stored 
Within a minimum of space. 
A still further object of the invention proposes 

a means for locking the sections in an end aligned 
position and to provide the bottom of the sections 
With floats along the sides thereof in a manner 
to support and float the weight of one or more 
perSOnS. . , - . . . . . " 

It is another object of 
ably support the floats of the head section and to 
provide means for adjusting the position of these 
floats relative to the head section in a manner to 
vary the floated position of the raft on the surface 
of the water. . . 

Still another object of this invention proposes 
the construction of a life Saving and sporting raft 
which is simple and durable and which can be 
manufactured and sold at a reasonable cost, 
For further comprehension of the invention, 

and of the objects and advantages thereof, ref 
erence Will be had to the following description 
and accompanying drawings, and to the appended 
claims in Which the various novel features of the 
invention are more particularly set forth. 
In the accompanying drawings forming a ma 

terial part of this disclosure: . . . 
Fig.1 is a perspective view of a life saving and 

sporting raft constructed in accordance with this 
invention and in its folded condition. 

Fig. 2 is a bottom plan view of Fig.1. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the raft in its 

operative open Condition. 
Fig. 4. is a partial vertical Sectional view taken 

on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but illustrating 

a life saving and sporting raft constructed in ac 
cordance with a modification of this invention. 

Fig. 6 is an end elevational view looking in the 
direction of the line 6-6 of Fig. 5. 

Fig. 7 is a partial Vertical Sectional view taken 
On the line 7-7 of Fig. 5. 
The life saving and sporting raft, according 

this invention to mov 

O 

to this invention, includes a head section rectan 
This frame 0 is constructed of 

wood and is provided along its bottom face at the 
sides thereof with semi-cylindrical floats . 

Semi-cylindrical hollow floats 8, made of 
any suitable material such as cork or aluminum 
and of water-tight construction are attached to 
the frame to render the raft buoyant. . . 
A blanket 2 is positioned in the opening of the 

frame 0 and is held in position by means of rings 
f3 disposed between the adjacent edges of the 
frame (and the blanket 2. More specifically, 
the rings are engaged through openings in the 
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edge of the blanket 2 and through complemen 
tary aligned openings formed in the adjacent 
edges of the frame 6. Straps 4 have their outer 
edges attached to the sides of the top face of 
the frame? O and their inner edges closable by 
means of buckles. 5. The straps 4 are space 
longitudinally of the frame to. . . . . . . . . . 
A foot section rectangular frame f6 is pivotally 

attached to one end of the head section frame 
?o by hinges 7. The frame 6 is also construct 
ed of wood and is provided on its bottom face at 
the sides thereof with semi-cylindrical floats 8 
of rubber tubing, cork, aluminum or any kind of 
floating material. The hinges 7 permit the 
frame 6 to be folded to a superimposed position 
upon the head section frame to as shown in Fig. 
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1. The frame to adjacent the free end of the 
frame 6 is provided with turnably mounted 
latches f 9 engageable over the free edge of the 
frame 6 to retain the frame 6 in its folded-posi 
tion on the frame fo. . . . . . . . . 
The latches 9 may be turned to the inoperative 

position shown in Fig. 3 and then the frame Sec 
tion is may be pivoted to the end aligned posi 
tion with relation to the frame to as shown in 
Fig. 3. The frames O and 6 may be locked in 
this end aligned position by means of slidably 
mounted bolts 20 mounted upon the bottom faces 
of the floats of the frame 0 and engageable 
with complementary keepers 2 mounted on the 
bottom face of the floats 8 of the frame 6. 
The sides of the frame f 6 are formed with grip 
openings 22. As shown in Fig. 4 these grip open 
ings extend only through the frame 6 and have 
their bottom ends closed by means of the top 
faces of the floats 8. These openings 22 provide 
a recess for accommodating the bulging clamps 
of the straps f4. . . . . . v ' ' 
A small inclined block 23 is positioned adja 

cent the outer end of the frame 0 and a person 
laying on the raft is to rest his head on the in 
clined block 23. Flagpoles 24 have their bottom 
edges attached to coil springs 25 which are in 

  

  



2. 
turn mounted upon the top face of the frame O 
adjacent the outer edge thereof. Flags 26 are 
mounted on the top ends of the flag poles 24. 
The springs 25 retain the poles 24 in their normal 
vertical position shown in Fig. 3. However, when 
the frame 6 is pivoted to its Superimposed posi 
tion on the frame fo, the flag poles 24 are bent 
downwards laterally of the frame O to assume a 
pOSition between the adjacent faces of the frames 
0 and 6 and be retained in an inoperative posi 

tion thereby, see Fig. 1. 
Paddles 27 are provided for propelling the raft. 

across the surface of the Water. These paddles 
2 are Supported upon the sides of the frame 0. 
by having their handles slidably passed through 
eye members 28 mounted on the sides of the frame 
0. The bottom ends of the paddles. 27 are 

formed With slots 29 engageable with Springs: 30 
aSO mounted. Upon the Sides of the frame 0 to 
assistin supporting the paddles in an inoperative 
position extended horizontally along the sides of 
the frame: 0. The paddles 27 are removed by 
disengaging the Spring members 30 from the slots 
29 and by then disengaging the handles from the 
eye members 28. 
The manner of using the life saving and sport 

ing float is as follows: 
The frame sections 0 and S will be in the 

inoperative folded position shown in Fig. 1. To 
open the raft, the latches 9 are turned to an in 
operative position and the frame section f6 is 
pivoted to an end aligned position with the frame 
section FO. The bolts 20 are engaged with the 
keepers 2F and the sections of the raft are locked 
in their operative position. The raft is picked up 
by gripping the same with cne hand at one side 
and with the other hand at the other side thereof, 
so that the raft can be launched with the indivi 
dual prone thereon, after which the person may 
turn face up if desired and the safety belt 4 can 
be fastened across the chest and waist, while the 
person's feet are upon the float rest. When the 
frame section F6 was pivoted to its operative po 
sition the flagpoles 24 immediately snapped from 
their inoperative position extended laterally of 
the frame to to an operative position extended 
vertically of the frame 0. 
A person may then stretch out on the raft with 

his head resting on the inclined block 23. If de 
sired, the person may sit up and release the belt 
across his chest lower both feet into the water 
between the foot rest and the frame, pick up 
the paddles on both sides and row, at the same 
time allow the feet in the water to maneuver the 
floatin any desired direction. 

In the modification of the invention shown in 
Figs. 5 to 7, the construction of the raft is similar 
to that previously described except that the frame 
Section 6 has its outer corners cut away as at 
3, means being provided for adjustably mount 
ing the floats f of the frame ?o for hinge move 
ment relative to the frame and to provide a rein 
forcement for the frame section (6. 
Each float f f is mounted on the outer end of 

a pair of arms 32. These arms 32 extendinwards 
to the vicinity of the center of the frame to and 
have their inner ends attached to a rod 33 extend 
ed the length of the frame 10. The rod 33 is 
turnably supported in spaced brackets 34 mount 
ed on the bottom face of the frame O. 
The latches 9 are turnably extended through 

frame 0 and held in position by means of collars 
35 mounted on the latches 9 and which engage 
the faces of the frame 0. The bottom end of 
the latches 9 are provided with small worm pin 

2,396,148 
ions 36 which mesh with complementary worm 

5 

O 

5. 

20 

25 

pinions 3 mounted on the rods 33. Thus, when 
the latches 9 are turned the rods 33 will be 
turned through the medium of the pinions 36 
and 3. This turning of the rods 33 will raise 
and lower the floats , depending upon the di 
rection in which the latches 9 are turned. 
In WieW of the fact that the floats in this 

for. Of the invention do. Ot, maintain a fixed 
pesition the keepers 20 are: mounted on the bot 
tom face of the frame 0 and the botS 2 with 
Which the keepers 20' are engageable, are mount 
ed. On the botton face of the frame 6. In other 
respectS this form of the invention is similar to 
that previously described and like reference nu 
merals identify like parts in each of the several 
ViewS. 
The flags 24 may also be eliminated when the 

device is used for Sporting purpose and when a 
Visible means for observation is not required. 

It is to be understood that either the frame, 5 
or the frame 0, or both frames of the lifesaving 
raft may be shaped to terminate in a pointed end 
With curved walls, 
Of the two flags. 26, one is preferably, a national 

flag and the otheran S. O.S. flag used as a signal. 
The flags may also be used as sails for moving 
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the raft. 
Suitable blankets. may be provided at both 

sides of the raft. The raft may be in large and 
Small Sizes to accommodate adults as well as 
children and they may be kept at suitable local 
tions and in everyberth of ships. 
While I have illustrated and described the pre 

ferred embodiments of my invention, it is to be 
understood that I do not limit, myself to the pre 
cise constructions herein disclosed and the right 
is reserved to all changes and modifications com 
ing. Within the Scope of the invention as defined 
in the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim as new, and desire to secure by United 
States Letters Patentis: 

1... A life. Saving and sporting raft, comprising 
a head. Section rectangular frane, having. Seni 
cylindrical floats, along its sides, a foot. Section 
rectangular frame having semi-cylindrical floats 
along its sides and being hinigedly connected with 
Said head Section and movable fron an end 
aligned position to a Superimposed position, latch 
means for releasably holding saidsections in their 
end aligned positions, and a blanket secured 
acroSS the opening of said head section, said 
floats of said head section being movably mount 
ed to move down and up relative to said head 
Section, and means for adjusting said movable 
floats to various positions. 

2. A life saving and sporting raft, comprising 
a head Section rectangular frame having semi 
cylindrical floats along its sides, a foot section rec 
tangular frame having semi-cylindrical floats 
along its sides and being hingedly connected with 
said head section and movable from an end 
aligned position to a superimposed position, latch 
means for releasably holding saidsections in their 
end aligned positions, and a blanket secured 
across the opening of said head section, said floats 
of said head section being movably mounted to 
move down and up relative to said head section, 
aIld. In earlS for adjusting said nowable floats to 
Various positions, said latter means being con 
trolled by latches used for maintaining the frame 
Sections in their superimposed position. 

HARRY J. BEAN. 


