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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM  PCTASA/ 21(

This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of)
inventions in this international appiication, as follows:

1. claims: 1-19,34-50

An apparatus comprising a centrifuging means having a first
containing means for storing a liquid at a distance from the
rotation axis; a second containing means for storing a
liquid at a distance from the rotation axis; a 1iquid
transferring means for transferring a 1iquid between at
Teast one of the first containing means and the second
containing means; and a balancing means for substantially
neutralizing an unbalance of the centrifuging means as it
occurs, whereby the balancing means comprises a plurality of
ponderous satellites (23) in a housing (121) defining a
circular orbit along which the ponderous satellites can move
substantially freely, and further comprises a plurality of
stopping means (132) for temporarily stopping the ponderous
satellites when the centrifuging means does not rotate and
the balancing assembly (120, 135) is inclined to no more
than a predetermined angle with respect to a horizontal
plane.

2. claims: 1+(20-23),51-65
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA/ 21(

An apparatus comprising a centrifuging means having a first
containing means for storing a Tiquid at a distance from the
rotation axis; a second containing means for storing a
11quid at a distance from the rotation axis; a liquid
transferring means for transferring a liquid between at
least one of the first containing means and the second
containing means; and a balancing means for substantially
neutralizing an unbalance of the centrifuging means as it
occurs, wherein the first containing means comprises at
least one separation compartment (53; 141) and the second
containing means comprises at Jleast one storage container
(34; 341, 342, 343. 344), and the at least one separation
compartment is further apart from the rotation axis than the
at least one storage container, as well as

a method for separating a volume of composite Tiquid into at
least a first component and a second component using a rotor
(32, 33, 34, 35) comprising a turntable (35) for supporting
a separation bag (1) and a central container (34) for
receiving at least one satellite bag (2, 3, 4) connected to
the separation bag, where the method comprising the steps
of: providing a separation bag fluidly connected to at Teast
one satellite bag (2, 3, 4) containing a volume of composite
1iquid; securing the separation bag (1) to the turntable
(35); securing the at least one satellite bag (2, 3, 4)
within the central container (34) so that a lower portion
thereof is closer to the rotation axis (31) than an upper
portion thereof, wherein the at Teast one satellite bag is
connected to the separation bag (1), and so that a content
of the at least one satellite bag drains under
centrifugation forces into the separation bag when the rotor
is rotated at a transfer speed; rotating the rotor so as to
transfer at least a fraction of the volume of liquid from
the at least one satellite bag into the separation bag; and
substantially neutralizing an unbalance of the rotor caused
by the transfer of Tiquid.

3. claims: 1+(24-33)
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/AISA/ 210

An apparatus comprising a centrifuging means having a first
containing means for storing a 1iquid at a distance from the
rotation axis; a second containing means for storing a
liquid at a distance from the rotation axis; a liguid
transferring means for transferring a Tiquid between at
Teast one of the first containing means and the second
containing means; and a balancing means for substantially
neutralizing an unbalance of the centrifuging means as it
occurs, wherein the Tiquid transferring means comprises a
first transferring means including a pumping means (60) for
transferring a separated component from at least one
separation bag (1) contained in the first containing means
(53; 141) into at least one satellite bag (2, 3, 4)
contained in the second containing means (53; 141), or
wherein the 1iquid transferring means comprises a first
transferring means including a squeezing means (37, 38, 54,
55, 60) for squeezing at least one separation bag (1)
contained in the first containing means (53; 141) so as to
cause a transfer of a separated component into at least one
satellite bag (2, 3, 4) contained in the second containing
means (34; 341, 342, 343. 344), or
wherein the transferring means transfers a liquid from at
least one satellite bag (2, 3, 4) contained in the second
containing means (34; 341, 342, 343. 344) into at least one
?eparat;on bag (1) contained in the first containing means
53;141).
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