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This inivention relates broadly to fences and, more
particuldrly, to fences constructed of sheet material.
. The principal object of the present invention has beent
" {0 provide a fence constructed of a plurality of generally
similar sections of sheet material which may be easily
and cheaply erected and which will be strong, durable,
attractive and inexpensive.
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" Another object of the invention has been to provide

" such a fence which, when installed in place, will effec-

" tively preserve the privacy of a yard, garden, or other
enclosure from the view of passersby but which will also

“be vented to allow passage of air through the fence.

. A further object has been to provide a fence of the

" described character and construction which will include
ifieanis for supporting it.

The invention is described in detail in the following
spécification and is illustratéd in the accompanying draw-
ing in which:

Fig. 1 is a side elevation of a fence according to the
present invention showing assembled panels and support-
ing posts;

Fig. 2 is a.top plan view of the fence of Fig: 1;

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detailed view taken on the line
3—3 of Fig. 2 and showing the manner in which the fence
of the present invention is venied to allow the passage

“-of &ir therethrough;

Fig. 4 is.an enlarged detail view taken substantially
on the line 4—4 of Fig. 1 showing the manner in which
the fence panels are assembled to the supporting posts;

Fig. 5-is an enlarged detail view taken substantially
on the line 5—5 of Fig. 2 showing the assembly of an
upper rail with the fence; )

Fig. 6 is a sectional view of a post and sections of a
fence, showing how fence corners are formed in accord-
ance with the invention;

Fig. 7 is a sectional view showing the interposition of a
gate in the fence; and

Fig. 8 is a sectional view showing a modified form of
connection of a post to a fence section.

The fence provided by this invention comprises a
plurality of sections 2 which are connected together in
end to end relation to provide a continuous fence. Each
of these sections is of generally flat configuration, may be
of any desired length and width or height, and may be
formed by molding or deforming suitable materials. In
its preferred form each section is formed of aluminum
or magnesium sheet of relatively small thickness, but
may, if desired, be formed of ferrous or non-ferrous or
plastic or other sheet material. If formed of a material
which is subject to corrosion, a suitable anti-corrosion
protective material may be applied to the basic sheet
material. Each section comprises a number of integrally
connected panels which extend from edge to edge of the
section, by which it is meant that they extend from top
to bottom of the section when the fence is erected. These
sections are alternately of greater and less width, the wider
panels being shown at 6 and the narrower panels at 8.
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The wider panels 6 are disposed at a small acute angle
to the geneéral plane of the section and when the fence
is erécted these panels will extend generally in the direc-
tion of the length of the fence. The narrower panels 8
are disposed at a larger acute angle to the adjacent wider
panels and therefore are substantially, bitt Jess than, nor-

‘mal to-the general plane of the fence. Edch section there-

fore, when erected as part of a fence, has a somewhat
zig=zag shape in horizontal cross-section.

_ The fence seéctions are connected together at their ends
by parts which provide a post 10 which may be sunk
intd the ground at its lower end as shown at 11. In the
preferréd form of the invention disclosed in the drawings,
and particularly in Fig. 4, each post is formed of two
metal parts 12, 14 of right-angular cross-sectioni which
ar¢ asséribled in face-to-face relation to provide a hollow
post of rectangular cross-section. Part 12 has a flange
extending at right angles from the end of one wall 18
and part 14 hias a similar flange 20 extending from its
one wall- 22. Each of these flanges is disposed in face-
to-face telation to the unflanged wall of the other part
and an end of a fence section is disposed therebetween
and is connected to both parts by any suitable means 24
such as rivets, screws, welding or otherwise. As shown
in Figs. 2 and 4 the posts are preferably of the same thick-
ness as the fence.

In a preferred form of the invention, each of. the nar-
rower panels 8 is provided with a plurality of openings 30
which, when the fence is erected, permit the passage of
air through the fence. Because of the fact that the open-
ings 30 are formed in the narrower panels which are sub-
stantially, but less than, normal to the general plane of
the fence when erected, the openings 30 are effectively
screened so that an observer approaching the fence will
be unable to see through the openings and beyond the
fence, and when moving in one direction parailel to the
fence he will have only a very restricted view through
the openings and, when moving in the opposite direction
to that last described, he will be unable to see through the

" fence at all.

In order to increase the rigidity of the fence and give
it a more finished appearance, an elongated channel shaped
cap membet 40 may be placed over the top of the as-
sembled ferice in engagemient with the upper edge and
sides thereof and may be secured in place by any suitable
means. The upper surface of the cap member 40 may
be roughened, as by punching up parts thereof as shown
at 42, in order to discourage persons from climbing over
the fence. If desired, a similar cap member may be placed
over and attached to the lower edge of the fence. A
similar covering and strengthening member may be at-
tached to the lower edge of the fence if desired.

As illustrated in Fig. 1, the fence sections 2 may be
supported by the posts 19 in spaced relationship with re-
spect to the ground, which may sometimes be desirable,
particularly in order to permit drainage under the fence.
However, it is contemplated that the lower edges of the
sections may engage the ground if this is desired.

In Fig. 6 of the drawings there is illustrated the at-
tachment of two fence sections 2 to a post in angular
relation to each other to form a corner. It will be seen
that the one section 50 is attached to the post 10 in
the manner illustrated in Fig. 4 and described here-
inbefore, while the other section 52 may be attached to
the post by inserting and fastening one of the narrower
panels 8, or a part of one of such panels, between a
flange 20 of a part of the post and the adjacent un-
flanged wall of the other part of the post, and will
extend from the post and from the fence section 50 in
any desired angular relationship, thus forming a fence
corner with the section 50.
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In Fig. 7 of the drawings there is illustrated the attach-
ment of a gate 60 to a post 18, this being accomplished
by inserting and fastening a flat piece of sheet material
62, carrying hinges 64, between a flange 20 of a part
of the post and the adjacent unflanged wall of the other
part of the post, after which the gate may be attached
to and swung on the hinges 64.

In a modified form of the invention, which is illus-
trated in Fig. 8, the post 70 is a hollow structure formed
by bending sheet metal to bring the free longitudinal
edge parts 72, 74 of the sheet together, these parts being
turned outwardly from the adjacent wall of the post and

are welded in face-to-face relation. The post 70 is con-

nected to a fence section 2 by means of an elongated
bolt 76 which is passed through the edge parts 72, 74
and through a flange 78 formed on an end of the section
2 and which is secured by a nut 80. It will be seen that
the fence section 2 may be drawn up to each of the posts
between which it is connected, by turning the nut 8¢ on
the bolt.

It will be apparent that the fence provided by the
present invention may be readily manufactured with a
minimum of operations and may be easily assembled in
place by any unskilled person and will be durable and
inexpensive. This fence will permit a yard, garden, or
other enclosure to be effectively screened from the view
of strangers and passersby and at the same time will
permit the passage of air and breezes through and below
it

While I have described and illustrated but one embodi-
ment of my invention, it will be apparent to those skilled
in the art that other embodiments as well as modifica-
tions of that disclosed, may be made and practised with-
out departing in any way from the spirit or scope of the
invention, for the limits of which reference must be made
to the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A fence comprising a plurality of sections formed
of sheet metal connected together at their adjacent ends
to provide an elongated vertical structure, each section
comprising a plurality of integrally connected alternately
wider and narrower vertically disposed panel sections
arranged in zig-zag form along the length of the fence,
said wider panels extending generally in the direction of
the length of the fence and the narrower panels extend-
ing generally in a direction normal to the length of the
fence and having a plurality of spaced openings in said
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narrower panel sections which are vertically positioned
with respect to each other when the fence is erected.

2. A fence comprising a plurality of sections formed of
sheet metal connected together at their adjacent ends to
provide an elongated vertical structure, each section com-
prising a plurality of integrally connected alternately
wider and narrower vertically disposed panel sections
arranged in zig-zag form along the length of the fence,
said wider panels extending generally in the direction of
the length of the fence and being disposed at a small
acute angle to the general plane of the fence and the
narrower panels extending generally in a direction normal
to the length of the fence and being disposed at a larger
acute angle to the adjacent wider panels, and having a
plurality of spaced openings in said narrower panel sec-
tions which are vertically positioned with respect to each
other when the fence is erected.

3. A fence according to claim 2 comprising, in addi-

" tion, an inverted channel-shaped member resting upon
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and enclosing at least one of the upper and lower edges
of the fence, parts of the upper surface of the channel-
shaped member being deformed to provide jagged pro-
jections.

4. A fence comprising a plurality of sections formed
of sheet material and each comprising a plurality of
integrally conpected panels arranged in zig-zag form
along the length of the fence, and a structure between
the ends of adjacent sections and connected thereto and
being longer than the width of the panels, said structure
comprising two elongated wall parts of right angular
cross-section which are assembled in face-to-face rela-
tion, each of said parts being provided with a flange
extending at right angies from one end of one of said
wall parts, said flanges being disposed in face-to-face
relation to the unflanged wall of said wall parts to thereby
form a hollow, rectangular post with the ends of adjacent
fence sections disposed between each adjacent flanged and
unflanged end wall.
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