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This invention relates to a latch mechanism for swing 
ing doors, particularly the doors of automobiles or other 
vehicle bodies, an object of the invention being to provide 
an improved door latch mechanism which is characterized 
by its simplicity and compactness of construction and 
which is relatively small in size, economical to manu 
facture, comparatively quiet in operation and efficient in 
Sc. 
More particularly, the present invention is embodied in 

an improved door latch mechanism having a pivoted or 
Swingable latch device, a pivoted dog or detent cooper 
able therewith, and shiftable detent release means mount 
ed on a supporting plate or the like at the free edge wall 
of the door, the detent release means being operable from 
either the outside or the inside of the door. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide an 
improved mechanism for rendering the detent release 
means inoperable from the outside of the vehicle door to 
release or disengage the detent from the latch device, 
said mechanism comprising a movable blocking member 
preferably mounted on a flange extending from the inner 
edge of the supporting plate, said blocking member being 
normally spring urged into non-blocking position, and 
inner manually operable means operative to move and 
retain said blocking member in blocking position, said 
inner manually operable means also being operative to 
actuate the detent release means to cause the latter to 
disengage the detent from the latch device. 

in a first embodiment of the present invention, the 
blocking member may be placed in blocking relation to 
the detent release means regardless of whether or not 
the latch device is in door latched or door unlatched 
position. Thus, in this embodiment the latch mecha 
nism may be placed in door locked condition if the door 
is opened or closed. If the blocking member is placed in 
door locked condition when the door is open, the door 
may be closed without disrupting the relationship of the 
blocking member to the detent release means. 

In a second embodiment of the invention herein illus 
trated, the blocking member may only be placed in 
blocking relationship to the detent release means when 
the latch mechanism is in door latched condition. In 
this embodiment, a portion of the detent release means 
is adapted to block movement of the blocking member 
into blocking relationship as long as the latch mechanism 
is in door unlatched condition. After movement of the 
latch mechanism from door unlatched to door latched 
condition, such as occurs when the door is moved from 
its open to a closed position, the blocking member may 
then be moved into blocking relationship relative to the 
detent release means. 

Further objects and features of the particular embodi 
ments of the invention herein illustrated will appear in 
the following description, reference being had to the 
accompanying drawings forming a part of the Specifica 
tion wherein like reference numerals designate corre 
sponding parts in the several views. 
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Fig, 1 is an elevation showing the latch mechanism 

2 
parts mounted on the inner side of the latch mechanism 
Support plate, 

Fig. 2 is a section taken substantially through lines 
2-2 of Fig. 1 looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Fig. 3 is a view taken substantially in the direction of 
the arrows 3-3 of Fig. 4 showing in solid outline the 
relationship of the latch mechanism latch bolt to a striker 
or keeper device when the latch bolt is in door latched 
position. 

Fig. 4 is a section taken substantially through lines 
4-4 of Fig. 3 looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Fig. 5 is a view substantially similar to Fig. 2 illustrat 
ing parts of the latch mechanism in “door locked posi 
tion.” 

Fig. 6 is a view in part similar to Fig. 1 illustrating 
a second embodiment of the present invention. 

Fig. 7 is a view taken substantially through line 7-7 
of Fig. 6 looking in the direction of the arrows. 

Before explaining in detail the present invention it is 
to be understood that the invention is not limited to the 
details of construction and arrangement of parts illus 
trated in the accompanying drawings, since the inven 
tion is capable of other embodiments, and of being prac 
ticed or carried out in various ways. Also, it is to be 
understood that the phraseology or terminology employed 
therein is for the purpose of description and not of limi 
tation. 

In the drawings there is illustrated, by way of example, 
particular embodiments of the present invention as ap 
plied to the doors and frame structures of an automobile 
body. The latch device embodied in Figs. 1 to 5 in 
clusive comprises a case plate G provided with screw 
bosses 1 by means of which the case plate 9 is secured 
to the inner side of the jamb portion or free edge wall 
12 of a vehicle door. The case plate ic terminates at 
its inner edge in a flange 13 which is adapted to be posi 
tioned along the inner panel of the door. The latch 
mechanism is provided with a latch bolt 4 positioned at 
the outer side of the case plate it. This latch bolt 14 
is a lever-like or finger-like element which will be de 
scribed in greater detail. The latch bolt 14 is mounted 
on a shaft 15 extending through an aperture in the case 
plate, suitable bearing means being provided to journal 
the shaft in the case plate. 

Rigidly mounted on the other or inner end portion of 
the shaft 15 is a rotatable detent. engaging member or 
ratchet member 16. The ratchet member 6 is formed 
on its periphery with spaced abutments or teeth 7 and 
18. Pivotally mounted on a shoulder rivet 9 secured 
to the case plate 10 is a swinging detent, pawl or dog 
20, which has a downwardly extending portion 21 engage 
able with the abutments or teeth 7 and 8. When the 
bolt 4 is in unlatched position an abutment 22, on the 
ratchet member i6 is adapted to be in engagement with 
a stop lug. or pin 23 mounted on the case plate. 10. 
When the ratchet member 6 has been rotated in a clock 
wise direction, as viewed in Fig. 1, to place the detent 
portion 21 in engagement with the abutment 17, the bolt 
14 is said to be in safety locking position. And, when 
the detent portion 2 is in engagement with the abut 
ment 18, as shown in Fig. 1, the latch bolt 4 is in final 
locking position. - 

Associated with the detent 20 is a detent actuating or 
release lever 24 which is pivoted upon the shoulder rivet 
19, so as to be swingable about a common pivot axis with 
the detent 20. The release ever 24 has a downwardly 
extending arm 25 terminating in a lateral flange 26 posi 
tioned for engagement by a plunger or the like which 
may be shifted inwardly to swing the lever 24 about its 
pivot 19 by any suitable manually operable means on 
the outside of the door such, for example, as a handle 
or by any other preferred means such as a push button 
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associated with an outside door handle. The release 
lever 24 has an inwardly extending arm or portion 27 
having appended thereto an extension 28 reaching to the 
support flange 13. The flange 13 may be slotted, as at 
29, to provide clearance for the extension end 28-of-the 
arm. 27. - 

The detent 20 is yieldingly urged toward the ratchet 
member 16 and the detent release lever 24 is urged-out 
wardly toward its retracted position, as shown in Fig. 1, 
by means of a common spring 30. The spring 30 has a 
horizontally extending arm 31 the end of which "engages 
a lug 32 on the detent 20. The detent lug 32 projects 
through an aperture 33 in the arm 27 of the release lever. 
The lug 32 abuts the lower edge of the aperture 33. The 
inner end of the spirally wound coil portion 34 of the 
spring 30 is secured to a notched portion or kerf 35 of 
the pivot stud 19. The effort exerted by the spring 30 
in urging the detent 20 into engagement with the ratchet 
member 16, as shown in Fig. 1, will be transmitted 
through the lug 32 to the abutting edge of the detent 
release lever 24, thereby urging the latter toward its 
retracted position. The final retracted position of the 
release lever 24 is determined by the lower edge of the 
extension 28 thereof abutting the lower edge of the slot 
29 in the flange. It should also be noted that the down 
wardly extending arm 25 of the release lever 24 is off-set 
so that it will pass over the stop 23, the stop pin 23 having 
only the function of limiting the extent of movement of 
the ratchet 16 in a clockwise direction as viewed in 
Fig. 1. 

Pivoted to the case plate flange 13, by-means of a 
pivot stud or shoulder rivet 36, is a bell crank lever 37 having an upwardly extending arm 38 and a generally 
horizontally extending arm 39 extending in the direction 
of the case plate 10 and of sufficient length to under-lie 
the extension 28 of the release lever 24. 
The present latch mechanism is preferably operated 

from the inside of the door through the medium of a 
remote control mechanism including a longitudinally 
shiftable draft link 40 which is pivotally connected by 
rivet means 41 to the upper end of the bell crank arm 38. 
The remote control mechanism is preferably manually 
actuated from the inside of the door remote from the 
case plate 10 by means of a door handle (not shown) 
which may be swung in a desired direction. It will be 
understood that by swinging the lever 37 in a counter 
clockwise direction, as viewed in Fig. 2, the arm 39 will 
engage the extension 28 of the release lever thereby 
causing the release lever to pivot about its pivotal axis 19 
in a clockwise direction as viewed in Fig. 1. Through 
the abutting relationship of the lug 32 with the edge of 
the aperture 33 in the release lever arm 27, swinging 
movement of the release lever in a clockwise direction 
will cause the detent 20 to be swung upwardly out of 
engagement with the ratchet teeth. Thereby, the ratchet 
is free to move in door unlatching direction. A similar 
detent disengaging movement occurs when the release 
lever 25 is swung toward the case plate fange 13 by 
operation of the outside door handle, push button or the 
like, the motion of the release lever being transmitted to 
the detent through the abutting relationship of the edge 
of the detent arm 27, aperture 33 and the detent lug. 32. 
A spirally wound spring 42 having its inner-end 

seated in a notch or kerf 43 in the inner end of the shaft 
15 and its outer end hooked on to a lug 44 turned up 
wardly from the case plate flange 0 is provided to ensure 
retraction of the latch bolt to its unlatched position upon 
release of the detent arm 21 from the ratchet member 16. 
In the latch mechanism illustrated in the embodiment 
of Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive, means is provided for restraining 
or blocking the detent release lever 24 against movement 
in detent disengaging direction by the means manually 
operable from the outside of the door. The blocking 
means comprises a lever means, generally designated 45. 
The blocking lever means 45 is pivotally mounted on the 

4. 
case plate flange 13 by means of a shoulder rivet or pivot 
stud 46. As best viewed in Fig. 2, the blocking lever 
comprises a member having an upwardly extending arm 
47 terminating in a hook portion 48 adapted to overlie 

5 the extension 28 of the release lever arm 27. The block 
ing lever 45 has a second angularly inclined upwardly 
extending arm 49 adapted to underlie the bell crank lever 
arm. 39. The arm 49 terminates in a lug 50. As shown 
in Fig. 2, the blocking lever 45 is continually urged by a 
spring 51 so that its arm 47 lies in abutting relation to 
the case plate flange 13. The spring 51 has its inner 
end seated in a notch or kerf 52 in the shoulder rivet 46. 
The free end 53 of the spring is provided with a hook 
adapted to hook over the lug 50 of the arm 49 of the 
blocking lever. 
To place the latch mechanism in "door locked position" 

the blocking lever 45 must be moved from the position 
shown in Fig. 2 to the position shown in Fig. 5. This is 
accomplished through the remote control mechanism, as 

20 represented by the draft link 40. Movement of the draft 
link 40 to the right, as viewed in Fig. 5, results in the 
bell crank lever being swung in a clockwise direction. 
"The arm 39 of the bell crank lever 37 will abut the lug 
50 of the blocking lever :45 urging the arm 49 of the 
blocking lever in a downward direction causing the block 
'ing lever to be swung in a counter-clockwise direction as 
viewed in Figs. 2 and 5. The.hook portion 48 of the 
blocking lever arm 47 will hook over the extension 28 of 
the release-lever arm 27. 

It will be understood that the remote, control mecha 
nism adapted for use with the present latch mechanism 
is of the type wherein when the inside door handle is 

- swung in a direction so as to shift the draft link 40 to 
the right, as viewed in Figs. 2 and 5, the draft link will 

85-be-held in its shifted position by suitable means within 
the remote control mechanism. This is ... conventional 
structure well known in the prior art and therefore is 
not being explained in any greater detail. As long as 
the draft link 40 and the bell crank lever 37 are held in 

40, the position shown in Fig. 5, the spring 51 will be ineffec 
-tive to restore the blocking lever 45 to its non-blocking 
position, the position shown in Fig. 2. As soon as the 
remote control mechanism is restored to a neutral posi 
tion, so that the draft link 40 and the bell crank lever 

45 37 are able to reassume the position shown in Fig. 2, the 
spring 51 will immediately kick the blocking lever 45 
over to non-blocking position, the position shown in 
Fig. 2. 

It will be noted in this embodiment that the detent 
50 20 is movable independently of the release lever 24. 

Thus, if the latch bolt 14 is in door unlatched position, 
upon swinging of the door to closed position, the detent 
20 will merely ride over the teeth on the ratchet 16 until 
it drops into final locked position. The up and down 

55 movement of the detent portion 21 is not reflected in any 
movement of the detent release lever 24, since the lug 32 
on the detent arm 21 will merely move up and down 
within the aperture 33 in the detent release lever arm 27. 
Thus, in this embodiment the remote control handle may 

60 be moved to door locked condition even if the door is in 
opened or door unlatched condition. Although, by so 
doing, the release lever 24 may be blocked against swing 
ing movement in a clockwise direction as viewed in Fig. 1, 
the detent 20 remains freely movable as the ratchet 16 

65 turns upon the latch bolt engaging the striker or keeper 
- upon the door being moved to a closed position. 

The second embodiment of the invention, that is illus 
trated in Figs. 6 and 7, shows a construction and ar 
rangement wherein the release lever 24 may be blocked 

70 against disengagement of the detent 20 from the ratchet 
only when the vehicle door is in closed position, that is, 
the latch bolt is in door latched position. In this em 
bodiment the detent arm 21 is coupled to the release lever 
arm 27 by a rivet 54. Further, the ratchet, herein desig 

75-nated:55, is provided with a shoulder portion:56 not 
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shown on the previously described ratchet 16. In all 
other respects the construction of the present embodiment 
is similar to that of the previously described embodiment. 
The operation of the embodiment shown in Figs. 6 

and 7 is as follows: To release the detent portion 2 
from the ratchet teeth 17 or 18, the detent release lever 
means 24 must be swung in a clockwise direction as 
viewed in Fig. 6. This may be done by exerting from 
the outside of the vehicle door a force on the flange 26 of 
the arm 25 of the detent release lever 24 to swing the arm 
25 toward the flange 13. Or, from the inside of the door 
the release lever may be swung in a clockwise direction by 
actuation of the remote control mechanism in such a 
manner as to cause the bell crank lever arm 39 to engage 
the underside of extension 28 of the release lever arm 27 
thereby causing the arm 27 to be raised upwardly. Upon 
movement of the detent portion 21 out of the path of the 
ratchet teeth 17 or 18, spring 42 will cause the bolt 4 and 
ratchet 16 to be thrown to door unlatched position. 
When in such position, as shown in Fig. 6, the detent por 
tion 21 will ride upon the high spot 56 of the ratchet. 
Since the detent 28 and the release lever arm 24 are 
riveted together by the rivet 54, the release lever 24 will 
be maintained in angular relationship to its normal re 
tracted position. The extension 28 of the release lever 
arm 27 will lie in the path of the hook portion 48 of the 
blocking lever 45. Even if the remote control mechanism 
is actuated so as to attempt to swing the blocking mem 
ber 45 in a counter-clockwise direction as viewed in Fig. 
7, the abutting relationship of the extension 28 to the 
hook portion 48 will prevent the blocking lever 45 from 
being moved into blocking position. 

Only when the vehicle door has been moved from an 
open to a closed position so that the latch bolt 4 is moved 
from door unlatched to door latched position will the 
detent portion 21 permit the detent 20 and thereby the 
release lever 24 to drop to their normal retracted position. 
It is in this position that the hook freely passes over the 
top of the release lever arm extension 28. If desired, the 
depth of the safety tooth 17 on the ratchet 6 may be 
such that the downward movement of the detent and 
release lever resulting from movement of the latch bolt to 

- safety latch position would be insufficient to permit the 
hook portion to pass over the top of the extension arm 
28. Only the final locking tooth 8 would have sufficient 
depth to permit the detent 28 and release lever 24 to 
swing fully to retracted position. 
As was briefly stated in the foregoing the latch bolt de 

-vice 14 is a lever-like or finger-like element. The latch 
bolt 14 has a Substantially figure eight contour. The 
latch bolt is pivotally mounted on the case plate 1) by 
means of the shaft 15, the pivot axis being substantially 
at the center of the upper portion 57 of the bolt. When 
the latch bolt 14 is in door latched position it extends 
in a substantially vertical direction and is swingable in a 
plane parallel to the front face of the case plate 10. The 
latch bolt 14 has two other possible positions in which it 
may be maintained as illustrated in dot and dash outline 
in Fig. 3. When the latch bolt lies along the line 58 it is 
in unlatched position. When the latch bolt lies along 
the line 59 it is in the safety latched position. In other 
words, when the detent portion 23 is engaged with tooth 
A8 of the ratchet 16, the latch bolt will have the position 
-shown in solid outline in Fig. 3. When the detent arm 
21 is in engagement with the tooth 7 of the ratchet 15, 
the latch bolt will have the position along the line 539 
shown in Fig. 3, which position corresponds to the safety 
latching position. And, when the detent arn 21 lies 
against the periphery of the ratchet 6, as it will when 
the abutment 22 is in abutting relation to the stop pin 23, 
the latch bolt will have the position shown in Fig. 3 in 
-which it lies along the line 58. The latch bolt is moved 
from door unlatched condition to door latched condition 
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6 
by engagement with a striker device, generally designated 
60. 
The striker or keeper device 60, as best seen in Fig. 3, 

has in general the form of the letter C open to the outside. 
It is preferably made of a unitary piece of material and 
comprises an upper or head portion 61 having a substan 
tially flat lower surface 62, a descendent or erect rib 63 
and a foot portion 64 of essentially hook form. The 
rib 63 is provided with a cam section 65 located inter 
mediate the upper and lower portions of the striker. 
When the latch bolt is in door unlatched condition and 

the door is moved from an opened to a closed position 
the lower portion 66 of the latch bolt is adapted to engage 
the cam portion 65 of the rib 63. Thus, as the door is 
continued in its direction of closing movement the lower 
portion 66 of the latch will be swung in a clockwise direc 
tion, as viewed in Fig. 3, so that the lower portion 66 of 
the latch bolt nestles within the pocket 67 of the hook 
portion 64 of the keeper or striker 60. Swinging move 
ment of the latch bolt 14 about its pivot axis 15 is trans 
mitted through the shaft 15 to the ratchet 16 causing 
the latter to be swung in a counter-clockwise direction as 
viewed in Fig. 1. Should the closing movement of the 
door be halted upon the detent 20 passing over the tooth 
17, the door would be said to be in safety latched posi 
tion. The latch bolt would have only moved from the 
line 58 to the line 59 and although it would be retained 
within the striker, it would only be relatively loosely held 
therein. When the door is completely closed, the detent 
20 is in abutting relation to the tooth 18 of the ratchet 
16, and the latch bolt will be in relationship to the striker 
in the position as shown in Fig. 3. It will be noted 
that the distance between the lower surface of the upper 
head portion and the bottom of the recess or pocket 67 
in the hook portion is substantially equal to the longitudi 
nal length of the latch bolt 4. The fit of the latch bolt 
within the confines of the striker must necessarily be a 
rather accurate one thereby preventing the door from 
being movable in a substantially up and down direction 
when the door is in door latched condition. 
The striker 60 is provided with a steel plate 68 which 

substantially closes of the one side of the striker, as shown 
in Fig. 4. Thus, should the vehicle be involved in an acci 
dent which might tend to separate the free edge wall 12 
of the door from the body pillar 69 in a direction laterally 
of the direction in which the two are normally relatively 
movable, the plate 68 would permit limited movement 
of the bolt 4 laterally of the striker but not to such an ex 
tent as would permit the bolt to be disengaged in a lateral 
direction from the striker. Both the bolt and the retain 
ing plate are made of steel having high strength character 
istics adapted to withstand most any force except one that 
Would literally tear the vehicle apart. As illustrated, in 
Fig. 4, the steel retaining plate is secured to the keeper 
frame by the same screws 70 adapted to mount the keeper 
on the vehicle body pillar 69. 

1 claim: - 

1. In a latch mechanism for a swinging door, a support 
having a main plate portion for disposition at the free 
edge wall of the door and having a flange extending from 
the inner edge of said main plate portion, latch device 
means pivotally mounted on said main plate portion, de 
tent means pivotally mounted on said main plate portion 
for engagement with said latch device means, a swingable 
detent means release lever pivotally mounted on said plate 
portion and adapted to be operated from the outside of 
the door, said release lever having an extension extending 
toward said flange, a blocking lever pivotally mounted on 
said flange, said blocking lever having a hook portion 
adapted to engage said extension thereby to block swing 
ing movement of said release lever, yieldable means nor 
mally urging said blocking lever into non-blocking posi 
tion, and inner manually operable means operative in one 
direction to engage said extension to swing said release 



2,946,613 

leverto disengage the detent means from said latch device 
and operative in the opposite direction to swing said 
blocking lever into blocking position, said inner manually 
'operable means being effective to hold said blocking lever 
in blocking position against the resistance of said yield 
able means. 

2. In a latch mechanism for a swinging door, a support 
having a main plate portion for disposition at the free 
edge wall of the door and having a flange extending from 
the inner edge of said main plate portion, latch device 

- means pivotally mounted on said main plate portion, de 
tent means mounted on said main plate portion for en 
gagement with said latch device means, a detent means 
release lever mounted on said - main plate portion, said 
detent means and release lever being mounted for inde 
pendent pivotal movement about a common pivot axis, 
said release lever having an extension extending toward 
said flange, a blocking lever pivotally mounted on said 
flange, said blocking lever having a hook portion adapted 
to engage said extension thereby to block swinging move 
'ment of said release lever, yieldable means normally urg 
ing said blocking lever into non-blocking position, and in 
ner manually operable means operative in one direction 
to engage said extension to swing said release lever to dis 
engage the detent means from said latch device and opera 
tive in the opposite direction to swing said blocking lever 
into blocking position, said inner manually operable 
means being effective to hold said blocking lever in block 
ing position against the resistance of said yieldable means. 

3. In a latch mechanism for a swinging door, a support 
having a main plate portion for disposition at the free 
edge wall of the door and having a flange extending from 

...the inner edge of said main plate portion, latch device 
means pivotally mounted on said main plate portion for 
movement between door latched and door unlatched posi 

- 

- 

-- 

tions, spring means normally urging said latch device . 
means to door unlatched position, detent means mounted 
on said main plate portion engageable with said latch de 
vice means to maintain the same in door latched position, 
a detent means release lever mounted on said main plate 
portion, said detent means and release lever being 
mounted for independent pivotal movement about a com 
mon pivot axis, said release lever having an extension 
extending toward said flange, a blocking lever pivotally 
mounted on said flange, said blocking lever having a hook 
portion adapted to engage said extension thereby to block 
swinging movement of said release lever, said release 
lever being adapted to be blocked regardless of the posi 
tion of said latch device means, yieldable means nor 
mally urging said blocking lever into non-blocking posi 
tion, and inner manually operable means operative in one 
direction to engage said extension to swing said release 
lever to disengage the detent means from said latch device 
and operative in the opposite direction to swing and main 
tain said blocking lever in blocking position, said inner 
manually operable means being effective to hold said 
blocking lever in blocking position against the resistance 
of said yieldable means. 

4. In a latch mechanism for a swinging door, a support 
having a main plate portion for disposition at the free 
edge wall of the door and having a flange extending from 
the inner edge of said main plate portion, latch device 
means pivotally mounted on said main plate portion for 
movement between door latched and door unlatched posi 
tions, spring means normally urging said latch device 
means to door unlatched position, detent means mounted 
on said main plate portion engageable with said latch de 
vice means to maintain the same in door latched position, 
a detent means release lever mounted on said main plate 
sportion, said detent means and release lever being 
mounted for coupled pivotal movement about a common 
pivot axis, said release lever having an extension extend 

-ing toward said flange, a blocking lever pivotally mounted 
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adapted to engage said extension thereby to block swing 
ing movement of said release lever, yieldable means 
normally urging said blocking lever into non-blocking 
position, inner manually operable means operative to 
swing said blocking lever in blocking position, said inner 
manually operable means being effective to hold said 
blocking lever in blocking position against the resistance 
of said yieldable means, and means effective to prevent 
blocking movement of said blocking lever when said latch 
device means is in door unlatched position. 

5. in a latch mechanism for a swinging door, a support 
having a main plate portion for disposition at the free 

- edge wall of the door and having a flange extending from 
the inner edge of said main plate portion, latch device 
means pivotally mounted on said main plate portion for 
movement between door latched and door unlatched posi 
tions, spring means normally urging said latch device 
means to door unlatched position, detent means mounted 
on said main plate portion engageable with said latch.de 
vice means to maintain the same in door latched position, 
a detent means release lever mounted on said main plate 
portion, said detent means and release lever being mounted 
for coupled pivotal movement about a common pivot 
axis, said release lever having an extension extending 
toward said flange, a blocking lever pivotally mounted on 
said flange, said blocking lever having a hook portion 
adapted to engage said extension thereby to block swinging 
movement of said release lever, yieldable means normally 
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urging said blocking lever into non-blocking position, 
inner manually operable means operative in one direction 
to engage said extension to swing said release lever to dis 
engage the detent means from said latch device and opera 
tive in the opposite direction to swing said blocking lever 
in blocking position, said inner manually operable means 
being effective to hold said blocking lever in blocking 
position against the resistance of said yieldable means, 
and means effective to prevent blocking movement of said 
blocking lever when said latch device means is in door 
unlatched position. - 

6. In a latch mechanism for a swinging door, a support 
having a main plate portion for disposition at the free 
edge wall of the door and having a flange extending from 
the inner edge of said main plate portion, latch device 
means pivotally mounted on said main plate portion, de 
tent means mounted on said main plate portion for en 
gagement with said latch device means, a swingable de 
tent means release lever pivotally mounted on said plate 
portion and adapted to be operated from the outside of the 
door, said release lever having an extension extending 
toward said flange, a blocking lever pivotally mounted on 
said flange, said blocking lever having a blocking portion 
adapted to engage said extension thereby to block swing 
ing movement of said release lever, said blocking lever 
having an arm portion, spring means biasing said arm 
portion and normally urging said blocking lever into non 
blocking position, and inner manually operable means in 
cluding a bell crank lever having an arm operative upon 
said bell crank lever being swung in one direction to en 
gage said extension to swing said release lever to disengage 
the detent means from said latch device, said arm being 
operative upon said bell crank being swung in the op 
posite direction to engage said arm portion and swing said 
blocking portion into blocking position, said arm being 
effective to hold said blocking lever in blocking position 
against the biasing force of said spring. 

7. In a latch mechanism for a swinging door, a support 
having a main plate portion for disposition at the free 
edge wall of the door and having a flange extending from 
the inner edge of said main plate portion, latch device 
means pivotally mounted on said main plate portion, de 
tent means mounted on said main plate portion for en 
gagement with said latch device means, a swingable detent 
means release lever pivotally mounted on said plate por 

tron said flange, said blocking-lever having a hook portion .75 tion and adapted to be operated from the outside of the 
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door, said release lever having an extension extending 
toward said flange, a blocking lever pivotally mounted on 
said flange, said blocking lever having a blocking portion 
adapted to engage said extension thereby to block swing 
ing movement of said release lever, said blocking lever 
having an arm portion, spring means biasing said arm 
portion and normally urging said blocking lever into non 
blocking position, inner manually operable means includ 
ing a bell crank lever having an arm operative upon said 
bell crank lever being swung in one direction to engage 
said extension to swing said release lever to disengage the 
detent means from said latch device, said arm being op 
erative upon said bell crank being swung in the opposite 
direction to engage said arm portion and swing said block 
ing portion into blocking position, said arm being effective 
to hold said blocking lever in blocking position against 
the biasing force of said spring, and means effective to 
prevent blocking movement of said blocking lever when 
said latch device means is in door unlatched position, 
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