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To all whom it may concern. 
Be it known that I, HIRAM. L. FARRIER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing in Oak 
land, county of Alameda, State of California, 
have invented an Improvement in Barbed 
Wire Stretchers; and I hereby declare the fol 
lowing to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the same. 
Myinvention relates to an implement which 

is especially adapted for the putting up of 
barbed-wire fences. 

It consists in certain details of construc 
tion, which will be more fully explained by 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in 
which 

Figure 1 is a view of the implement, show 
ing the relative arrangement of the parts. 
Fig. 2 is a detail of the central portion of the 
stretcher. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

convenient implement for use in putting up 
barbed-wire fences, and by which the posts 
may be set and the wire conveyed from post 
tO post and stretched and fastened thereon 
Without the aid of supplemental posts or at 
tachments. It has hitherto been the practice 
to stretch the Wire by means of some attach 
ment beyond the post to which it is to be fas 
tened, and each length is thus stretched. In 
my invention thisis effected by a device which 
is in itself sufficient and does away with sup 
plemental attachments. 
A is an ironbar, preferably about four feet 

in length. This bar has formed at one end 
an enlargement a, which serves for tamping 
in the dirt when the post is being set. This 
enlargement may be cast separate and se 
cured upon the iron or steel bar in any suit 
able manner. The other end of the bar is 
ScreW-threaded and adapted to receive a 
socket, which fits upon the screw-threads and 
has its outer end flattened to form a crowbar 
C., by which rocks or other obstructions are 
loosened and removed when post-holes are be 
ing dug. Between the ends of the bar A is a 
flattened depression D, and within this de 
pression is pivoted or fulcrumed a swivel 
plate E. This plate is fulcrumed near one 
end, and the other end, which is corrugated, 
So as to have a sufficient bite or hold upon 
the Wire, SWings near the opposite end of the 

depression D, so that when the wire is laid into 
this depression the plate E may be turned, so 
that its rounded and corrugated end will bind 
the wire against the end of the depression and 
thus hold it firmly. The bar, being held hori 
Zontally, is then rested against the side of the 
post, and by pressing upon the outer end a 
sufficient leverage is provided to stretch the 
wire tightly across the face of the post, where 
it may be secured in the usual manner. 

In order to prevent the wire from slipping 
Out of the grip produced by the plate E, and 
Which is liable to occur by reason of the bar 
turning in the hands when the pressure is 
brought upon it, I have shown a plate F, bolted 
to the side of the bar A, with its edge extend 
ing so as to overlap the corrugated edge of 
the plate E, and when the wire is thus con 
fined in the channel between the binding 
plate E, the end of the depression ID, and the 
overlapping plate E it will be impossible for 
it to slip from the place until it is desired. 
After the wire has been properly stretched 
and secured the plate E is loosened by a 
slight blow upon either of the lugs G, which 
project from opposite sides, so that a blow 
may be struck upon these lugs to disengage 
the plate without bruising the edge of the 
plate, which would prevent its moving freely 
about its pivot-pin. A curved fulcrum H' is 
fixed upon the bar near the clamp, so that it 
rests against the side of the post and forms a 
rolling fulcrum with little or no change of 
leverage when the lever is moved to stretch 
the wire. 
H is a disk or collar fitting upon the bar A 

and Serving as a stop against which the roll 
or spool of wire I will abut when placed upon 
the bar to prevent its sliding sidewise when 
working on a side hill. The operation will 
then be as follows: The removable crowbar 
a' being taken off from the bar A, the spool 
I is slipped onto the bar and is held in place 
by the collar H, and two men, taking the bar 
between them, unwind as great a length as 
desired, leaving the coil at that point. Re 
turning to the post where the wire is to be 
secured, the Wire is locked in the channel 
formed between the plates E F and the end 
of the depression D. The bar being then 
pressed against the side of the post, as previ 
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ously described, the wire will be stretched, so 
that it may be secured to the post. The grip 
plate E is then released and turned, so that 
the wire may be disengaged from the chan 
nel and the tool carried to the next post, where 
the wire is to be secured, and the operation . 
repeated, and thus the whole length of the 
wire may be attached without any supple 
mental apparatus or extra help. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. An implement for building barbed wire 
fence, consisting of a bar having a tamper 
formed upon one end, a crow-bar removably 
fixed to the opposite end, and a stretching 
clamp formed intermediate between the two 
ends. 

2. An implement for building barbed wire 
fence consisting of a bar having a tamper 
formed upon one end, a crow-bar at the op 
posite end and an intermediate flattened por 
tion on one side, a plate fixed in line and over 
lapping one end of the depression, an arm or 
dog fulcrumed in the depression with its free 
end beneath the overlapping portion of the 
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plate, said free end adapted to lock the wire 
beneath the projecting plate when the wire is 
placed under tension, and said arm or dog 
having lugs extending outwardly from its 
sides. 

3. An implement for building barbed wire 
fence, consisting of a bar having a tamper at 
one end and a crow-bar at the opposite end, 
and having a mechanism to clamp the wire, 35 
and curved fulcrum bars on the sides of the 
bar, near the clamp, adapted to form a rolling 
fulcrum for the bar. 

4. An implement for building barbed wire 
fence, consisting of a bar with a detachable 
crow at one end and a tamperat the other, an 
intermediate clamp mechanism adapted to 
grip the wire to be stretched, curved fulcrum 
blocks fixed to the bar adjacent to the clamp 
at one side, and a collar upon the opposite 
side. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my 
hand. 

HIRAM L. FARRIER. 
Witnesses: 

S. H. NOURSE, 
H. F. ASCHECK. 
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