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(57) Abstract: Systems and methods for presenting search results based on relevancy in an interactive media guidance application
@ are disclosed. After performing a user- initiated or automatic search for media content, the interactive media guidance application
O determines which of the hits are most relevant to the user. The guidance application then displays, or visually identifies, the relevant

items. Some embodiments employ using different display arrangements based on the number of relevant items. Some embodiments
display the relevant items in recommendation lists or hot lists.
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2. D Claims Nos.:
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3. D Claims Nos.:
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claims.
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The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the appllcable protest
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This International Searching Authority found multipl e (groups of)
inventions in thi s internati onal applicati on, as fol | ows:

1. clams: 1, 2, 812, 14-19, 25-29, 31-34

2.

3.

4.

clai

clai

The first group of clainms appears to describe

nmet hods/ systens for limting search results based on
relevancy in an interactive media guide application,

conpri si ng:

searching a database of nedia guidance application data for
items matching search criteria,;

determ ning whether itens matching the search criteria neet
a relevancy threshold; and

generating a display having, from anbng the matching itens
only those matching itenms determined to neet or exceed the
rel evancy threshol d.

The problem to be solved by the subject nmatter of these
clains seenms to be howto provide the nost relevant search
results in an interactive nedia guide application.

ms: 3-5, 7, 20-22, 24

The second group of clains appears to describe a method and
a system which, in addition to the aforenmentioned features
of the first group of clains, conprises determning the

rel evancy threshold based on personalization data for a user
of the interactive media guide application.

The problem to be solved by the subject matter of these
clains seens to be how to satisfy user preferences during a
search in an interactive nedia guide application.

ms. 6, 23

The third group of clainms appears to describe a nethod and a
system which, in addition to the aforenmentioned features of
the first group of clains, conprises

determ ning whether the number of itenms neeting the

rel evancy threshold neets a mninmum nunber; and

in response determining that the number of itens neeting the
rel evancy threshold is less than the mni num nunber,
increnentally decreasing the relevancy threshold until the
nunber of items neeting the relevancy threshold neets the

m ni num nunber.

The problem to be solved by the subject matter of these
clains seens to be an insufficient (or null) nunber of
results returned by a search in an interactive media guide
application.

clainms: 13, 30
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5.

The fourth group of clainms appears to describe a nethod and
a system which, in addition to the aforenentioned features
of the first group of clains, conprises generating search
criteria by the interactive nedia guidance application,
based on personalization data for a user of the interactive
nmedi a gui dance application.

The problem to be solved by the subject matter of these
clainms seens to be howto relieve the user from nanually
providing search criteria in an interactive nedia guidance
application.

clains: 35-60

The fifth group of clains appears to describe

net hods/ systenms for graphically displaying search results
based on a relevancy threshold in an interactive nedia

gui dance application display, conprising:

searching a program gui de database for itenms nmatching search
criteria;

determ ning, based on the nunber of matching itens that neet
a relevancy threshold, a graphical display definition for
generating an interactive nedia guidance application display
having the matching itenms; and

generating the interactive media guidance application

di spl ay, wherein the display has from anmong the matching
items only those matching items determined to neet the

rel evancy threshold, and wherein the itens of the display
are displayed according to the deternined graphical display
definition.

The problem to be solved by the subject nmatter of these
clainms seens to be how to display search results in an
interactive media guide application. -
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