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To all whom it may concern: 
Beitknown that I, HELENP.WIISON, a citi 

zen of the United States, residing at Vanwert, 
in the county of Vanwert and the State of 
Ohio, have invented a new and useful Im 
provement in Sterilizable Surgical-Instru 
ment Cases, of which the following is a speci 

Io 

fication. 
My invention consists in an improved sur 

gical-instrument case; and the object of the 
invention is to produce a case which can be 
easily and readily sterilized by Washing in an 

15 
antiseptic solution. Instruments can readily 
besterilized by boiling; but a case of the usual 
construction cannot be so handled. 
My improvement consists of an outer and 

inner case, the outer case being composed of 

25 
Open. 

vulcanized rubber, celluloid, enameled metal, 
or some equivalent, and the inner case being 
composed of soft sheet-rubber. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a perspective exterior view of my improved 
case. Fig. 2 is a similar view showing the case 

Fig. 3 is a detail cross-section, the 
outer case being closed and the inner case ex 
tended. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the 
inner case extended. 
In my improvement I employ an outer case 

A, substantially oblong inform, the case pref 
erably being composed of hard rubber and 
having hinged lid A' of the same material. 
The case may be reinforced along its upper 
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edge by an integral rib A, though where metal 
is used for the body of the case this would be 
unnecessary. Metal bands B are secured 
around the case both to strengthen same and 
to serve as means to which hinges (not shown) 
and the locking-plates B and catches B° are 
secured, and to the upper portion of these 
plates is also secured the handle B. A name 
plate B can be secured to the outer case, if 
desired. The inner case C, which is designed 
to hold the instruments and prevent them 
coming in contact with the outer case, is of 
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soft rubber and adapted to snugly fit inside 45 
the outer case as a lining. A flap C' is at 
tached to one of the longer sides of this inner 
case or may be formed integral with it and 
serve as an inner cover. In order to keep 
the inner case distended and retained firmly 50 
against the upper edges of the Outer case, a 
metal or hard-rubber band C° is inserted in 
the upper part of the inner case and held by 
frictional contact. It is understood, of course, 
that this inner case is removable, and it is 5 
obvious that as soon as an operation has been 
performed the instruments can be at once 
thrown into the inner case and covered with 
the flap and that when the instruments ae 
sterilized the inner case can be removed and 6o 
washed in an antiseptic preparation and the 
outer case can be washed whenever deemed 
necessary. 

It will be noted that the top of the lid and 
all the corners of my case are rounded and 65 
that there are no corners or angles in which 
contagious germs could lodge and escape de 
struction when the case was sterilized. 
What I claim, and desire to secure by Let 

ters Patent of the United States, is 
1. An instrument-case comprising an outer. 

case of waterproof material having rounded 
corners and a rounded lid, an inner case of 
sheet-rubber, a flap attached to the inner case 
of the same material, and a band adapted to 75. 
distend the inner case. . 

2. In a device of the kind described, the 
combination of a Vulcanized outer case haw 
ing rounded corners, of an inner case of soft 
rubber having a flap along one edge, and a 8o 
band of comparatively rigid material adapted 
to fit in the upper portion of the inner case 
and extend same to the dimensions of the in 
terior of the outer case. . 
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