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To all chop), if n (ty (oncern; 
Be it known that I, ARTHUR , . HARRI 

soN, a citizen of the United States, and 'esi 
dent of Boston, in the county of Suffolk 
and State of Massachusetts, have invented 
certain new and useful improvements in 
Sling-Ball Caine Devices, of which the fol 
lowing is a specification. 
This invention relates to means for play 

ing a variety of games, and refei's particut 
larly to game devices of the sling and bai 
type, including a cup for catching the ball 
after it has been tossed by the sling. 
One of the objects of the present inven 

tion is to provide a device of this character 
in which the sling portion comprises a band 
of flexible material throughout, said band 
being so connected to a handle at each end 
that it will constitute a trough along which 
the ball may be rolled to a selected position, 
whether the band be held taut or slackened 
preparatory to tossing or throwing the ball. 
Another object is to provide such a device 

with a cup at one end, the cup having a cy 
indrical mouth and the band at that end be 
ing connected only at its corners to the sides 
of the mouth of the cup so that when the ball 
is in the cup and the cup is tilted the ball 
will be accurately delivered by the cup into 
the trough-shaped band. 

(Of the accompanying drawings:-- 
Figures 1 and 2 are perspective views of 

the device in its preferred form, one of the 
handles including a cup-shaped portion. 
Figure 3 represents a transverse section. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view, on a 

Smaller scale, of another form having no 
cup-shaped portion. 
The banda, preferably of quite inelastic 

fabric, has its two corners, at each end, con 
nected to a handle as by knotting. In Fig 
ures 1 and 2 the upper end of the handie b 
is cup-shaped, the mouth of the cup being 
substantially cylindrical, and the handle c is 
flat so that it can be used as a bat. A con 
venient way of using the device in this form 
is to first place the ball d in the cup of han 
dle and then tilt the handle and its cup as 
indicated by dotted lines in Figure 2, thus 
causing the ball to roll or slide out of the 
cup onto the band. Owing to the fact that 
the mouth of the cup is substantially cylin 
drical and the fact that Only the corners 
of the band are connected to the cup and at 
opposite sides of its mouth, the band will re 
tain a longitudinally grooved or trough 
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shape whether it is taut or slackened. The 
hand equires no special feature of con 
struction, or treatment, to enable it to relia 
bly hold the ball either for roiling along it 
Or to keep it i. place for tossing. 
When the ball is to be tossed the two han 

dies are brought together, usually cioser than 
show in in Figure i, so that the band sags, 
and then the two handles are quickly moved 
apart to the relative positions indicated in 
Figure 2, with the result that the ball is 
tossed (see dot and dash lines, Figure 2) to 
a height depending upon the rapidity, or the 
amount of fo'ce used, when the band is con 
verted from Sagging to taut condition. To 
tOSS the ball straight up, the handles are 
parted in a horizontal direction. To toss or 
sling the ball in a more or less inclined di 
rection, as when it is to be tossed into a sus 
pended receptacle or across or over a tennis 
Or “ping pong’ net, the desired direction of 
movement is obtained with more or less ac 
curacy according to practice and skill, by 
sharply moving one or the other of the han 
diles in a downwardly inclined direction 
while holding the other handle up. This 
ability of the device to be used for sending 
the ball sidewise or laterally is chiefly due 
to the loose suspension of the band by means 
Of its four corners, as hereinbefore described. 
And since the band Sags at each end, be 
tween its coiners, the two handles act as 
balliers to prevent the ball from being 
rolled off at either end. 
A particular use of the cup is to catch the 

ball when a game is being played between 
two or more opponents, such use being in 
teresting on a beach where the use of any 
kind of heavy ball is prohibited. Prefera 
bly the ball is of rubber, hollow. 
When the device is used on a tennis 

ground, or across a "ping pong’ net, the 
counting may be the same as in those games. 
A preferred rule for counting when the de 
vice is used for the sake of the exercise and 
without other devices such as a net or sus 
pended receptacle, is for each player to 
count “Hi’ when the ball is tossed or slung, 
and to count “Ya’ when the ball is caught, 
this latter expression resembling the sound 
when the ball engages the tapering inside of 
the cup having such form as illustrated. 
The reason for making the cup internally 

cone-shaped, or tapering, is that when the 
ball lands in the cup it remains there instead 
of bounding out as it would be more liable 
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to do if the cup had no portion in which the 
ball would bind with a somewhat wedging 
action. 
Having now described my invention, I 

claim:- - 

1. A game device comprising a pair Of 
handles and a flexible band connected at its 
four corners to the handles and free to Sag 
at each end between the cornel's. 

2. A game device comprising a paii of 
handles and a flexible had conjected at its 
four coine's to the bandles and free to Sass at 
each end between the corne's, portions of ilhe 
handles extending to a height to sei'','e as 
barriers to prevelt a ball sii ported (in the 

the ends. 
3. A game device collarising a pai' of 

handles one of which has a cup-shaped pol'- 
tion with a subst: itially cylindrical in Grath, 
and a flexible band connecting the handles, 
the connection with said cup-shied portion 
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being at the sides of its cylindrical oth to 
periit the Said cup-shaped portion to be 
tilted to direct a ball from the cup onto the 
band. 

4. The combination with a pair of handles 
25 

and a flexible band connected at its four cor 
ner's thereto and free to sag at each end be 
tween the cornei's, of a ball adapted to be 
l'olled along the band ol' to be thrown there 
fro) by converting the band fro); the con 
dition of a swing to a taut condition. 

5. The coilbination with a fiexible band 
having handles at its ends, one of said han 
cles having an internaily cone-shaped clip 
:0}tion. Of a ball having a size appropriate 
to become slightly wedged in said cone 
shaped cup. 

in testimony whereof have 
signature. 

affixed my 

ARTHUR W. HARRISON. 
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