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This invention relates to improvements in 
overshoes of those types generally known as 
gaiters, galoshes and similar footwear calculated 
to exclude Water, Snow, ice and chill When worn 
during inclement Weather. 
With ordinary overshoe structures cf these 

types more or less physical force is required to 
properly enter a shoe-clad foot into place with 
in the overshoe because of the necessity of first 
showing the forward tip of the shoe into the 
covered front end of the OverShoe and SubSe 
quently forcing the heel down into place. Fur 
thermore, many structures of those types have 
overlapping flaps that are bound arouild the 
ankle to close their tops that permit seepage of 
Water and drift of Snow and Wind into the OWei 
shoe, thus defeating the full purpose of the Over 
shoe. 
An object of the instant invention is to pro 

vide an overshoe structure such as permits full 
opening of its top thus to facilitate placing as 
Well as removing a shoe-clad foot into aid from 
the overshoe. 
Another object of the invention is to afford 

an overshoe structure without any opening 
therein below its top wherefore to circumvent 
entrance of water while the top is Secured 
around the ankle. 
And further objects and advaintages of tine. 

invention appear in the following description. 
An illustrative embodiment of the invention 

is shown in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view Cf an over 
shoe in which the invention is incorporated, the 
top thereof being substantially closed; 

Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the Overshoe as 
it appears when completely closed; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom plan view of the overshoe; 
Fig. 4 is a side elevational view of the Over 

shoe as it appears when fully Opened; 
Fig. 5 is a front elevational view of the over 

shce as it appears when open; and 
Fig. 6 is a top plan view of the OWei'shoe as 

it appears when partially Open. 
The illustrative embodiment of the invention 

consists of an overshoe formed of Waterproof 
material of any suitable character and shaped 
to have a foot fitting bottom or sole , an up 
per portion 2 contiguous with the Sole, extending 
upwardly therefrom, and open at its top. The 
wall of the upper portion, when the Overshce is 
fully open, extends substantially in a vertical 
plane that conforms in cross-section with the 
general outline of the sole , thus to permit free 
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&nd in obstructed ii)sertion oi removal Gif the 
wearer's foot into or from the OWershoe. 
The upper portion 2 has formed extericitly 

CIn its Wall a reinforcement 4 the base of which 
is contiguous with the Sole and conpletely en. 
compasses the botton part of the upper por 
tion 2 and strengthens that region of the over 
shoe. he reinforcement has vertical front, 
side and rea, extensions 5, 6 and , respec 
tively, that terminate at the top of the wall and 
strengthen said upper portion 2. The rear and 
side extensiors ; and G are joined by cross 
branches 8, and at the junctures of said branches 
and side extensions 6 there preferably are 
forined corresponding enlargeinents wherefore 
to strengthen said junctures. For the sake of 
ornamentation there may be suitably formed on 
the enlargements any desired characterization 
of a living or other fanciful subject. The botton 
of the sole nay be molded or otherwise treat 
ed. So as to present similar characterizations . 
The upper portion 2, in the areas adjacent, 

each side of the front extension 5, are suitably 
made folds 2 that extend divergently upward 
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from the toe tip 3 entirely to the top of the up 
per polition 2, the folds being such as readily be 
COm2 nested back of the front extension upon 
Constriction Cf the upper portion about the ankle 
of the Wearer. 
A Securing nineans is provided for ciosing and 

holding the upper portion in closed position, 
which preferably consists of a pair of straps is 
and the inner ends of which are suitably se 
Culed to the corresponding enlargements 9, with 
their Cuter ends extending free, and one strap 
i4 is provided With a fastener 6 of any suit 
able type wherefore to connect the straps to 
gether airound the front extension and foldable 
part of the upper portion. 
In use, the Straps are first loosened sufficiently 

to allow the upper portion 2 to be opened com 
pletely to the fullest extent, thus permitting the 
Wearer to insert his foot into place in the over 
shoe readily without obstruction and With negli 
gible effort. The open top is then constricted 
about the ankle and thus held upon tightening 
the StrapS. Removal of the overshoe is likewise 
readily accomplished Without hindrance from 
friction or obstruction upon loosening the straps 
This feature of the present invention is of 

great Value to parents and teachers of young 
children as the children are enabled to person 
ally discard and don their overshoes easily with 
Out aid from the parents or teachers which or 
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dinarily is required, and relief from which duty 
is manifestly appreciable. 

Wariations from the precise construction here 
in disclosed may readily be made by exercise of 
engineering skill Without departure from the 
Spirit or scope of the invention, and the follow 
ing claims are intended to be inclusive of such 
variations. 
What I claim is: 
1. An overshoe structure having a sole, an up 

per portion Contiguous with the Sole extending 
upWardly therefrom and open at its top, the wall 
thereof, when the overshoe is fully open, ex 
tending Substantially in a vertical plane con 
forming in CrOSS-Section with the general outline 
of the sole thus to permit free and unobstructed 
insertion or removal of the wearer's foot into or 
from said overshoe, a reinforcement, the base 
of which is contiguous with the sole completely 
encompassing the bottom part of the upper por 
tion, said reinforcement having vertical front, 
side and rear extensions, that terminate at the 
top of Said Wall, and cross branches connecting 
Said Side and rear extensions, there being pro 
vided corresponding enlargements at the junc 
tures of Said side and rear extensions, areas ad 
jacent each side of said front extension having 
formed therein divergently disposed folds that 
are nested back of said front extension when 
Said upper portion is constricted, and securing 
means for closing and holding said upper por 
tion in closed position. 

2. An overshoe structure constituted of a sole, 
an upper portion contiguous With the sole hav 
ing an Open top and foldable areas wherefore to 
permit constriction thereof around the ankle, 
the Wall thereof, when the overshoe is fully open, 
extending Substantially in a vertical plane con 
forming in CrOSS-Section with the general outline 
of the Sole thus to permit free and unobstructed 
insertion or removal of the wearer's foot into 
or from Said overshoe, a reinforcement exteriorly 
disposed on the upper portion, the base of which 
encompaSSes the bottom part of the upper por 
tion adjacent said Sole, said reinforcement hav 
ing vertical extensions at the front, rear and sides 
of Said upper portion and forwardly extending 
branches connecting the rear and side exten 
Sions, enlargements at the junctures of said 
branches and Side extensions, and fastening 
Straps connected at their inner ends with the 
corresponding enlargements and provided with 
fastening means for their free ends. 

3. An Overshoe structure Constituted of a sole, 
an upper portion contiguous with the Sole hav 
ing an open top and foldable areas wherefore to 
permit constriction thereof around the ankle, the 
Wall thereof, When the overshoe is fully open, 
extending Substantially in a vertical plane con 
forming in cross-section with the general outline 
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of the Sole thus to permit free and unobstructed 
insertion or removal of the wearer's foot into or 
from Said overshoe, a reinforcement exteriorly 
disposed on the upper portion the base of which 
encompaSSes the bottom part of the upper por 
tion adjacent said sole, said reinforcement hav 
ing vertical extensions at the front, rear and 
sides of Said upper portion, and fastening means 
in connection with said reinforcement for clos 
ing and holding said upper portion constrictedly 
around the ankle. 

4. An overshoe constituted of a sole, an upper 
portion contiguous with said sole and open at 
its top, an exterior reinforcement the base of 
which encompasses the bottom part of said upper 
portion adjacent said sole and which has ver 
tical extensions at the front, rear and sides 
thereof, certain areas of said upper portion im 
mediately adjacent each side of the front ex 
tension having divergent folds made therein ex 
tending continuously from the toe of the over 
shoe entirely to the top of said upper portion 
liat are adapted to be nested back of the front 

extension upon constriction of said upper por 
tion, and means for closing and holding said 
upper portion Constrictedly around the ankle. 

5. A Waterproof overshoe having a sole and 
an upper foldable portion, an external reinforce 
ment encompassing the sole and adjacent lower 
part of Said upper portion having a front and 
rear extension thereof overlying said upper por 
tion, certain areas of said upper portion adjacent 
each side of the front extension having divergent 
folds made therein extending continuously from 
the toe of the overshoe entirely to the top there 
of adapted to be nested back of said front exten 
Sion upon Constriction of said top portion about 
the ankle, Said upper portion being so propor 
tioned that when fully extended the opening 
thereof is substantially equal to the area of the 
Sole, and means for closing and holding said 
pper portion Constrictedly around the ankle. 
6. An overshoe formed to have a sole, an 

upper portion Contiguous With the Sole, an ex 
terior reinforcement Overlying said upper por 
tion, united with said sole and provided with ver 
tical extensions spaced apart from each other, 
there being folds in Said upper portion between 
Certain Correspondingly opposite extensions, and 
means for constricting and holding said upper 
portion around the ankle. 

7. An Overshoe formed to have a sole, an up 
per portion contiguous With the sole initially of 
Substantially uniform diameter, having vertical 
reinforcements Spaced apart from each other 
and folds in the upper portion located between 
certain of the oppositely disposed reinforce 
ments, and means for constricting and holding 
the upper portion about the ankle. 
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