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UNITED STATES

ParEntT OFFICE

PERRY 4. MCCASEEY, OF LISBON, OHIO.

" GREDIT-ACCOUNTING APPLIANGE,

SPECIFICATION forming pars of Letters Patent Mo, 717,247, dated December 30,1002,
Application filed September 16, 1802, Berial Fo. 123,859, (o model.)

1o’ all whom i moy concern:
Be it known that I, PERRY A. MCcCASKEY,

" a citizen of the United States, residing ab Lis-
- bon, in the county of Columbiana and State
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‘ths orders for the goods. . :

of Ohio, kave invented new and, usefal Im-
provements in Credit - Aecounting Appli-
ances; and I do declare the followingtobe a
full, elear, and oxact description of the in-
vention, reference being had to the accompa-
nying drawings, and to the letters of refer-
enes marked thereen, which form a part of
this specifieation. s

This invention relates to appliances for the
us6 of merchants in carrying out a system of
keeping accounts against their customers

who may oy on credis, the object of the in-

veution being to provide cheap and econom-
ieal appliances whereby the credit-accounts
may be kept accurately and in the least pos-
gible amount of time without requiring other
entries than sabstantially thoss that are or-
dinarily made when making up and filling
The invention consists in esrtain novel fea-
tures of construetion in bill-files and indexes
therefor and in the parés and the combina-
tion and arrangement of parts, as hereinaf-
ter particularly deseribed and claimed.
Referring to the drawings, Figure 1 repre-
sents s bill-file perspectively that is con-
strueted substantially in accordance with my
invention, the index being exposed %o view
and the combined bill and cash drawer being
open; Fig. 2, a perspective view of one of
the plurality of bill-holders, showing the ar-
rangement of the elamps thereof and the

‘novel means for hinging the holders; Fig. 3,

a vertical sectional view lopgitudinally of
the drawer, showing the arrangement of the
bill-holdersin the filing-ease, oné of the held-
ers being open for inspection; Fig. 4, a per-
spective view of ths bare bill-helder frame
or support for the bill-holders; Tig. 5,4 frag-
mentary plan view of a bill-holder havicg a

bill thereon and a-support for the holder and.

also showing a bill-clamp and an index card
and holder; Fig. 6, a fragmentary plan view

“illustrating theindex and the mannérof using
-it; Fig. 7, a fragmentary segtional view as on
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the line x «, showing the details of construe-
tion of the index-card holder and the spring
for the bill-clamp; Fig. '8, a fragmentary side

‘view of a portion of the bill-holder frame and

spring-hinges for the biil-holders connected
therewith, this being preferably the inuer
side of an end bloek thereof; and Fig. 9, a
fragmentary view of the opposite side of the
end block shown in Fig. 8, a bill-holder be=
ing shown in conneetion therewith. .

In the drawings similar reference charac-
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ters designate like partg in the several fig- -

ures thereof.

In practically carrying cut theinventiona
cabinet-case is provided which preferably
embraces two - separate principal compart-

ments in separately-formed connected cases, -

the lower case A being designed to lie hori-

zontally, upou which is mounted the upper,
The lower case .

case in an upright position.
A has a sliding drawer B, which has indeged
partitions o and a stop-board b, all slidingly
fitted into the drawer, so that accumnlations
of bilis may be filed between the parfitions.
A portion-of the drawer may besuitably fitted
with eash-receptacles, and-the drawer may
also be conveniently used for holding mem-
orandum-books, blank bills, &e. N

The upper case C, as shown, is econnected
by its back tc the lower case A; but it may

-} be made 8o as to be detackable from the lower

case, if preferred, and it standsupon the rear
portion of the lower case and has an open
front. The top has a1id D, connected to the
back of the case O by means of hinges d, the
1id extending bayond the back of the case, so
that when the lid is elevated, as in Fig. 1, it
will stand A% an inelined angle, leaning rear-
wardly, and when io shis position a hook-
board K is detachably connected or so as to
be folded to the upper edge thereof, hooks e
being attached to the board for recelving the
hills after the orders may have been madenp
waiting for delivery, the direction of the des-
tinagion.of the goods being suitably indicated
at the hooks, as ** North,” *“South,” &e.  The

hook-board is designed to be placed in the

upper case when not in use. The upper case
C is nsually provided with a front door F,
having hinges f, especially when the case C

is intended to Do detachable from the case A
and the 1id D is employed. If theupperand

“lower cases. are permanenily conneeted fo-

gother, the 1id D may be dispensed with and
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the board E be connssted diractly to thetop
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of the case Cand the door F may be dis’pelnsed

with, in which case the index for the bill-
holders may be placed upon the top of the

- case A .instead of the'top or inner side of the

‘ers a frame ‘is provided, comprising end.
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door F, as shown. The hinges f may be at-
tached either to:the bottom g of the upper

case or to other'suitable supports. = "
For supporting and carrying the hill-hold-

blocks G G’ and a suitable eonnecting mem-
ber k, having alateh ¢ for holding the frame:
in the case. The latch may be designed to
operate in any well-known manner that may
be sunitable. The end. blocks have inclined
tops j, in which usually are grooves k, extend-
ing transversely thereof.  The- grooves are
spanned by arched caps H, which have ends
I, adapted to be attached to the end blocks by

screws m, and the capsfor each endl block are.

preferably all composed of a single strip of

‘metal and connected together, as shown.
Thus a groove and a cap. together provide

substantially a journal-bearing, or the eap
alone may provide the bearing. . o
The spring-hinges I (or the members which,
with the journal-bearings, perform the func-
tions of hinges) are composed of spring-wires
closely coiled, 30 as to neatly fill the openings

formed by the grooves and the caps or by the

caps alone in which they are mounted. Each
hinge has a stem 7 at one end and a stem p

“at the opposite end'of the coil thereof, the

latter being locked under tension to a side of
the end block by a stud g or other suitable

device, so that the stem n may normally be |

held at an angle nearly corresponding to the
plane of the tops of the end blocks and ex-
tending upwardl§ from the coil. A saitable

- number of bill-holders, as J or J', are suit-
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ably attached to the stems n, and each holder
is thus supported by two spring-hinges or
their equivalents, - Each holder is in the form
of a rectangular plate, preferably of metal,

and when properly mounted may either stand |

vertically in the uppereaseor lie horizontally
upon the lower case. In order to sécure the
holder-frame against tilting, a suitable block
or rib r is attached to the back of the upper
case, under which the member h may be
pushed and removably held." "The holders J

.are preferably stiffened by means of beaded

edges, and the side edges are preferably so
turned over as to form sockets s, adapted to
receive the stoms n and frictionally bind them
therein, ’ : o
Each bill-holder is provided with a sunitable
number of clamps K. or paper-clips composed

- of spring-wires, there being preferably ten

6o
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arranged in two rows across the holder-plate.
Numbers T. are placed in the vicinity of the
clamps for indexing purposes, and a conven-
ient mahner of numbering may include ¢1”
ta:““ 1P’ on the first holder, ““11” to *‘20” on
the second holder from the front, and so on.
In addition to the nxmbers the names of the

debtors may be written adjacent to the num-

bers; in which case it is preferable to provide

717,247

-special faeilities therefor, such as removable

card-holders M, having tongues N for secur-

- ing them in pogition and lips y, under which

the -eards O .may be ingerted and retained
thereby. Each clamp K comprises a long
looped finger extendingfrom-coils ¢, the ends
4 61 the wire extending from the coils through
openings v in the holder. J to and against

“thé opposite side thereof, the coils being
:kept in alinement by bars w, forced therein.
‘The'tongnes N are forced under the coils ¢ 7/,
“whereby the holders M are supported detach-

2bly. - ‘Ribs P-are usually attached to the
bill-holders as guides for the bills that may
be placed: under the clamps K, and as- bills
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may accumulate. it may be desirable to in- -

crease the gounterbalance for the bill-hold-

ers, in which case plates Q, having teeth R,
nmay be secured to the blocks G G’ in lieu of
the studs ¢, so that the stems.p may be ad-
justed properly and the tensions of the coils
of the hinges I graduaated.
"~ On theinnerside of the front door F or upon
the top of the lower case is the index-sheet
having the permanent index-letters, as at S.
The sheet may be card or paper and is pref-
erably covered by a glass plate T, secared by
cleats U. A supplemental index V may be
placed on the front of the front holder J, if
desir&d. The bills W may be of any suitable
form. Indexing-numbersY are placed atthe
forward edges of the bill-holders, at the outer
sides thereof, as they stand vertically, the
forward holder having the number ¢10,” the
second one ‘“20,” and so on, advaneing by
tens successively throughout the series of
holders. L

It will be understood that the bill-holders
may be larger than those illustrated,’so as to
accommodate fifteen or twenty bills,.orin ad-
dition to the spaces for bills there may be
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suitable spaces and clamps arranged for hold_- o

ing long statements of aceount. .
In practical use the bill-holders J normally
stand - uprightly and may lean toward the

haek of the case C, the indexing-numbers Y

eing. visible on all the holders, and the hold-
ers may be drawn forward, as one may be
seen in-Fig. 3, to gain access to the bills.
The spring-hinges I may be so adjusted that
the holders may lie horizontally when thus
placed, yet when placed uprightly will so re-
main. During the movements of the bill-
holders the coils of the hinges I will move
slightly in their bearings somewhat as a ro-
tative shaft, in effect, although the ends at
the stems p will be stationary, while the other
portions may be more or less strained and re-

‘laxed. The form of bill shown is well adapted

to be used in connection with the other ap-
pliances, as it has a space for .carrying for-
ward the balance due to the top of the amounts

-subsequently charged to the debtor, as will
"be seen in Fig. 5. By means of earbon-paper

the bills are made out in duplicate and the
items checked off as the goods are packed for
delivery. - Thehookseare employed for hold-
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ng the bills temporarily, and one bill is to be:

dolivered to the debsor while the other is
%0 be placed in its proper place on one of the
bill-holders, according to index system. Re-
forring to Fig 6, it will be seen that ou the in-
dex “A. 4.7 18 entered as number #1,” and
his bill will be found at that ﬂumber, ag in
Fig. 6, on the bill-holder, The bills may be
writtén at any part of the store, the only en-
tries to bé made.at the cabinet being the old
balances and the naw {ootings qhowmv the
pew balances due. .

The advantages of the appliances and the
system of a,ccoun’m:xb in the retail business
especially will be obvieus from the foregoing.

Having thus deseribed the mventxon Wwhat
is c‘aimed as new ig—— :

1. Credit-accounnting applianees including

bill-holders each having stems secured to one

edge therecf, the stems provided with elastie
portions. _a,nd supporting the bill- helders,
bearing members upon which the elastic por-
tions of the stems ave supported, and caps
extending over the elastic portions of the
stems and refaining the same on the bearmw
membels

2. Credit-accounting appliances inclnding
a frame having inclined end bloeks provided

with caps, spring-hinges comprising spring- |

¢oils meunted on the blocks beneath the caps
and having each a fixed stem and a radially-
movable stem, and bill-holders attached to

the movable stems and thereby supported by

means of the spring-hinges.
3. Credit-accounting appliances mcludm“

_ & frame having journal-bearings, spring-

hinges comprising spring-coils mounted in
the bearings and having each a fixed stem

 and a radially-movable stem at opposite ends
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thereof, and bill-holders attached to the mov-
able stems and thereby snpported by means
of the spring-hinges.

4. Credit-aceounting appliances including
a frame comprising end blocks having bear-
ingsat the topsthereof, coiled springs mouns-
ed in the bearings and havi ing each an ad-
justably-fixed stem and a radiallv movable
stem, caps attached to the frame and retain-
ing the coiled springs in th'e :bearings, and
bill-holders attached to the movable stems
and thereby supported by means of thecoiled

] .spm]o's
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Credit- aceounbmg applmnces mcluqmw
a fxame having end blocks, springs mounted

upon the bloeks, caps secured to the blocks’

. and extending over portions of the springs,

6o
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bill-holders secured to and supported entirely

by the springs, and means whereby the ten-
"sions of the springs may be variably ad-

justed.

6. Credit-accounting appliances including
a frame having end blocks, springs mounted
on the blocks, caps extending over portions
of the springs and retaining the same on the
blocks, bill-holders secured to and supported
by the springs and each having bill-clamps
and also detail inde> unv-numbers at one side

3

‘and general indexing-numbers at the oppo-.

site side thereof, and an index-sheet for the
b111 holders. ‘

Credit-accounting apphances meludmg
a 1ower case having an opening in the front
thereof, a drawer slidingly mounted im the

openmq, an upper case mounted upon’ the

rear portions of the lower case,a frame mount-
ed in the npper case and having caps secared
thereto, springs extending through the caps
and retained thereby on the frame, bill-bold-
ers secured to and supported by the springs
and having index-numbers thereon, an index-
sheet mounted on the lower case, and 2 Glass
plate mounted upon the index-sheet.

'8, Credit-accounting appliances compris-
ing a case, a front door hinged to the ease, an
indexing-sheet at the inner side of the door,
a frame comprising end blocks having in-
clined tops provided with grooves, caps span-

ning the grooves and seeured to the end.

blocks, wires coiled. in the grooves beneath
the caps and, baving movable stems project-

ing laterally from: the ends of the grooves,

bill-holders supported by the wires by means

1 of thie movable stems thereof, bill-clamps at-

tached to the holders, and bill- hooks mounted
above the case.

9. Credit-acconnting apphanees compns—
ing a case, ‘a frame mouuted in the ease and
comprising end blocks having inclined tops

previded with grooves forming besrings,
coiled springsin the bearings and ha,vmn' each

2 stem extending at a side of one of said
blocks and fixed thereto and also having a
movable stem, bill-holders attached to aud
snpported by means of the movable stems;
caps gpanning the coiled springs, elamps se-
cured to the bill-holders, 'and c¢ard-holders
secured by means of. the clamps fo the bill-
holders.

10. In ecredit- aceountmv applmnces, the
combination of a case, a hmfred front door, &
frame comprising end‘blocks having inclined
tops, caps attached to the inclined tops,wires
coiled in the caps and having movable stoms
projecting therefrom, bill-holders supported
by the wires by means of the movable stems
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thereof, bill-clamps attached to the holders, . -

& lid hinged to the case and extending beyond
the rear thereof, & removable hook-board at-
tached to the hd and the hooks attached to
the hook-board.

11. In eredit- a.ceounmntr apph&nces, the
combination of a case, 3 frame mounted in
the case,gpring-hinges mounted on the frams,
bill-holders mounted on the spring-hinges
and supported thereby, caps attached to the
frame and engaging the spring-hinges, bill-
clamps having spring-coils engaging the bill-

holders and eatried Lhereby, numbers ar-.

ranged at the bill-clamps, and ribs attached
to the bill-holders between the bill- -clamps.
12. In credit - accounting appliances, the
combination of a case, a frame mounted in
the caseand comprising end blocks, teeth pro-
Jjecting from the sides of the end bloeks, bill-
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“holders having clamps thereon, ahd springs

in connection with the bill-holders and hav-
ing stems engaging the teeth whereby the ten-
sion of the springs may be adjusted.

"~ 13. In credit-accounting -appliances, the
combination of a case, a frame esounted in
the ease,spring-hinges mounted on the frame,

“bill-holders mounted on the spring-hinges
_and having apertures therein,and bill-clamps

io

having spring-coils adjacent to the apertures.
and also having ends extending through the
apertures and against the opposite side of
the holders. s L

717,247

14. In credit-aceounting appliances, the
combination of a case, a frame mounted in
the case, spring-hinges mounted on the frame
and having projeeting stems, and bill-holders
having the side edges thereof turned over

_the stems and thereby supporting the bill-

holders. _ )
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses. - -
PERRY A. McCASKEY.
Witnesses: )
BERTHA W. JOHNSON,
JaMes W. CLARK.
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