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This invention relates to an improved 
method of ornamenting sheet rubber and to 
the article produced by said method. 
The effect produced by the method here 

inafter described is to give the sheet rubber 
the appearance of a fabric. . 
The invention consists in the improved 

method and article of manufacture herein 
after described in the specification and par 

10 ticularly pointed out in the claims. 
Referring to the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a plan view of a piece of sheet 

rubber embodying our invention. 
Fig. 2 is a section taken online 2-2, Fig.1. 
Like numerals refer to like parts in the 

views of the drawings. 
In the drawings, 5 is a sheet of rubber. 6. 

as are projections thereon, and 7 are different 
groups of lines 8. It will be seen that the 

20 lines 8 of each individual group 7 are paral 
lel to each other, but that the lines in each 
group are positioned at angles to the lines of 
the different groups adjacent thereto. 
The article of manufacture of this inven 

25 tion is manufactured by passing sheet rub 
ber between a pair of cold calender rolls, 
one of which is pebbled by covering the pe 
riphery of the roll with a large number of 
indentations and when the sheet rubber is 

so passed between the calender rolls it is forced 
into the indentations and produces on one 

15 

face of the rubber a large number of small 
projections. After thus embossing the rubber 
sheet it is vulcanized. 
The next step in the method of manufac 

turing the article of this invention is to ap 
ply a suitable powder, such as starch powder, 
on the pebbled surface of the sheet to prevent 
sticking; then the surplus of the starch pow 
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40 
then printed on the pebbled side with any 
design desired, by means of a printing? int either a platen press or a rotary press, er's inkgives sitisfactory results. The result, 
as indicated in the drawing, gives the sheet 
rubber the ?????? of a fabric. Any de sired color of ink may be used for the print 
ing and any desired design may be employed. 

o obtain variety in the appearance of the 
50 article manufactured by this method, the 
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projections in other 

group being parallel to each other and posi 

ber which consists in 

der is dusted off of the sheet, and the sheet is 

sheet of rubber may be of a different color 
from the ink of the design printed thereon. 

It will be noted that while the lines of in 
dentations in the calender, and therefore the 
projections 6 on the sheet of rubber, are ar 
tranged parallel to each other, yet the lines 
printed on the pebbled surface of the rubber 
give the appearance of the projections being 
arranged in groups, the projections in one 
group ???????????????{ in lines parallel to each other and having the appearance of being 
positioned in lines at an angle to the lines of 

groups adjacent thereto. 
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We claim:-- 
1. The method of ornamenting sheet rub 

ber which consists in passing sheet rubber be 
tween a pair of calender rolls, one of which is pebbled, then applying powder to the peb 
bled surface of the sheet, then removing the surplus powder, and subsequently printing a 
design comprising a plurality of groups of 
parallel lines, the lines of each group being 
positioned at different angles to lines of the 
other groups. 

2. As an article of manufacture, sheet rub 
ber having on one face thereof a plurality of 
projections and said face having a design 
printed in ink thereon and consisting of a 
plurality of groups of lines, the lines of each 
tioned at an angle to the lines of other groups. SO 

3. The method of ornamenting sheet rub 
assing sheet rubber 

between a pair of calender rolls, one of which i? pebbled, and subsequently printing a de 
signon the pebbled surface of saidsheet, com prising a plurality of groups of parallel lines, 
the lines of each group being positioned at 
different angles to lines of the other groups. 
In testimony whereof we have hereunto set 

our hands. 
ALFRED A. GLIDDEN. 
FRANK D. BEAN. 
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