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1 Claim. (Cl. 4.0-155) 

... This invention relates to a support or holder 
for a picture or mirror., - 
The object of this invention is to provide a 

support by means of which a picture may be 
held and supported in proper position to be placed 
on a flat surface such as a piece of furniture or 
mantelpiece. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

an adjustable support which may be adjusted 
to grip and to support pictures of various di 
mensions, or mirrors of corresponding dimensions, 
for disposition on a flat table Support, or to be 
suitably suspended from a nail, a bracket of 
molding. 
Another object of this invention is to provide 

a picture and mirror holder that shall be rela 
tively simple in construction, economical to manu 
facture, and that shall be easy to apply and to 
remove from pictures or mirrors of different sizes. 
The construction and operation of the combi 

nation picture and mirror holder of this inven 
tion will be more readily understood upon ref 
erence to the accompanying description and 
drawings, in which: -- " . 

Fig. 1 is an elevational view of the picture 
holder as viewed from the rear of a picture upon 
which the holder is Welded; 

Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the structure shown 
in Fig.1 taken on the diagonal line 2-2 of Fig.1; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken through one 
arm of the holder in Fig. 1, taken on line 3-3 in 
the direction indicated; Fig. 4 is a perspective exploded View of the 
locking and supporting elements of the structure 
at the middle of the frame; 

Fig. 5 is a side elevational view of a picture or 
mirror element in supported position in the holder 
on a flat surface; and 

Fig. 6 is a front perspective view of a corner 
of a mirror supported by the holder to show the 
manner in which one of the finger brackets grips 
the outer edge of the mirror. 
As shown in Fig. 1, a picture or mirror 0, 

indicated in broken line for simplicity of illustra 
tion, is held by a supporting frame or holder 
of x-shape i, consisting of four cross arms 2, 
3, 4 and 5 respectively, each of which Slip 
ports and guides an extension arm i 6, 7, 8 and 
i9, respectively. Each of the extension arms 6 
to 9 inclusive, pivotally supports a finger bracket 
2 that fits over the edge of the picture or mTO 
that is to be supported, and thereby serves to hold 
the picture or mirror in place, between two Op 
positely disposed pairs of brackets 20. 
The construction of the bracket 

O 

2 
more fully in Fig. 2, as consisting of a body of 
short Section having an arcuate outer surface 2 f, 
a longitudinal slot 22 extending downwardly into 
the body of the bracket 20 below an upper surface 
23. The slot 22 is made wide enough to accom 
modate any thickness of mirror or picture that 
Would ordinarily be encountered, and any addi 
tional Space that remains may be taken up by 
a Suitable backing card 24 and a short filler strip 
25. A short pin 26 provides the pivotal connec 
tion between the bracket 20 and the supporting 
extension arm 8. 
r Once the holder is assembled on a picture OY 
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mirror it is held tightly in place by the con 
bined action of a tension Spring 2 in each of the 
two upper arms 2 and 3 and respectively an 
chored at one end to a lug 28 at the inner end of 
each of the extension arms 6 and T, and an 
chored at the other end on a center assembling 
Screw 3. 
The manner in which the holder is assembled 

into a rigid supporting unit may be clearly seen 
upon reference to Fig. 4. As there shown, the in 
ner ends of the cross arms 3, 2, 4 and 5 may 
be formed to embody the peripheral groove 32 to 
Serve as seats for correspondingly shaped arcuate 
portions 33 and 34 on the flanged rims 35 and 33 
of tWO COOperating cups 37 and 38. 
Two locking cups 37 and 38 each consist of 

a main body portion and a rim flange. Each ririn 
flange is provided with the four cut out portions 
33, 34, disposed at right angles, in order to per 
mit the two cups to be fitted so the cut out por 
tions will Seat in the grooves 32 at the inner ends 
of the main arms and grip those inner ends of 
those main arms against relative rotation or dis 
placement. The two caps 37 and 38 are held 
tightly together by a lock screw combination con 
sisting of internally threaded ferrule 30 and a 
Small bolt 40 which threads into the ferrule 3 
and pulls it tightly to clamp the two cups 3 
and 38 together. Appropriately sized openings 
4 and 42 are provided in the two cups 3 and 
38 to accommodate the ferrule 3 and the bolt, 4. 
As previously indicated, the tension Spring 2 

is disposed in each of the upper arms 2 and 3, 
with the upper end of each spring 27 anchored 
on a lug 28 at the lower end of the extension 
arms 6 and A. The lower end of each of the 
two tension springs is formed into a loop 63 which 
is fitted around the ferrule 3 and anchored there 
on in order to put the Springs 2 under tension 
and the extension arms 6 and 2 are pulled out 

20 is shown 55 far enough to enable the brackets 20 to be fitted 
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over the upper edges of the picture or mirror 0. 
The adjustment of the lower extension arms 8 

and 9 is achieved by means of adjusting cords 45 
and 46, the inner ends of which are secured to the 
lugs 28 on the inner ends of the tension arms 8 
and 9 at the bottom of the frame. Those cords 
may be tied to the lugs in any suitable manner, 
being indicated in Fig. 2, as anchored against 
movement by the formation of a knot 47 at the 
end of the tied cord 45. 
The cap 38 is provided with two openings 48 

and 49 through which the two tie cords 45 and 
46 may be brought out from within the hollow 
arm 4 and the bracket 38. The cup 38 is further 
provided with three bridging loops 5, 52 and 
53, that are pressed from the base metal of the 
cup. The two outer loops 5 and 53 serve to 
guide the two tie cords 45 and 46 after they 
exit from the cup 38. The three loops 5, 52 
and 53 then serve as retainers to receive and 
hold correspondingly positioned fingers 55 of a 
bracing bracket 56 provided with an adjustable 
extension 57 and a locking thumb nut 58 to 
permit the mirror or picture holder to be angu 
larly adjusted with respect to a horizontal Sup 
porting surface 59 upon which the mirror may 
be supported. - 

After the two tie cords 45 and 46 pass upward 
through the guide loops 5, and 53, they extend 
along the length of the two arms 2 and l3 re 
spectively and then through corresponding tun 
nel brackets 6 and 62 that are respectively se 
cured to their associated arms 2 and 3 respec 
tively, in any suitable manner and by Spot 
Welding. 

After the two tie cords 45 and 46 are threaded 
sthrough their respective tunnel brackets 6 and 
62 they may be tied to each other to take up 
any slack, or the respective ends may then be 
'threaded through the small opening 63 or 64 in 
the respective tunnel brackets 61 or 62, and then 
knotted, so any slack remaining in the two tie 
cords will be pulled back into their respective 
cross arms out of the tension of the two tension 
springs 27, which will tend to raise the two 
cerater cups to a higher elevation. 
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4. 
By means of the construction illustrated, a 

very simple mirror and picture support is pro 
vided which may be utilized to support a picture 
Or mirror On a flat Surface, Or, when Suspended 
to support the picture or mirror on a wall. 
The invention is not necessarily limited to the 

exact details of construction that are shown, 
since various modifications may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention as set forth in the appended claim. 
What is claimed is: 
A picture holder comprising four (4) arms to 

constitute an X-frame, a center bracket em 
bracing the inner ends of the arms and consist 
ing of two circular flanged cups to be coaxially 
disposed to face each other to grip the inner 
ends of the arms between the cup flanges, with 
an axial locking screw to hold the two cups to 
gether in position to grip the inner ends of the 
arms tightly, an extension bar slideably sup 
ported on each arm, a tension Spring for each 
upper extension bar with one end of the spring 
anchored on the extension bar and the other 
end of the spring anchored on the axial locking 
screw, a flexible cord carried by "said center 
bracket and connected to each lower extension 
bar for adjustably positioning each lower ex 
tension bar, and a clamp on each extension bar 
to grip a picture edge. 
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