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INDEXOR FILE. 

Application filed November 19, 1924. Serial No. 750,791. 
This invention relates to indexes or files, of equipment, the cards being shown in vari- 55 and more particularly to that class of in 

dexes wherein a plurality of index cards or 
members are arranged in series upon a 
holder, in overlapped relation with each other, whereby a marginal edge of each is 

slidably 
mounted upon a holding device, and should 
be adapted to be readily separated from 

exposed to view. 
Preferably such cards are 

each other, as well as easily engaged by and 
readily released from the holder. Means 
may also be provided whereby one card sup 
ports another of the series, preferably the 

Alrangements for nesting. underlying one. e 
the individual cards with the card next 
above or below, are a convenience in some in 
stances, and when nested, it is desirable that 
the cards lie flatwise upon the support. 
One object of this invention is to provide 

an improved form of index card, which will 
be adapted to be engaged by and mounted 
upon a supporting member in such a manner. 
that a plurality of the same may be ar 
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ranged in overlapping relation with the 
margin of each exposed to view, and be more 
readily separated when so mounted and 
more readily removed from or applied to 
said supporting member than previously ex 

thereby, the cards being adapted, as will be 
ointed out hereinafter, to lie flatwise upon s 

perienced with similar types of cards. 
Other objects of this invention, are to pro- p 

vide means in combination with index cards 
of this and similar types, whereby the Sup 
port engaging portion may be more easily 
manipulated, whereby an easier movement 
of the card upon the support or into and out 
of nested engagement with another card will 
be obtained, whereby the series of cards will 
more compactly lie upon the holder and 
whereby the combined thickness of the cards 
and holder will be lessened. 
To these and other ends, the invention con 

sists in the novel features and combination 
of parts to be hereinafter described and 
claimed. 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 illustrates one type of holder or 

frame, with which the novel index card 
this invention is adapted for use; 

Fig. 2 is a view showing the improved in 
dex cards which embody the features of my 
invention, mounted upon a supporting men 

- The base portion 23 of these tongues is left ber which is adaptable for use with the 
frame shown in Fig. 1, or with other forms 

of . 

ous positions, thereon; 
Fig. 3 is a plan view of one of the index 
Fig. 4 is a section on line 4-4 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 5 is a section on line 5-5 of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 6 is plan view of the support engag. 

ing portion of a somewhat modified form of 
improved index card, and, , 

Fig. 7 is a bottom edge view of the card 
shown in Fig. 6. . . . . . . . . . . . 
The particular form of index card selected 

O 
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for illustrating this invention is somewhat 
similar to the index card described and 
claimed in Patent No. 1,048,056, issued to 
Irving Fisher, December 24, 1912, and in 
sidered an improvement thereof. 
The leaf 10 of Fig.1, illustrates one form 

of equipment with which index cards of this 
type may be efficiently used, and is of the 
swingable class usually insertable between 
like leaves and being supported in a verti 
tending support engaging fingers 11. A 
retaining strip 12, adapted to engage and 
hold index, cards of this type, is mounted 
upon this leaf and a plurality of index cards . 

5 

cally swinging position, having lateral ex 

80 

13 are arranged in series and retained 

the support in overlapping nested relation 
with a margin 14 of each exposed to view. 
The retaining strip or supporting member 

sheet metal, provided with a central portion 
15, and oppositely directed horizontally dis 
posed flanged sides 16 and 17, which are 
raised above the plane of the central por 
tion. The central portion 15 may be secured 
to the holding frame or device by any suit 
able means, such as rivets 18. When the 
supporting member 12 is used with a device, 
as shown in Fig. 1, a pair of spring fingers 

12, comprises a strip of material, preferably 

19 and 20 are usually provided to support 
the series of cards against downward slip 
page therefrom. 
The index cards 13 are usually formed 

100 

from a sheet of material, such as cardboard, 
or the like, and are each provided with a . 
pair of tongues 21 and 22, which are gener 
ally cut therefrom by suitably formed dies. 
integral with the card body, while tab por 
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tions 24 and 25 are formed on the respective 
tongues so as to lie in a substantially trans. 
verse line across the card and in opposed 
relation, both being directed in Wardly to 
ward the longitudinal center of the car. 
Previous to this invention, the material be 
low these tab portions was allowed to remain 
joined to the body of the card at 26, but the 
principal disadvantage caused thereby Was 
found to be eliminated by the removal of 
this material, whereby openings 27 and 2S 
are formed, thereby spacing the in Wardly di 
rected tabs 24 and 25 from the margin of the 
card directly below the same. By this novel 
arrangement, one advantage obtained COil 
sists of the provision of coinvenient finger 
holds outlined by the curved line 29, where 
by tongues 21 and 22 can be more convenient 
ly depressed in order to insert the tab por 
tions 24 and 25, respectively, beneath the 
flanged sides 16 and 17 of the supporting 
member 15. In addition to this advantage, 
the cards when nested together with the edge 
of one between the tongues and the rear Sul 
face of another, can more easily be separated 
from each other out of nesting engagement, 
due to the elimination of the additional fric 
tion of the gripping action upon the nested 
card, caused by the material which previous 
ly filled the openings 2 and 28. Anothe'' 
advantage obtained is that the card can be 
more easily slipped along the supporting 
strip 12, after having been mounted there 
on, which likewise was made possible by the 
elimination of the friction or gripping ac 
tion, by the provision of openings at the 
above described point. Still another ad 
vantage obtained by the use of this novel 
form of card is that the cards may be more 
readily slipped over the end 29 of the Sup 
porting member 12, as shown at the upper 
portion of Fig. 2, due to the fact that the 
tab portions 24 and 25 are free at their 
lower edges and are more exposed for en 
gagement by the flange ends 29, because of 
the provision of openings therebelow. These 
advantages all combine to increase the use 
fulness of the index card by speeding up the 
operation of filing the cards, either as a new 
series upon a support or by the addition of 
others to an already existing index, and by 
allowing a more rapid inspection or refer'. 
ence thereto by the increased ease of manipu 
lation thereof. - 

The cards 13 are also caused to lie more 
flatly upon the supporting member 12 (than 
previously experienced in this type of card), 
by the provision of the openings 27 and 28. 
Previously the material at these points, be 
cause of not being positively retained in 
the plane of the card, was forced upwardly 
by the underlying nested card, whereby the 
overlying card was sprung upwardly at the 
sides thereof. This upward springing ac 
tion also caused each succeeding card to 
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stand outwardly away from the other inter 
mediate the sides at the exposed margin 
thereof. By the provision of the openings 
27 and 28, therefore, the cards not only lie 
more flatly upon the support at the side edges 
thereof, but each adjacent card also lies more 
flatly upon the other card, being substantial 
ly in contact there with across the entire 
superimposed surface area, the action being 
in this instance, one tending toward side 
edge depression instead of upward springing. 

In order to increase the tendency to lie 
flatwise upon the support, the addition of the 
features shown in Figs. 6 and 7, may be pro 
vided, and in certain aspects thereof these 80 
are also useful when applied to the particul 
lar form of cards of the Fisher patent men 
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tioned above, or other forms for like uses, as 
well as the cards of the present invention. 
These features comprise the offsetting of the 
tongues or support engaging portions 21 and 
22 rearwardly out of the plane of the body 
of the card. One arrangement by which 
this may be accomplished is shown in Figs. 
6 and 7, where the portions 30 and 31 of the 
card 13, adjacent the connection of the 
tongues there with are pressed rearwardly 
out of the plane of the remainder of the card 
a sufficient amount to allow the tab portions 
24 and 25 of the tongues to more readily 
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engage beneath the flanges 16 and 17 with 
out distorting the remainder of the card. 
This structure also offsets rearwardly the 
edges 32 and 33 upon which the underlying 
nested card edge rests, a sufficient amount, 
so that said edges lie in substantially the 
same plane thereof, whereby a more efficient 
and positive support is produced in substan 
tially the form of an upwardly directed 
shoulder. - 

As stated above, the provision of the open 
ings 27 and 28 in the index cards instead 
of leaving the material of the card therein, 
which as shown at 35, is directly above the 
high points or flanges 16 and 17 of the 
Support 12, the upwardly springing action 
of the center portion of the cards of the 
series is avoided and, therefore, when a large 
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number of leaves 10 are arranged in juxta 
posed position less space is required in closs 15 

Section of the combined leaf and contained 
cards before there is interference or contact 
between the opposed cards of adjacent 
leaves. This obviously allows a larger num 
ber of leaves to be used within a given lat 
e'al space and so increases the data contain 
ing area of the whole unit of index equip 
ment. 

It will, of course, be understood that 
while the above description is based upon the 
particular card shown and the position of 
the same upon a support which, in this in 
stance, is generally termed “upstanding', 
that the features above noted may also be 
embodied in the so-called downhanging 
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card with equal results to obtain the advan 
tages noted. : 

3. 

portion thereof, said tongues having in 
wardly directed tab portions for engage While I have shown and described a pre- ment beneath said flanges, one of said cards ferred embodiment of my invention, it will 

be understood that the same is not limited being nested between the tongue and body 
of another card, said tab being spaced from thereto in all of its details, but is capable of said marginal portion to provide openings 

many nrodifications and variations which 
will fall within the spirit of the invention 
and the scope of the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In an index or file, an index card hav ing a pair of tongues projecting inwardly 

from a marginal portion thereof, each of 
said tongues having a transversely directed 

5 tab portion, substantially in parallelism 
with said marginal portion, the portion of 
said card being removed below said tab whereby said tab is spaced from said margin. 
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strip adapted to present a pair of outwardly 
35 
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2. In an index or file, a card-retaining strip adapted to present a pair of outwardly 
directed flanges, an index card mounted 
thereon, said cards, being provided with a 
pair of tongues struck therefrom and adja 
cent a marginal portion thereof, said tongues 
having inwardly directed tab portions for 
engagement beneath said flanges, said tabs 
being spaced from said marginal portion to 
provide openings between said tabs and said 
marginal portion through which 
tongue may be readily manipulated to insert 
said tabs beneath said flanges. 

3. In an index or file, a card-retaining 

directed flanges, an index card mounted 
thereon, said card being provided with a 
pair of tongues struck therefrom and adja 
cent a marginal portion thereof, said tongues 
having inwardly directed tab portions for 
engagement beneath said flanges, said tabs 
being spaced from said marginal portion to 
provide openings between said tabs and said 
marginal portion through which said flanges 
may readily be inserted to engage said tab 
portions. - 

4. In an index or file, a card-retaining 
strip adapted to present a pair of outwardly 
directed flanges, an index card slidingly 
mounted thereon, said card being 
with a pair of tongues struck therefrom and 
adjacent a marginal portion thereof, said 
tongues having inwardly directed tab por 
tions for engagement beneath said flanges, 
said tabs being spaced from said marginal 
portion to provide openings between said 
tabs and said marginal portion and co-exten 
sive with said tabs through which said 
flanges may readily 
ment with said tabs. . . . . . . . . . . . 

5. In an index or file, a frame provided 
with a card-retaining strip having out 
Wardly directed flanges at both edges there 
of, a series of index cards mounted thereon 
in nested overlapped relation, each of said 
cards being provided with a pair of tongues 
struck therefrom and adjacent a marginal 

cards may readily slide thereon. - 
7. In an index or file, a card-retaining 

strip provided with outwardly directed 
said 

rovided 

slide when in engage 

between said tabs and said marginal portion, 
and coextensive with said tabs therebetween 

() 

through which said flanges may be readily 
inserted, whereby said series of cards may readily, slide thereon 

6. In an index or file, a frame provided 
with a card-retaining strip having an out 
wardly directed flange at an edge thereof, 
a series of index cards mounted thereon in 
nested overlapped relation, each of said cards st) 

being provided with a tongue struck there 
from and adjacent a marginal portion there 
of said tongue having an inwardly directed 
tab portion for engagement beneath said 
the tongue and body of another card, said tab 
being spaced from said marginal portion 
to provide an opening between said tabs 
and said marginal portion and coextensive 
with said tabs through which said flange may 
be readily inserted, whereby said series of 

flanges, an index card slidingly mounted 
thereon having a pair of tongues provided 
with inwardly directed tab portions to en 
gage beneath said flanges, said tongues be 
ing connected to said card adjacent a mar 
ginal portion thereof, said tab portions be 
ing spaced above the connecting point of 
said tongues with the marginal portion of 
said card, whereby an opening coextensive 
with said tab portions is formed therebe 
tween. 

8. In an index or file, an index card hav 
ing oppositely directed tongues struck there 
from and joined to a marginal portion of 
said card, said tongues and the marginal 
portion joined thereto being offset rearward 
ly beyond the plane of said card. 

vided with a tongue directed inwardly from 
a marginal portion thereof, said tongue be 
ing connected at its base to said marginal 
portion and with said marginal portion off 
set from the plane of the surface of said card. 

10. In an index or file, an index card pro- 120 
vided with a pair of tongues connected to 
a marginal portion of said card, said tongues 
having tab portions projecting toward each 
other, said tongues and part of said margi 
nal portion being depressed below the sur 
face of said card. . 

11. In an index or file, an index card pro 
vided with a pair of tongues E. to 
a marginal portion of said card and having 
tab portions projecting toward each other, 

s: 
flange, one of said cards being nested between 
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9. In an index or file, an index card pro 
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said tongues and part of said marginal por 
tion being depressed below the surface of 
Said card, said tabs being spaced from said 
marginal portion of said card by an opening 
formed by the removal of the portion of 
said card lying between said tab and nar 
ginal portion thereof. 

12. In an index or file, an index card pro 
vided with a tongue directed inwardly from 
the lower marginal portion thereof, and an 
upwardly directed shoulder extending paral 
lel with said marginal portion to one side 
of the connecting point between "aid tongue 
and said card. 

13. In an index or file, an index card pro 
vided with a tongue directed inwardly from 
the lower marginal portion thereof, and an 
upwardly directed shoulder extending paral 
lel with said marginal portion to one side 
of the connecting point between said tongue 
and said card, said shoulder being offset 
from the plane of said card. 

14. In an index or file, an index card pro 
vided with a struck-out tongue joined to and 
directed inwardly from a marginal portion 
of said card, said tongue and the portion of 
the margin of said card included within the 
portion of said tongue at the junctive there 
of with the marginal portion being depressed 
below the plane of said card. 
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15. In an index or file, an index card com 
prising a strip of material having a portion 
adjacent the lower marginal portion thereof 
struck therefrom to form a tongue, said 
tongue being joined to and directed upward 
ly from said marginal portion, a portion 
of the margin of said card at each side of 
said tongue being separated fron said card 
and offset from the plane of said card to 
form an upwardly directed shoulder at each 
side of said tongue. 

16. In an index or file, an index card conn 
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prising a strip of material having a portion 
adjacent the lower marginal polition thereof 
struck therefrom to form a tongue, said 
tongue being joined to and directed upwardly 
from Said marginal portion, a portion of 
the margin of said card at each side of said 
tongue being sepalated from said card and 
offset from the plane of said card to form 
an upwardly directed shoulder at each side 
of said tongue, said tongue having a tab 
portion directed substantially parallel to the 
marginal portion of said card and spaced 
from one of said shoulders by the removal 
of the material forming said card lying 
therebetween. 
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set 

my hand this 17th day of November, 1924. 
WILLIAM. H. DAY. 
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CERTFCATE OF CORRECTION. 

Patent No. 1,675,331. Granted July 3, 1928, to 

WILLAM H. DAY. 

It is hereby certified that error appears in the priated specification of the 
above autabered patent requiring correction as follows: Page 2, line 5, for the 
word "car" read "card"; page 3, line 18, claim , for the word "margin" read 
"marginal portion"; line 22, claim 2, for the word "cards" read "card"; line 
69, claim 5, for "tongue" read "tongues"; line 70, for "tab" read "tabs" and 
line 73, strike of the word "therebetween"; and that said Letters Patent should 
be read with these corrections there in that the same may conform to the record 
of the case in the Patent Office. 

Signed and sealed this 28th day of August, A. D. 1928. 

M. J. Moore, 
(Seal) Acting Commissioner of Patents. 



DISCLAIMER 

1,675,331.-William H. Day, East Haven, Conn. INDEX OR FILE. Patent dated 
July 3, 1928. Disclaimer filed November 18, 1929, by the assignee by mesne 
assignments, Remington Rand Inc. 

Hereby enters this disclaimer to that part of the claim in said specification which 
is in the following words, to wit: 

“12. In an index or file, an index card provided with a tongue directed inwardly 
from the lower marginal portion thereof, and an upwardly directed shoulder extending 
parallel with said marginal portion to one side of the connecting point between said 
tongue and said card.’ 

Official Gazette December 3, 1929. 


