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To all whom it may concern : -

Be it known that I, ALBRECHT VoGT, of
Rochester, Monroe county, New York, have in-
vented a certain new and useful Improvement
in Fire-Escapes; and I do hereby declare that
tke following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion of the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a fire-es-
cape, showing “'my improvement. Tig. 2 is a
plan of the belt detached. Fig. 3 is a longi-
tudinal section of the friction-block detached.
Tig. 4 is a flat view of a portion of the belt,
showing the cord conneeted therewith on an
enlarged scale.

My improvement relates to that class of fire-
escapes in which a cord extends from the win-
dow or other place of escape to the ground.
A friction-block slides upon the cord, and a
belt is attacbed to the block, which belt is fast-
ened to the person descending, who, by means
of suitableappliances, can regulate his descent.

The invention cousists, in addition to pass-
ing the cord throngh the friction-block in zig-
zag manner, (by which a certain amount of
friction is produced to retard the descent,) in
passing the said cord around the outside of
the belt through suitable eyes or guides, and
finally through a ring at-the end of the belt,
where it comes in convenient position for the
hand of the operator, who, by holding the cord
in one hand, can regulate the descent exactly
as desired.

In the drawings, A showsthe cord, which,at
its npper end, is attached to the window or
any other point of escape, the lower end ex-
tending tothe ground. This cord ispreferably
made of raw silk, as by the use of this material
great strength can be secured with very small
size, and the whole apparatus constituting the
fire-escape can be packed in small compass and
carried readily in a satchel or trunk, I1f de-
sire((l], however, cords of other material may be
used. .

B is a block made of wood, having two trans-
verse holes or passages, ¢ ¢, made through it,
through which the cord passes in zigzag form,
as shown in the sectional view IFig. 3. When
weight is attached, the block slides down over
the cord, and in doing so produces a certain
amount of friction to retard the descent.

C is a leather connection, attached to the

| bloek, consisting of a strap, b, which encircles

the block,and isattached fast thereto, a leather
loop, ¢, riveted to the strap and hanging be-

low the block, and a-leather billet, d, having .

an iron ring, f, at each end, one of which rests
in the loop ¢ and the other forms the attach-
ment for the belt. ' -
Disthebelt,madeofstrong webbing,leather,
or any other guitable material. Atoneend it
has a loop of eye, g, attached fast to the lower
ring, f, and at the other end it has a snap-hook,

I, by.which it may also be connected with the

ring after having passed aroand the person
who is to descend. The mostconvenient way
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is for the person to sit in the loop of the belt; -

but,if desired, the belt may be fastened around
the waist. v -

i 4 are a series of loops or bearings attached
to the outside of the belt at suitable intervals
apart, and k is a ring at the snap end of the
belt.. The cord A, after leaving the friction-
block, passes down through the loops or bear-
ings i 4, and extends around the outside of the
belb, passes through the ring k, and then, mak-

ing a sharp turn downward, extends to the

ground, as before described.

A great variety of fire-escapes, with friction-
attachments for regalating the descent, and
with belts for passing around the person, are
known. A distingunishing feature of my inven-
tion is the combination of the frietion-block,
through which the cord passes, and the belt
with the cord passing around it; also, the con-
struction of the belt with exterior loops or bear-
ings, and a ring at its end, with the cord pass-
ing around the belt and through the loops and
ring, as before described. By this means the
person can sit in the loop of the belt, and the
cord, after passing the ring in the belt, comes
within convenient reach of the hand of the op-
erator, who, by making a sharp bend of the
cord, can graduate his descent with but slight
tension on the cord. It obviates the expensive
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and complicated attachments now in use for -

fire-escapes, and enables the device to be made
in very small compass, so that it can be readily
packed and placed in an ordinary satehel or

trunk, o .
Having described myinvention, I claim—
1. In afire-escape, the combination of a fric-
tion-block, through which the cord passes in
zigzag form, and a belt attached to the block,
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with the cord passing around the belt through
suitable bearings for the purpose, as shown
and described, and for the purpose specified.
2. In a fire-escape, the belt provided with
loops or bearings upon its outer surface, and
a ring at the attaching end, in combination
with the cord passing around the belf throngh
the loopsor bearings and escaping through the
ring, as herein shown and described.
- 3. The fire-escape consisting of the cord A,
the friction-block B, the connection C, and the
belt D, thecord passing around thebelt through
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loops or bearings and escaping through aring
at the attaching end of the belt, the whole com-
bined and arranged to operate in the manner 1g
and for the purpose specified.

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed
my name in the presence of two subscribing
witnesses. ‘

ALBRECHT VOGT.
Witnesses : o
ADELBERT CRONISE,
R. F. Oscoop.




