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To all uphonn it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs B. SMITH, a 

citizen of the United States of America, re 
siding at Crafton, in the county of Alle 
gheny and State of Pennsylvania, have in 
vented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Lace-Fasteners, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification, reference being had 
therein to the accompanying drawing. 
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This invention relates to shoe lace holders 
and the object thereof is to provide a holder 
of such class in a manner as hereinafter set 
forth whereby the ends of the shoe lace will 
be securely held in position after the shoe has 
been laced so as to prevent the lace from 
coming loose. 

Further objects of the invention are to 
provide a shoe lace holder which shall be 
simple in its construction, strong, durable, 
efficient in its use, conveniently used, readily 
attached to the upper of the shoe, and inex 
pensive to manufacture. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view, the invention consists of the novel con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts as hereinafter more specifically de 
scribed and illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, wherein is shown the preferred 
embodiment of the invention, but it is to be 
understood that changes, variations and 
modifications can be resorted to which come 
Within the scope of the claim hereunto ap pended. 
In the drawings, wherein like refer 

ence characters denote corresponding parts 
throughout the several views: Figure 1 is 
a perspective view of the shoe provided with 
a pair of holders in accordance with this 
invention, Fig. 2 is a side elevation of one 
of the holders showing the same connected 
to the upper of the shoe, the upper being 
illustrated in section and broken away, Fig. 
3 is a vertical sectional view of the holder, 
Fig. 4 is a front elevation of the socket 
forming member of the holder, Fig. 5 is a 
vertical sectional view of the holder show 
ing the end of the lace secured therein, and 
Fig. 6 is an elevation of the clamping mem 
ber of the holder. 

Referring to the drawings by reference 
characters 1 denotes the upper of a shoe and 
to which is attached a pair of holders 2, 
each of which is adapted to secure one end 
of the lace to prevent movement thereof 
after the shoe has been laced up whereby the 
lace cannot become loose. 

A holder in accordance with this inven 
tion consists of a socket forming member 3, 
a clamping member 5 and a coupling mem 
ber. The coupling member consists of a 
shank 8 which is formed integral with the 
outer face of the inner portion of the socket 
member 3 and is provided with a pair of 
attaching arms which are adapted to ex 
tend through the upper 1 and clench thereto 
as at 10, whereby the holder is fixedly se 
cured to the upper. 
The Socket forming member 3 is substan 

tially cup-shaped and is formed with an in 
Wardly-extending annular flange 11 to pro 
vide a contracted opening 12 through which 
extends the clamping member 5. The flange 
11 has formed integral with its outer face a 
pair of outwardly-extending apertured lugs 
4 between which projects an apertured ex 
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tension 13 formed integral with the periph 
ery of the clamping member 5 at one side 
thereof. The extension 13 is hinged to the 
lugs 4 by the pintle 14. w 
The clamping member 5 is in the form of 

a button with an open inner portion. The 
clamping member 5 is crimped or split as at 
6 and also contracted so that the inner por 
tion 15 thereof will be of less diameter than 
the outer portion and furthermore so that 
an annular shoulder 16 will be provided 
which when the clamping member 5 is 
SWung to clamping position will oppose the 
free edge 18 of the flange 11. 
The ends of the lace are indicated by the 

reference character 7, and each end is adapt 
ed to be positioned within the socket form 
ing member 3 as clearly shown in Fig. 5, so 
that when the clamping member 5 is swung 
into the socket 3, it will not only engage the 
end of the lace 7, but will also frictionally 
engage the edge of the flange 11 and clamp 
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the end of the lace to the holder, whereby 
after the shoe has been laced there is no pos 
sibility of the lace becoming loose as the 
clamping member 5 will fixedly secure the 
end of the lace to the holder. 
The shanks 8 of the coupling members 

provide means whereby the shoe can be 
laced in the ordinary manner, that is, the 
laces can be carried around the shanks and 
tied, and then the ends of the bow placed in 
engagement with the clamping members. 
What I claim is:- 
A lace holder comprising a shank, a pair 

of laterally-extending arms integral with 
one terminus of the shank, and each adapted 
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to have its free terminus bent to extend 
through the upper of a shoe and clenched to 
the inner face of the upper and with the re 
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maining portion of the arm abutting against 
the outer face of the upper whereby said 
shank is fixedly secured in position, a cup 
shaped socket forming member having the 
outer face at the central part of its inner 
portion formed integral with the outer ter 
minus of the shank and said member pro 
vided at its outer portion with an inwardly 
extending annular flange forming a con 
tracted entrance to said member, a hollow 
member having its inner portion crimped 

966,960 

and contracted to constitute a clamp adapt 
ed to extend through said opening for clamp 
ing a lace against the edge of the flange, a 
pair of apertured lugs formed integral with 
the outer face of said flange, a lateral exten 
sion projecting from the outer portion of 
said hollow member, and means for hinging 
the free end of the extension to said lugs. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature 

in the presence of two witnesses. 
CHARLES B. SMITH. 

Witnesses: 
JoHN STEPHANY, 
KARL H. BUTLER. 
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