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To all whomy it muay. concern:

Be it known thatI, JOEN W. PETTEE, a.citi-
zen of the United States, residing at Denver,
in the county of Arapahoe and State of Colo-

5 rado, have invented certain new and useful

Improvements in Stretchers or Emergency-
Carriers; andI do declarethe following to be
a full, clear, and exact description of the in-
vention, such as will enable others skilled in

16 the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings; and to the figures of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

15 My presentinvention relates to certain new
and useful improvements in stretchers; and
the object of my invention is the production
of a simpleand yet very efficient stretcher pos-
sessing the advantage of convertibility, the

20 congfruction enabling the useof the stretcher
for conveying patients in a sitting and also
in a lying positicn. .

Other advantages possessed by my ‘im-
proved stretcher will be found setforth in the

25 following description, which is to be read in
connection with the accompanying drawings.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a plan view of
astretcher embodying my invention, the con-
struction exhibited being especially designed

30 for conveying dead persons. Fig. 2 isa plan
view of a stretcher embodying my invention,
Fig. 3isaviewof the stretcher shown in Fig. 2
converted into a chair for conveying patients
in a sitting position. Fig. 4 is a perspective

35 view of the stretcher in its folded position.

Referring to the said drawings by refer-
ence-numerals, 5 denotes the body of the
stretcher, which is preferably made of stout
canvas, Hars6 6, of canvas or other suitable

40 material, are sewed or otherwise secured to
the sideedges of the body at intervals, which
earsreceive rigid handles 7 7, the middle por-
tion, which is grasped, being left exposed. At
least four handles are provided, and when

45 conveying a person in outstretched position
two or more side bearers are required. I
have provided, however, in addition to the
side handles canvas or other loop handles
1010 at the ends, and when using these han-

50 dles only two head and foot bearers are nec-
essary.

It will be noted that the handles 7 do not

extend to the center of the body 5, and the
stretcher is thereby capable of being folded,

as indicated in Fig. 3, to form a chair for sueh 53
patients as are sufliciently strong to assume,
with or without some assistance, a sitting po-
sition while being conveyed. The frontedge

of the converted stretcher is folded, as shown
at5*. When using the converted stretcher, or 6o
what I for convenience term the ““chair,” two
bearers are required, who grasp the side han-
dles 7 with one hand and use the other hand,

if the patient be too weak, to support his back.
After being folded, as in Fig. 3, thestretcher 65
can boe rolled into very small compass, as
shown in Fig. 4.

In Fig. 1 is shown a stretcher constructed
similarly to thatillustrated in Fig. 2, but pro-
vided in addition with a headpiece 8, having 70
loop-handles 8%, and with straps 9 to encircle
the shoulders. The streteher with the addi-
tional features is especially designed for use
in conveying dead persons.

In addition to the advantages above enu- 7 5
merated my improved stretcher possesses the
quality of lightness of weight and durability.
The eonstraction being simple, the stretchers
may be inexpensively made and readily re-
paired,

The stretcher when collapsed may be in-
serted in ametallic or other tube for safe keep-
ing. :

Iclaim as my invention—

1. A foldable stretcher comprising a body 85
of textile material, rigid handles permanently
secured at each side of the center of the body
whereby said body is free to be centrally
folded transversely to form a chair and then
rolled, and flexible loop-handles at the ends 90
of the body.

2. A foldable stretcher comprising a body
of textile material, rigid handles permanently
secured at each side of the center of the body
whereby said body is free to be centrally g9z
folded transversely to form a chair and then
rolled, flexible loop-handles at the ends of
the body, a headpiece and shoulder-straps.

In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

JOIIN W. PETTEE.
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Witnesses:
II. J. INGERSOLL,
A, H. JAcoBsonN,



