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August F. Paris, Oak St., Brockway, Pa. 
Filed Feb. 27, 1956, Ser. No. 568,024 

7 Claims. (Cl. 223-67) 

This invention pertains to apparatus or equipment for 
renovating, shaping, pressing, and finishing clothing or 
garments. It is of a type that may make use of a porous 
or permeable bag of an inflatable material of a suitable 
somewhat flexible fabric such as nylon, etc. 

In a machine employing a fabric bag such as con 
templated in the present disclosure, the bag has an open 
bottom portion or edge that is secured in position at a 
base portion of the apparatus from which steam and 
heated air are introduced upwardly to inflate it to a 
proper shape or form for the garments to be processed. 
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The bag, as employed, defines a chamber that is, for the , 
most part, closed off so that air and dry steam may be 
forced through its porous walls to simultaneously condi 
tion, shape and press a garment mounted on the bag. 
That is, in accordance with the contemplated procedure, 
a garment is positioned over the bag and is directly or 
indirectly subjected to inflation during the conditioning 
and pressing operation. . . 

In a co-pending application entitled “Base and Heating 
Unit,” Serial No. 567,996, filed February 27, 1956, now 
Patent No. 2,915,229, granted December 1, 1959, I have 
shown a suitable base construction that may be employed 
with the shaping apparatus of this application. The pres 
"ent disclosure relates particularly to upright standard 
and associate equipment to be employed with a bag in 
accomplishing pressing and finishing operations. 
An object of my present invention has been to devise 

improved equipment for conditioning garments and par 
ticularly, an improved upright structure for such a pur 
pose; · 

Another object has been to devise equipment for gar 
ment conditioning and pressing that will be adaptable to 
various types of garments, including dress and sport 
shirts, sweaters, jackets, dresses, blouses, overcoats, suit 
coats, etc., and whether such garments are of natural, 
vegetable or animal fibres, are of synthetic materials, or 
are of a mixture of materials; 
A further object has been to provide for the shaping 

of different types of collars for shirts, including sport 
shirts; 
A still further object has been to provide improved pro 

cedure for conditioning and shaping clothing by means 
of a flexible-infidatable application of steam and air and 
to substantially all areas of the clothing; 
These and many other objects of my invention will 

appear to those skilled in the art from herein illustrated 
features thereof. 

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a front view in elevation 
of a complete pressing and finishing unit constructed in 
accordance with my. invention. In this view, right and 
left-hand sleeve clamps are illustrated with one of them 
in- an open position and the other in a closed position; 
a front pressing clamp for front edges of the garment is 
also illustrated; . . . . , 

Figure 1A is a somewhat fragmental side elevation on 
the same scale as and taken at right angles to Figure 1; 
in this figure, º the central cone-shaped structure for 
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Figure 5 showing a clamping-down plunger 

2 
dresses, overcoats, etc., of Figure 1 has been removed 
to illustrate the mounting of a central support member 
or column of the apparatus; in addition, a slightly modi 
fied type of upper end construction is shown; 

Figure 2 is an enlarged side view in elevation of the 
sleeve clamp shown in Figure 1 and with the members 
in an open or sleeve-receiving position; 

Figure 3 is a front view in elevation on the same scale 
as and of the clamp apparatus of Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a section through an adjustable joint pro 
vided for the sleeve holder of Figures 2 and 3 which 
makes use of pivotally mounted concentric cylindrical 
joint members provided with a series of holes for receiv 
ing a locking pin in a number of positions therethrough; 

5 - Figure 5 is a side elevation on a slightly enlarged scale 
of the front pressing clamp shown in Figure 1; 

Figure 6 is a section taken along the line VI-VII of with a singlé 
clothing engaging clamping surface; 

Figure 7 is a view similar to Figure 6 of a fragment of 
a modified construction in which dual flaps or clamping 
surfaces are provided; 

Figure 8 is a side view in elevation on the scale of 
Figures 5, 6 and 7, illustrating a modified front pressing 
clamp construction having a collar finisher mounted at its 
upper end; - 

Figure 9 is a front view in elevation of a clamping 
'construction suitable for a fiap of a long or heavy garment 
such as a man’s overcoat; 

30 
of Figure 9 in an open position; 

Figure 10 is a side view in elevation showing the clamp 

Figure 11 is a horizontal section taken along the line 
XI—XI of Figure 9; , * . ) 

Figure 12 is a side view in elevation of the scale of 
Figures 6, 7 and 8 of a sleeve clamp holder; the full lines 
represent it in its normal clamping relationship and the 
dot and dash lines represent it in a flexed or opened 
relationship; M 

Figure 13 is a top plan 
Figure 12; " M 

Figure 14 is a front view in elevation illustrating an 
adaptable part which may be used with the apparatus of 
my invention for expanding and forming sleeves; 

view of the construction of 

Figure 15 is a fragmental and somewhat diagrammatic 
side view showing another adaptable means which may 
be used with an inflatable garment bag having attached 
and inflatable sleeve portions which may be supported 
and engaged at their cuffends by the means of this figure; 

Figure 16 is an enlarged fragmental front view in elle 
vation of a breastplate, shoulder and collar support form 
Such as employed in the construction of Figure 1; 

Figure 17 is a back view of the structure of Figure 16 
illustrating heating coils that are positioned along the 
breastplate; in this figure, the flow holes or ports in the 
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breastplate have been omitted; 
Figure 18 is a vertical section taken along the line “ 

XVIII-XVIII of Figure 17; 
Figure 19 is a horizontal section taken along the line 

XIX–XIX of Figure 17 and showing a shoulder ex 
pander in its fully closed position; 

Figure 20 is a horizontal section taken along the 
same lines" as Figure 19 and showing the shoulder ex 
pander in a maximum open position; . . 

Figure 21 is a top view of the breastplate with a col 
lar attachment in position with a collar cup or cap - to 
provide a shirt collar of one form of shape; * * * * 

Figure 22 is a rear "view in elevation of the structure 
of Figure 21 and Figure 23 is a vertical section along 
the line XXIII-XXIII of Figure 21; · 

Figure 24 is a fragmental front view in elevation, on 
the sçale of Figures 21 to 23 and illustrating another 
form of replaceable collar finishing attachment; 



3 
Figure 25 is a section in elevation taken along the 

îine XXV— XXV of Figure 24; 
Figure 26 is a top plan view of a third type of collar 

finisher attachment and Figure 27 is a section in eleva 
tion taken along the line XXVIII-XXVIII of Figure 26; 

Figure 28 is a reduced view in elevation of the back 
portion of an expander bag of my invention and Figure 
29 is a side view of the construction of Figure 28 show 
ing it in a mounted relationship on a base stand or unit; 

Figure 30 is a bottom view looking up along the form 
of Figure 28 showing it with a coat in position thereon; 
this is a fragment for the purpose of clarity; 

Figure 31 is also a somewhat fragmental view taken 
in the direction of the line XXXI-XXXI of Figure 29 
and showing how support rods for the form are carried 
by a base rim 25. 
Although for the purposes of simplicity in illustrat 

ing the frame or form structure of my - present invention 
Í have not shown the nylon bags, it may be noted that 
the apparatus is adapted to make use of any, conventional 
type of bag or any improved type of bag, including bags 
having open as well as closed collar cap ends, those 
having connecting and inflatable sleeves, and those ter 
minating at the arm pits and being open thereat to supply 
the fluid directly, if desired, to arm portions of a gar 
ment. I also contemplate the use of so-called slide fas 
teners in adapting an inflatable bag or form to various 
sizes of garments; in this connection, I may use a slide 
fastener in an edge closing relationship to take in ex 
cessive material lengthwise along the body of the bag 
and separate the fastener when a larger body is required. 

Referring particularly to Figure 1 of the drawings, I 
have devised a unit 10 that may be used as a fixed unit 
in a clothing factory production line or may be - used 
as a master unit with interchangeable parts for adapting 
it to the requirements of different types of garments in 
za cleaning and pressing shop. In the unit 10 illustrated 
in Figure 1, A generally represents a base and heating 
unit, such as disclosed in said co-pending application 
Serial No. 567;996; B represents an upright support 
frame structure, C represents suitable means for hold 
ing extended and for processing or pressing sleeve por 
tions of a garment, D represents a front presser clamp 
for front edges of the garment (as shown in Figure 8) 
and which may also be used for shaping the collars of 
the garments, E represents an adaptable shoulder i sup 
port or expander which is mounted on the column struc 
ture and is adjustable for.different sizes and types of gar 
ment : shoulders, and F represents a clamping means for 
a rear portion of a garment, such as its flap or tail por 
tion. Generally speaking, I contemplate mounting the 
sleeve and cuff processing means or equipment on a bot 
tom portion of the base of the heating unit A and to 
mount edge and collar finishing and flap clamping and 
handling means on an upper fange portion of the heat 
ing unit. 

Hin Figure 1, the heating unit A as shown in Figures 
4, 5 and 7 of my Patent 2,417,838, is of metal con 
struction and includes therein a heating coil system for 
heating air and a motor-driven circulating fan positioned 
or i enclosed within the • cylindrical portion 11. Process 
ing air is drawn-in through a grillwork 12 which is rein 
forced by fanges 13 and 5 and by vertical ribs 16. 
Also, a so-called centrally located steam supply unit 26 
projects upwardly within and above the enclosure 11 to, 
as shown in Figure 1A, : support a central column or tubu 
iar upright standard member 27 within its bore 26a. As 
shown, this bore carries a ball for the end of the rod 
and vertically spaced bearing portions 26b to rotatably 
mount the column 27. Also, as shown in Figure 1A, 
warm air is adapted to rise from the heating unit in the 
base A as indicated -by the arrows sa, and steam flows 
from the steamer 26 as indicated by the arrows b. 
The equipment C is, as particularly shown in Figures 

1, 2 and 3, adapted to be positioned on mounts car 
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ried by the bottom portion of the heating unit A. In 
this connection, a mounting plate 18 is secured as by 
weld metal to connecting member 17 and reinforcing rib 
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ScrewS 35a. 

members 16, Figure 1. A bottom flange of an angle 
ring 13 is also secured to the mounting plate 18. On 
the other hand, an upper assembly 20 consisting of a 
rim and a fange and a reinforcing piece 19 is used for 
mounting flap clamps as well as edge and collar finishing 
clamp means. , - - 

As noted particularly in Figure 1A, the fange forming 
a part of assembly 20 is a part of the stationary base 
unit A. A circular wheel or rim member 25. (Figures 1 
and 1A) is mounted for engagement within an inside 
circular track of the rim and fange assembly 20 and is 
rotatable with respect thereto. Spokes projecting from 
the inside of the wheel or circular rim 25 mount and 
carry the steamer unit 26 as suspended therefrom within 
the heating zone of the unit A. The unit 26 is open or 
has a grating at its top end to discharge steam, as indi 
cated by arrows b, into a garment bag. If desired, the 
column 27 may be reinforced by diagonal braces or 
spokes 24 which are secured at one end thereto and at 
their other ends to the wheel 25. If the upper support 
structure is relatively lightweight, the tie members 24 
may be eliminated; in such an event the column 27 may 
be freely rotated with respect to the steamer 26 and also 
with respect to the wheel 25. 

Referring particularly to Figures 16, 17 and 18, the 
upper end of the column 27 is shown secured as by weld 
metal Wºº to a U-shape support bracket 28 (Figure 17). 
The bracket has mounting feet 28a which may be se 
cured, as shown in Figure 17, to project downwardly 
from the bottom side of a shoulder support part 30. As 
also shown in Figure 18, the shoulder part is substan 
tially enclosed by a metal casing made up of a collar 
cap part 32 and a breastplate part 33. The collar or cap 
part 32 has a rounded front face 32a, see Figures 16 
and 18. A top wali portion 32c slopes backwardly to 
provide a latching edge 32d and is connected to a sub 
stantially plane vertical back wall 32b. The breastplate 
33 hasa back shoulder portion 33a that denfies an open 
slot 33b with the back wall 32b of the cap. As shown, 
for example, in Figures 21 to 27, inclusive, the back wali 
32b carries a guide pin 31 projecting backwardly there 
from for guiding one of a series of collar adapter elle 
ments into position, see particularly Figure 22. 
The breastplate member 33 has a series of ports , or 

openings 33c therethrough to permit the discharge of air 
and steam upon the surrounding inflatable bag and, in 
turn, through it into the garment. The breastplate mem 
ber 33 is heated by means of a steam heating coil system 
consisting of up-flow line 45 and down-flow line 46. As 
utilized, the end portion 45a of the coil is connected to 
the up-flow steam lines of the unit A and the outlet por 
tion 46a is connected to an outlet line of the same unit. 

Referring particularly to Figures 18, 19 and 20, the 
Šhoulder expander unit E has a central support part 35 
made up of a series of interconnected parts that are 
Secured together by some suitable means, such as set 

A vertical adjustment shaft 36 is operatively 
mounted to extend at its lower end within the part 35 and 
is keyed, as shown, to a pinion 37 for operating a pair of 
racks 44. and 44'". As shown particularly in Figure 18, 
the shaft 36 projects upwardly through an opening or 
bore in the shouider part 30a and is journaled therein by 
bearings 38a and 38b. The pinion 37 has a bearing and 
*Spacer piece 38 between it and the lower bearing 38a. 
The shaft 36 is supported in the assembly by a collar 38c 
which is secured as by a set screw or pin to the shaft to 
rest on the upper bearing 38b and support the shaft36. 
"The shaft extends upwardly through a hole in the top por 
tion 32c of the cap 32 and has an operating lever 39 
secured thereto by pin 36a. It is thus apparent that a 
rotation of the lever 39 will rotate the pinion 37 and in 
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türn, move the shoulder expander tö various positions as 
shown in Figures 19 and 20. N 

Referring again to Figures 17-20, the unit E is sup 
ported on oppositely disposed brackets 40 which are 
spaced one from the other and are secured to the shoul 
der part 30. Slide apertures 40a are provided in one 
bracket 40 to slidably engage telescopic members 41 and 
43 of the expander unit E and the other bracket is pro 
vided with spaced slide apertures 40b, each of which re 
ceives one of the telescopic members 41’ and 43”. A 
male and female slide part, such as 41 and 43, is secured 
to a cross connecting and rounded shoulder support mem 
ber 42 and in the case of the members 41' and 43', by the 
part 42”. Racks 44 and 44’ are actuated by a pinion 37. 
It is thus apparent that when the pinion 37 is rotated, that 1 
the telescopic parts expand and contract to conform to the 
particular type or size of garment being supported. If 
desired, graduations may be placed on the top portion 32c 
of the cap 32 to indicate proper adjustments for certain 
sizes of garments. 
As shown in Figure 1, the breastplate member 33 may, 

if desired, be supplemented by an interfitting vertical plate 
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member 34 having ports 34a therethrough. This mem- , 
ber may extend in an inclined relationship from the 
breastplate member 33 to, at its other end, be secured on 
the wheel or circular rim 25. The assembly may be re 
inforced by cross brace or bolts 23, as indicated in Figure 
1A, which extend to the center column 27. 

In Figures 1 and 5, I have illustrated a form of front 
edge pressing and clamping cover plate assembly. As 
shown, the assembly is secured as by welding to a rein 
forcing mounting piece 19 which is secured to the cylin 
drical shell 11 adjacent the rim assembly 20 of the unit A. 
The front assembly includes a bifurcated angle bracket 55 
which has a lower cross pin 57 extending through its fork 
portions or bifurcations to pivotally engage opposed ear 
portions 56a (Figure 5) of a cover channel member 56. 
An upper cross pin 58 (Figures 1 and 5) reinforces the 
fork portions of bracket 55 and provides a stop which 
limits the swing of the channel member 56 toward the sur 
face of the conical members 50—54. The channel mem 
ber 56 is normally urged towards an in-swing position by 
a tension spring 59. The spring, as shown particularly 
in Figure 5, is connected at one end by a pin 60a to the 
mounting bracket 55 and at its upper or other: end by a 
pin 60b to the member 56. 
A pair of strap-like side members 61 are secured, as 

shown in Figure 1, by bolt assemblies 62a and 62b to side 
flanges of the channel members 56 to extend therealong 
and slidably receive suitable garment pressing and stretch 
ing means shown in Figures 5, 6, and 7. A series of 
spaced apertures 61a is provided along each of the mem 
bers 61 so that the means may be secured in an adjusted 
relationship and cooperate with set screws, such as 81 of 
Figure 6. A handle 65 (Figures 1, 5, and 8) is secured 
to the upper end of the member 56 to move the clamping 
assembly into and out of a pressing and cooperating rela 
tionship with the garment and generally in the direction of 
the line 50, 51 of Figure 5. 
A front edge presser member 66 having a presser face 

66a is carried by a pair of mounts 67 which are connected 
at one of two positions 67a and 67b to a mounting finger 
68. Each mounting finger 68 is secured on a separate 
rectangular slide sleeve 69 corresponding to the sleeves 80 
of Figure 6. Set screws 81 hold them in position with 
respect to the side members 61. 

In Figure 5 and below the pressing plate 66, I have 
shown an adjustable clothing stretcher or tensioning de 
vice 70 which is also adapted to slide along members 61 
ând to be positioned in one or another of a number of 
apertures 61a along these members. An arm 71 projects 
-ällong one side of the device 70 and has a counter-weighted 
end 72. Its other end is secured as by bolt and nut as 
semblies 74 to an angle piece 73. The piece 73 carries a 
suitable backing piece 75, a pad 77 and an abrasive Sur 
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face such as 77a. . The assembly which includes the back 
ing member 75 is secured in position by screws 76. . . . 
A support member 78 projects from the L-shaped angle 

piece 73 shown in both Figures 6 and 7, and carries i a 
forked or yoke shaped member 79, each end of which 
carries a rectangular slide member 80. A separate one 
of the two strap members 61 passes through each slide 
member 80. A set screw 81 is carried by the arm 71 and 
is adapted to extend into and through an aperture formed 
in one of the slide members 80 and into one of the aper 
tures 61a of the proximal strap member 61, to thereby 
lock the tensioning device 70 in adjusted positions along 
the channel 56. In this way, the device 70 may be slid up 
and down and, as employed, will engage the front of the 
clothing ahead of the presser 66 and as the in-swing move 
ment is continued, will by reason of its abrasive surface 
77a, tend to force the front portion of the fabric down 
wardly and stretch and align it to receive the presser 
plate 66. . 

In the embodiment of Figure 7, the L-shaped angle 
piece 73 for mounting the pressure block construction 
carries a pair of backing pieces 75”, a pair of fabric pieces 
77”, having an approximation of a carding surface 77’a. 
The surfaces 77'a are employed instead of the abrasive 
surface 77a for heavier clothing, such as men’s woolen 
coats, while the abrasive surface or traction cloth 77 a 
may be used for more delicate clothing, such as women’s 
clothing. The principle of operation is the same in both 
cases in that the purpose is to stretch the front of the gar 
ment before the front presser plate comes into engage 
ment therewith. As to Figure 7, so-called weaver's 
carding pad surface or wire carding brush 77’a with its 
fine needle-like bristles or splines pointed or inclining 
downwardly has been successfully used for the abrasive 
Surface 77’a. . . . 

In Figure 8 of the drawings, I have shown a modified 
and simplified form of front presser clamp D'. In this 
form, the parts which are the same as those of the embodi 
ment of Figure 5 have been given the same numerals, 
while those parts which are slightly modified or adapted 
have been given prime suffixes. The front channel mem 
ber 56' has a handle 65 secured thereto. A backing plate 
82 is pivotally secured to the member 56’ by a bolt 83. 
The plate 82 carries a pressing plate 84. A mount 86 for 
a collar presser and finisher is secured to the rear face of 
the plate 84 at its upper end. : * The collar presser includes 
a plate support 87 pivotally secured to the mount 86 by 
a pivot pin 88. The support 87 carries at its free end a 
presser plate 90 and is also provided with an operating 
handle 89 for swinging the plate 90 to different position 
about the pin 88. . . 

In Figures 1, 2 and 3 I have shown a sleeve and cu 
presser or finisher C. This finisher is mounted for swing 
or pivot movement about the mounting bracket 18 by its 
mounting plate 92, somewhat flexibly between the bracket 
and vertically extending telescopic members 96 and 100, 
and is further adjustable pivotally mounted between its 
telescopic members and its inner support, see particularly 
Figures 2 and 4. More particularly, mounting plate 92 is 
pivotally secured on the angle shaped bracket 18 by a 
pivot bolt 93. It also has a clamping bolt 94 which, when 
loosened, may be moved along slot 92a to move the plate 
92 in a pivotal relationship about 93. The plate 92 may 
be then locked in such relationship by tightening the bolt 
94. " A male telescopic member 96 has a flattened lower 
end portion which is secured by bolt and nut assembly '97 
to a projecting flange portion 95 of the plate 92 (Figure 
2). To provide some flexibility yet stability in the 
mounting an additional bolt and nut assembly 98" is emi 
ployed which carries a compression spring to give it 
flexibility. : : " | 
A vertically extending female or outer telescopic Sup 

port tube or member 100 slidably receives the inner mem 
ber 96. The members 96 and 100 are movable with re 
spect to each other to adjust the vertical operating height 





2,969,897 
9 

ly an assembly which may be used with a fabric steamer 
bag whose sleeves are to be inflated and have closing 
means such as 149, 150 at their ends which carry a wire 
linkage 147. It is very important to have the arms of 
a garment under some tension during the steaming opera 
tion and in the proper relationship with respect to its 
other portions. Figure 15 thus shows a simple type of 
device that may be used with the adjustable telescopic sup 
port rods of either Figure 3 or Figure 12 for the purpose 
outlined. In this connection a slide sleeve or collar 145 
having a thumb screw 142 for securing it in position on 
the telescopic member 131 also has a hook portion 146 
to latch through a loop of the linkage 147. 

In Figures 9, 10 and 11 I have illustrated a flap presser 
and clamping unit generally indicated as F in Figure 1A. 
Such a unit may be pivotally or hingedly mounted at 
its lower end to project upwardly from the rim and filange 
assembly 20, see the box hinge means 177 of Figure 1A 
which is shown secured to the wheel port 25. This 
clamp has a strap metal slide member 165 extending 
therealong and provided with a lower stop 167 and an 
upper stop 168 for slide portions 166a of a slide 166. 
In this way the full clamping assembly may be moved 
vertically with respect to the member 165. The arrange 
ment is maintained in a suitably adjusted relationship by 
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a spring clip 164 which is secured to a bag presser plate . 
169 having fabric ribbing 169a along its opposite sides. 
A presser plate 175 having a reinforcing ribbing 174 

and a mount piece 172 is pivotally secured by a bolt, and 
nut assembly 173 to a back channel member 171. The 
back channel member 171 is pivotally mounted at 170 
to the member 166 for swinging movement with respect 
thereto as opposed by the normal tendency of opposed 
tension springs 162 which are connected between such 
members. A handle member 176a provided with a hand 
grasp 176 is pivotally mounted on the channel member 
171 and projects through an opening in the web portion 
of that member. The inner end of the member 176a slid 
ably engages the adjacent surface of the member 166 for 
the purpose of controlling the relative positions of the 
pressure plates 175 and 169. As the hand grasp 176 is 
moved upwardly the opposite end of the member 176a 
moves downwardly along the surface of the member. 166 
and finally moves out of contact with that member, thus 
permitting the plate 175 to move into contact with the 
ribbing 169a on the plate 169. 

In Figures 21 to 27, inclusive, I have illustrated three 
forms of collar-forming adaptors. I have shown one 
form in Figures 21 to 23, a second form in Figures 24 
and 25 and a third form in Figures 26 and 27. In these 
figures the holes or perforations or ports in the presser 
plate member 33 have been omitted for simplicity. Re 
ferring again to Figure 18, an assembly such as shown 
in Figure 1 has a back opening 33b, see Figure 18, with 
in which is adapted to fit a suitable collar shaping mem 
ber such as 180 of Figures 21 to 23. The back face of 
the cap portion 32 has a projecting alignment pin 31 lo 
cated below the opening 33b. Each of the adaptable 
collar shapers such as 180, 184 and 190, has a centrally 
slotted back plate member that is adapted to fit over the 
alignment screw 131. As applied particularly to the em 
bodiment of Figure 22, the collar shaper 180 has a sub 
stantially planar back face portion which extends beyond 
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the cap 32, and has curved-in ends 180a to form a sup 
port collar, for example, with relatively sharp corners 
from its back side. The front face of the cap part 32 
serves to form the front portion of a collar. As shown 
particularly in Figure 23, the back face 181 of the collar 
shaper 180 slopes backwardly to form a shoulder and 
then slopes inwardly forwardly at 182 so that its bottom 
tab portions 182 serve as flexible clamps with the back 
portion 33a of the presser pate and with the projecting 
edge portion 32b of the cap part 32. 

Ordinarily the fabric bag will have an opening therein 
along the slot or slit which is closed off by any one of the 
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inside of the top closure wall portion 32c. 

10 
- adaptable collar shapers. The shaper 184 of Figures 24 
and 25 has forward ear or wing portions 185 - that are 
convexly curved from its back portion 186 to provide a 
more conventional type of collar shape. As shown par 
ticularly in Figure 25, the back face 186 latches under 
the edge 32d and slopes backwardly to an offset and into 
a forwardly sloped clamping spring tab portion 187. 

In the embodiment of Figures 26 and 27, the shaper 
190 is constructed with a back face 193 that forms a 
continuation of the curvature of the cap 32 to thus pro 
vide a substantially circular or rounded shape of collar. 
Like the other embodiments, this one also has a back 
face portion 191 which latches with the edge 32d of the 
cap, and spring tab portions 192 which latch with and 
are guided by the pin 31. 
With reference to the steam flow coil - 46 for the chest 

or breastplate 33, see Figures 17 and 18, this may be a 
copper pipe of about 3% of an inch in diameter. The end 
portions of the coil 46 are connected to suitable steam 
inlet and outlet lines from the base unit A of the "device, 
preferably by flexible rubber or plastic hose. This supple 
ments the heating action of the steam and air flow from 
such base unit and enables the provision of relatively high 
temperature around the breastplate and collar portions of 
the garment. Where the collar portion is to be specially 
processed, I have also employed a suitable electrical 
resistance unit such as a calrod and mount it around the 

Means may 
be also provided for controlling the amount of heat sup 
plied by such a unit. n w 
As shown particularly in Figure 1 of the drawings, a 

cone-shaped form 50, 51 may be employed for relatively 
large size garments such as overcoats, long dresses, etc., 
although the front plate 34 may be sufficient in some 
cases. As will appear, the cone-shaped form has an 
upper rim 53, a ported or mesh type intermediate portion 
51 to deliver the steam and heated air to the skirt portion 
of a garment supported on the machine, and a solid bot 
tom band portion 50. The connection between the por 
tions 50 and 51 is shown reinforced by tabs 52. As 
will be apparent from a comparison with Figure 1, the 
cone-shaped member or form may be used or removed 
as desired and if used, rests upon the base rim 25 for 
movement therewith. w 

In Figures 28 to 31, inclusive, I have shown an im 
proved form of permeable garment bag 200 which, as 
shown, is at its lower end mounted on the rim 25 of a 
base unit A; this bag may be of a permeable-flexible mate 
rial, such as nylon cloth. This form has a back flap or 
bustle form 201 which defines a spacing 202 along the 
major portion of its vertical extent, but is connected at 
203 to permit air and steam to pass from the main body 
into the flap and extend both of them substantially simul 
taneously. The form 200 is reinforced in its mounting 
by upwardly projecting aluminum. rods 46” and 48, see 
particularly Figures 28 and 31. The side rods 46' incline 
vertically upwardly and have lower lugs 47 to latch with 
in slot mounts 25b that project outwardly on fingers 25a 
from the rim 25. In a like manner, a central slot mount 
49 projects outwardly from the rim 25 to receive an 
support the central rod or rib 48 at its lower end. 

In Figure 30 the broken line 207 indicates the posi 
tion of the lining of an overcoat with relation to a form 
Such as shown in Figure 29. The full line 209 indicates 
the position of the tail flap of a garment positioned on 
the machine with the tail flap extending over the bustle 
portion 201 of the form as shown in Figure 29 while the 
lining 207 of the garment is inserted in the slot 202 lo 
cated between the main portion of the form 200 and the 
bustle portion 201. 
As shown in Figure 28, the back portion of the form 

200 may be adjusted for different size coats by means of 
slide fastener assemblies 205. By closing an assembly 
with its slider, a certain amount of cloth in the form is 
taken up to reduce the size and by opening the slider to 
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:the positionsnown in Fig.28, the maximum size of form 
is provided. 
"What I claimis: 
1. An improved apparatus for finishing clothing which 

:comprises, a flexible and permeable bag-like i form, a 
base unit having a base rim rotatably mounted thereon, 
a central post rotatably mounted on said base unit and 
having a shoulder support, said form being mounted on 
said shoulder support and said base rim, support rods 
mounted on said base rim and projecting upwardly there 
from to reinforce said form, said form having a bustle por 
tion alongits back.side with an open slot along a substan 
tial vertical extent thereof to receive the lining, of an car 
.ticle of clothing that is positioned on said form, said 
bustle portion being adapted to simultaneously receive a 
tail flap portion of the article, and slide fastener means 
along a portion of said form to increase and decrease its 
SZ6, 

2. In agarment pressing apparatus a base unit; a steam 
supply unit mounted on said base unit and positioned to 
deliver steam upwardly above said base unit; a hollow 
conical garment-positioning unit mounted on, axially 
aligned with an extending above said base unit and en 
circling said steam supply unit; a support column mounted 
on and extending vertically above said base -unit and 
axially aligned with said garment-positioning unit; a 
shoulder support mounted on said column above and 
spaced from said garment-positioning unit; a shoulder ex 
pander assembly mounted on said column below said 
shoulder support unit and above said positioning unit and 
including shoulder-engaging members movable into and 
out of contact with the shoulders of a garment supported 
on said shoulder support; a pressing and clamping assem 
bly pivotally mounted on said base unit and extending 
upwardly therefrom and movable toward and away from 
said garment-positioning unit; and a garment-tensioning 
unit mounted on said assembly and movable therewith 
toward and away from said positioning unit and longitudi 
nally thereof. 

3. A garment finishing machine including an open top 
hollow, base member; a hollow comical foraminous inter 
mediate member mounted on and axially aligned with 
said base member; a vertically extending support column 
mounted on said base member and, axially, aligned there 
with and with said intermediate member; an apertured 
breastplate mounted on said column above and spaced 
:from said intermediate member; a clamping and press 
ing -assembly pivotally mounted om and extending above 
said base member and movable about its pivot support to 
and from a position adjacent to and substantially parallel 

* with the external ; surface of said intermediate member 
and into and out of contact with said breastplate; and 
means for delivering a flow of fluidinto and throughsaid 
intermediate member and along i said "breastplate and 
through, apertures formed therein. 

4. A garment finishing machine including an, open top 
cylindrical base member; a garment support column 
mounted on and extending - vertically above said mem 
ber; a hollow garment positioning unit mounted on and 
aligned with said member and surrounding said column; . 
a pressing and clamping :assembly pivotally mounted 
on said member and movable about its pivotal support 
toward and away from said: external surface of said unit; 
and a tension applying device mounted on and movable 

: relatively to said assembly and therewith i toward and 
away from the surface of said unit. 

5. A garment finishing machine including an open stop 
- hollow base member; a hollow : conical foraminous: inter 
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mediate member supported on and axially aligned with 
said base member; a vertically extending support column 
mounted on said base member and axially aligned there 
with ; and with said intermediate member; a combination 
shoulder support and breastplate mounted on said column 
above said intermediate member; a clamping and press 

- ing assembly pivotally mounted adjacent the lower edge 
- of said intermediate i member and movable about its piv 
otal support into and out of contact with said breastplate 
and the external surface of said intermediate member; i a 
tensioning device mounted on and movable longitudinally 
of and with said pressing assembly into and out of con 
tact with the external surface of said intermediate mem 
ber; and means for delivering a flow of fluid into and 
through said intermediate member and along said breast plate. 

6. In combination in a garment pressing apparatus in 
cluding sa base unit; a base ring concentric with and - se 
cured to said unit; a vertically extending post centrally 
located relatively to and secured to said ring; a shoulder 
support mounted on said post and spaced from: said ring; 
aflexible, permeable fabric bag-like form draped on said 
support with the lower edge thereof secured to said ring; 
a bag-like bustle portion extending upwardly from the 
lower edge of said form, with the interior thereof. in: open 
communication with the interior of said form; and means 
extending upwardly into said form for delivering inflating 
fluid into the interior, of said form. 

7. A garment finishing machine including an open top 
base unit; a hollow conical intermediate garment posi 
tioning unit mounted on and axially aligned with and 
movable relatively to said base unit; a vertically extend 
ing support . column mounted on said base unit and ex 
tending upwardly through said intermediate unit; a com 
bined shoulder support and perforated breast plate 
mounted on said column above said intermediate unit; 
sa heating coil in contact with the rear face of said breast 
-plate; a pressing and clamping 
mounted on said base unit extending upwardly along 

assembly pivotally 

said intermediate.unit and movable about its pivot point 
toward and away from said intermediate unit; and a 
garment tensioning device mounted on and movable with 
and longitudinally of said pressing and clamping assem 
bly. 
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